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SPONSORS 

 

 

Technology Partners Foundation is a scientific research and implementation organisation 
specialised in research and development and innovation management and the performance 
of large-scale interdisciplinary national and international research projects. It is an Advanced 
Technology Centre, a status awarded by the Minister of Science in 2004. 

The Foundation’s mission is to initiate and support processes aimed at the rational use of 
knowledge for innovation activity and to undertake practical actions promoting the 
development Polish science and technology cooperation with Polish and international 
industry. 

* 

 

The Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA) is the world’s leading body 
for professional accountants, with over 110 years of experience, innovation and excellence. 
They champion opportunity within accountancy, demonstrate excellence through their 
qualifications, and act as a driving force within the accounting profession to constantly 
improve working practices. 

The Association of Chartered Certified Accountants works in the public interest, assuring that 
its members are appropriately regulated and promotes principles-based regulation. ACCA 
actively seeks to enhance the value of accounting in society through international research. It 
takes progressive stances on global issues to ensure accountancy as a profession continues 
to grow in reputation and influence. 

* 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accounting_ethics#Principles_and_rules


 3 

  
  

  

2015 MAIN EVENT  

  

  

  

  

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 Page 

GRT Protector and High Patron  5 

GRT International Board  7 

The Organisers  8 

The Partners  8 

The Issue  9 

Conventional Definitions  9 

The Global Round Table 2015 Main Event 11 

Programme - 8 May 2015 13 

Programme - 9 May 2015 15 

Draft Declaration  19 

Event International Adviser 21 

Key-Note Speakers 21 

Moderators 22 

Participants 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sculptures illustrated in this publication are exhibited at  
The Global Round Table 2015 Main Event. 

 

The illustrations are reproduced with the kind permission of the artist, Gregor Gáll. 

Photos by András Hász and Norbert Nagy. 
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Guardian of the Flame by Gregor Gáll 
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Protector and High Patron of The Global Round Table 
 
 
 
 

 

 
H.E. Boutros Boutros-Ghali 

UN Secretary General (1992 – 1996) 

President of the International Panel on Democracy and Development 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“... without development on the widest scale,  
we know that the young will be restless and resentful. ...” 
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Together for Each Other by Gregor Gáll 
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International Board of The Global Round Table 
 
 
 
 

HE Prof. Giuliano Amato Prime Minister of Italy (2000 – 2001) 

HE Katalin Bogyay President of the 36th General Conference of UNESCO 

HE Dr Erhard Busek Vice Chancellor of Austria (1991-1995) 

HE Prof. Emil Constantinescu President of Romania (1996 - 2000) 

Viscount Etienne Davignon Vice-President of the European Commission (1977-1984) 

Mr Mark Dubrulle President of The Club of Rome EU Chapter 

HE Prof. Mark Eyskens Prime Minister of Belgium (1981) 

Mr Hans Kaiser Minister of Fed. Rep. of Germany (2003-2004) 

HE Prof. János Martonyi Minister of Foreign Affairs of Hungary (2010-2014)  

Prof. Mohan Munasinghe Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 2007 

Prof. Ivo Slaus President, World Academy of Art and Science (2010-2013) 

Bishop László Tökés Vice-President of the European Parliament (2000-2002) 

HE Prof. Vaira Vike-Freiberga President of Latvia (1999-2007) 

HE Niels Wilhjelm Minister of Industry of Denmark (1986-1989) 

 

* * 

*  
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ORGANISERS 

 

The Global Round Table (GRT) is an innovative, independent and non-
party political initiative with the aim to improve the level and quality of 
information available to economic- and political decision-makers. The 
secondary aim is to provide inspiration to civil society leaders as well as 
the young generation. 

GRT has developed and uses a unique novel approach for best practice 
exchanges with socio-economic relevance across generation-, national- 
and cultural boundaries. It allows crucial issues of the time to be 
addressed from diverse perspectives in a constructive and complementary 
manner. 

The Pázmány Péter Catholic University (PPCU) is a private university of 
the Catholic Church in Hungary, recognized by the state. Founded in 
1635, the University is one of Hungary's oldest and most prestigious 
institutions of higher education. 

PPCU is classified as a “university of national excellence”. It is 
independent of any political party and organization. 

* 

PARTNERS 

 

The World Academy of Art and Science - composed of individuals from 
diverse cultures, nationalities, and intellectual disciplines - seeks to 
address global issues related to the social consequences and policy 
implications of knowledge. 

The Club of Rome EU Chapter - an independent non-profit association, 
affiliated with the Club of Rome, aims to build bridges between the 
European Union institutions, their constituencies, their citizens and the 
Club of Rome as a leading think tank. Its mission is to act as a catalyst of 
reflection on sustainable development in Europe and at the global level. 

The European Movement Split - an international organisation open to all 
political, economic, social and cultural trends in civil society – with the 
objective to contribute to the establishment of a united, federal Europe 
founded on the principles of peace, democracy, liberty, solidarity, and 
respect for basic human rights. 

*  
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THE ISSUE 

Recent events on the European political scene, including the “Lux Leaks” disclosures may 
suggest that we are witnessing a process whereby European politics loses their moral 
compass. Economic advantages seem to override moral concerns in current political 
decision-making. The growing market pressure on moral arguments raises the question 
whether economics is free of values, or on the contrary, moral values should be embodied in 
economic analysis? What do these tendencies reveal about present European politics? 

What kind of relationship exists between morality and politics? Can morality play a successful 
part in regulating politics, or vice versa?  Should we approach their interaction as 
irreconcilable and contradictory by its very nature, or rather regard them as mutual 
regulators? Participants of the meeting should try to shed light on these considerations by 
sharing success and failure examples of the various interrelations of morality and politics.  

It is a constantly returning question whether political leaders can and/or should be obliged to 
defend basic moral values? Till date no common consensus has been formulated on the role 
and relevance of morality in politics. Many see ethics in politics as a contradiction in terms, or 
even worse, an inhibiting factor that may hamper or harm the political process and derail 
decision-making. Others consider morality as a possible added value for politics which has to 
be taken in account along with interests to increase confidence and approval of political 
decisions. Examples should highlight the role of morality as an inescapable hindrance or 
necessity in politics. 

Another disturbing development – the loss of an ethical compass in business, especially in 
finance – will be addressed at a follow-up Global Round Table. 

* 

 

CONVENTIONAL DEFINITIONS 

(MERRIAM WEBSTER THESAURUS: - http://www.merriam-webster.com/netdict.htm) 

Morality: 

 Beliefs about what is right and wrong behaviour;  

 The degree to which something is right and good;  

 The moral goodness or badness of something;  

 Distinction between guilt and shame societies; 

 Self-imposed morality (virtue, honour) vs. morality imposed by social mores and 
rewards-punishments. 

Ethic: rules of behaviour based on ideas about what is morally good and bad. 

Politics: 

 The art of science of government; 

 The art of science concerned with guiding or influencing government policy; 

 The art of science concerned with winning and holding control over a government. 

Culture specific Morality (examples of concern): 

 Equity (fairness / human focus) – mainly European model; 

 Equality (equal opportunity / success focus) – mainly US model; 

 Inclusivity (family / community focus) – mainly Asian model; 

 Exclusivity (“the chosen” / hegemony focus) – e.g. Islamic State. 

*  

http://www.merriam-webster.com/netdict.htm
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“… could a tale unfold whose lightest word would  

harrow up thy soul …” 

  Hamlet 
 William Shakespeare (1564 – 1616) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

Reminder: 
 

Political correctness endangers honest and direct dialogue.    



 11 

 

 

THE GLOBAL ROUND TABLE 
2015 MAIN EVENT 

The main objective of any politician is to be elected and remain in power. The 
way to it can be muddy and MORALITY can be stretched to limits.  

This event is not a judgement about past MORAL blunders of any  
political parties, neither accusation of any individual politician’s  
questionable MORALITY. 

 

Aim 

The aim of the round-table is to promote greater MORAL responsibility by 
political- and societal leaders, and better understanding by the citizens of the 
importance of MORALITY in the 21st Century societies, more than ever 
before. 

 

Motivation 

Political decisions often disregard wider MORAL implications. In most cases 
this is due to political naivety or inadequate foundation of politicians, rather 
than determined misleading of population. 

One-sided focus on narrow party-political objectives and economic 
competitiveness – combined with limited democratic participation in deciding 
on societal choices – often result in short-sighted, even reckless political 
decisions. Political idealism, even naivety, and unfounded enthusiasm could 
make the situation even worst. 

 

Form 

The issue is addressed in a focused round-table by invited high-level experts 
and relevant individuals that have hands-on experience and thorough 
understanding of the subject and related broader implications. 
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PPRROOGGRRAAMMMMEE  
FRIDAY 8TH

 MAY 2015 
 

 

OPENING RECEPTION AND DINNER 
 

  Time:  7 PM 

  Place:  Hotel St. George Residence - Baroque Lounge 
  Fortuna utca 4, H-1014, Budapest 

 

 - Opening dinner speech by Bishop László Tökés, 

  Member of the European Parliament / Vice President (2010 – 2012) 

 

  - Exhibited Sculptures by Mr. Gregor Gáll; 

 - Musical interludes composed and performed by Ms. Isis Gáll (harp),  
  accompanied by Mrs. Arielle Gáll (piano). 

 

 

 

 

* 
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For Personal Notes  
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PPRROOGGRRAAMMMMEE  
SATURDAY 9TH

 MAY 2015 
 
 

 

 
8.15 AM Bus-Transfer from Hotel St. George Residence to 

 Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Szentkirályi utca 28, 1088 Budapest 

- John Paul II Ceremonial Hall - 
 

 
 
 

THE GLOBAL ROUND TABLE 

9:00 – 9:30 Registration and Coffee 

9:30 – 9:40 1. Welcome and Opening Statements 

 Prof. András Zs. Varga, Dean, Pázmány Péter Catholic University 

 Dr Gilbert Fayl, President, The Global Round Table 

9:40 – 11:00 2. The Issue 

Moderator: Prof. Daniel Daianu, Minister of Finance of Romania (1997-1998) 

 “Lux Leaks” – Signals of collapse of Morality?  

 Economic advantages override Morality – Manipulated process?  

 Market pressure on Moral arguments – Intrinsic in market economics? 

 Interaction with audience * (10-15 min.) 

11:00 – 11:20 Coffee break 

11:20 – 12:40 3. Robust Morality and / or Successful Politics 

Moderator: HE Yves Leterme, Prime Minister of Belgium (2009-2011) 

 Morality as a regulator for Politics? – Examples of success / failure; 

 Politics as a regulator for Morality? - Examples of success / failure; 

 Morality and Politics as mutual regulators? - Examples of success / failure. 

 Interaction with audience * (10-15 min.) 

12:40 – 14:00 Refreshments and Sandwiches 

14:00 – 15:20 4. Morality in Politics 

Moderator: HE Prof. Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga, President of Latvia (1999-2007) 

 Inescapable hindrance? - Examples of success / failure; 

 Inescapable necessity? - Examples of success / failure; 

 Can / should political leaders be obliged to defend basic Moral values? 

 Interaction with audience * (10-15 min.) 

 ----- 

* University students in the audience will have the opportunity to ask 
questions and raise issues of concern.  
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15:20 – 16:40 5. Conclusions 

 Moderator: HE Prof. Ivo Josipović, President of Croatia (2010-2015) 

 Tour-de-Table 

 Resume by the Moderator 

16:40 – 17:00 6. “The Global Round Table Draft Recommendation” 

Moderator: Mr Ulric Fayl v. Hentaller, Director, The Global Round Table 

 Tour-de-Table 

 Resume by the Moderator 

17:00 7. Closing 

 Prof. András Zs. Varga, Dean, Pázmány Péter Catholic University 

 Dr Gilbert Fayl, President, The Global Round Table 

* 

17:30 Bus-Transfer from Pázmány Péter Catholic University to Hotel St. George 
Residence. 

19.30 –  Dinner - Baroque Lounge, Hotel St. George Residence. 

Closing dinner speech by Prof. Ismail Serageldin,  

Director of the Library of Alexandria / Advisor to the Egyptian Prime 
Minister on matters concerning culture, science, and museums 

*  * 
* 
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Message of the Earth by Gregor Gáll 
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DRAFT 

Declaration issued by The Global Round Table on the 9
th
 of May 2015 in Budapest. 

Morality in Politics 

The World is in turmoil. It is facing a series of complex challenges. Many are the 
result of irresponsible behavior - of a disconnect between governments and citizens. 

Recently two unanticipated challenges with potentially grave consequences have 
emerged: 

 The perceived post-Cold-War geo-political stability is under threat. 

 The foundations of civilizations in the 21st Century are under attack. 

The international experts at The Global Round Table 2015 Main Event1concluded that 
there is a need for a Moral compass for Humanity in the 21st Century. 

Considering: 

1. Leadership needs Morality 
Political decisions often disregard wider moral implications. This is frequently due 
to inadequate policy related paradigms, to capture by vested interests. 

One-sided focus on narrow political objectives and short-term economic gain – 
combined with limited democratic participation in deciding societal choices – can 
result in wrong political decisions, can cripple democracy. 

Political idealism, even naivety, and unfounded enthusiasm can make the situation 
even worse. 

In today’s World the needed Moral leadership is absent, at best inadequate. 

2. Solidarity needs Morality 

Solidarity as an indispensable part of rationalizing government’s actions is often 
absent both within individual countries and in the relation between countries. This 
fundamental pre-condition for peaceful co-existence is often marginalized by 
political leaders. 

Mutual solidarity often emerges as last-minute alms after humiliating negotiations. 

In today’s real politics, economic- and geopolitical gains reduce the scope for 
solidarity. 

3. Responsibility needs Morality 

European political leaders face particular challenges and responsibilities. 

While nurturing the European social model2, they must defend Western core 
values3 against inside and outside pressures. 

 The EU’s vague moral responsibility is often guided by geopolitical considerations. 

The international experts at The Global Round Table event recommend that the EU 
ought to: 

 Introduce a clear reference to Moral values and responsibilities in its 
initiatives; 

 Develop a minimum set of realistic Codes of Conduct, a “Hippocratic 
Oath”, for consideration by elected politicians before entering office; and  

 Encourage the introduction of Morality/Ethics as a subject in school 
curricula from an early age irrespective of faith.  

                                                
1
 The international expert group was moderated by the: 
- H.E. Prof. Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga; President of Latvia (1999-2007.), 
- H.E. Prof. Ivo Josipović, President of Croatia (2010-2015), 
- HE Yves Leterme, Prime Minister of Belgium (2009–2011) and  
- Prof. Daniel Daianu, Minister of Finance of Romania (1997-1998). 

2
 Notably: Comprehensive and effective welfare system, coupled to goals of equity and inclusiveness. 

3
 Notably: Primacy of the individual human being; Dignity and human rights for every human being; Equality 
between men and women; Democracy and secular governance; Rule of law and equality under law. 
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 "Before you say something make sure: 

first, it is the truth, 

second, it is something good, 

third, it is useful, 

otherwise best keep it to yourself!” 

  Triple filter test, 
 Socrates (469 BC – 399 BC). 
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EVENT INTERNATIONAL ADVISER 

H.E. Prof. Emil Constantinescu, President of Romania (1996-2000). 

Board of Trustees World Academy of Art and Science. International Board 
of Directors World Justice Project; President Academy of Cultural 
Diplomacy; Former President Bucharest University and Chairman National 
Council of Romanian Universities’ Rectors. Former leader Romanian 
democratic opposition. Director emeritus East-West Institute. 

 

KEY-NOTE SPEAKERS 

Bishop László Tökés, Member of the European Parliament since 2007 and 
Vice President between 2010-2012. 

Bishop László Tőkés was born in the Transylvanian city of Cluj/Kolozsvár 
(Romania) as the son of a theology professor. From 1971 until 1975, he 
studied at the Institute of Protestant Theology in Cluj, to become a pastor 
(until 1990). In 1990 he was made Bishop of Királyhágómellék Reformed 
Church District of Oradea/Nagyvárad.  

In his function as pastor in Timişoara (1986-1990) he spoke out against the 
Ceauşescu regime. He suffered continuous harassment throughout 1989 
due to the opposition he expressed to the plight of the church and 
systematic destruction of villages in Romania. He was forced to leave the 
town but refused to, supported by his church community. These 
demonstrations sparked the Romanian revolution. 

Tőkés is founder and Board President of the Partium Christian University 
(1999-). Founder and president of the Hungarian National Council of 
Transylvania. 

 

Prof. Ismail Serageldin, Founding Director of the Library of Alexandria in 
Egypt and chairs the Board of Directors for each of the library’s affiliated 
research institutes and museums. 

Prof. Serageldin is advisor to the Egyptian Prime Minister on matters 
concerning culture, science, and museums. 

He has been Distinguished Professor at the College de France in Paris 
(2010-2011) Vice-President of the World Bank (1993-2000), and has 
received the Public Welfare Medal of the National Academy of Sciences 
(USA), as well as the Legion d’Honneur (France) and the Order of the 
Rising Sun (Japan). He is a member of many academies, and has received 
more than 30 honorary doctorates. Dr. Serageldin serves as Chair and 
Member of a number of advisory committees for academic, research, 
scientific and international institutions and civil society efforts. He holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree in engineering from Cairo University and 
Master’s degree and a PhD from Harvard University. He lectures and 
publishes widely, and has developed a TV Science Series in Arabic and 
English. 
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MODERATORS 

 

Prof. Daniel Daianu, Minister of Finance of Romania (1997-1998). Member 
of the Board, National Bank of Romania (2014 - ). 

Professor of economics, The School of Political and Administrative Studies 
in Bucharest; First Deputy President of the Romanian Financial Supervision 
Authority (2013-2014); former member of the European Parliament (2007-
2009) and co-author of the EP report on the reform of the regulation and 
supervision of financial markets; Chairman of the Supervisory Board of 
Banca Comerciala Romana (2005-2007); Chief Economist of the National 
Bank of Romania, 1992-1997; Deputy Minister of Finance, 1992; Chairman 
of the OSCE Economic Forum, 2001;  Chairman of The Romanian 
Economic Society; member of the Romanian Academy; member of the 
European Council for Foreign Relations; member of the Board of Trustees of 
Friends of Europe; fellow of CASE (Warsaw); fellowships at Harvard 
University, The Wilson Center (Washington DC), IMF (Washington DC), 
NATO Defence College (Rome), etc; visiting professorships at Berkeley, 
UCLA, Bologna University, etc.  

Author / co-author of numerous publications, incl. The Eurozone Crisis and 
the Future of Europe, Palgrave Macmillan (2014), and "Rediscovering the 
Values of Bretton Woods". 

 

H.E. Prof. Ivo Josipović, President of Croatia (2010–2015). 

Prior to election to President, he was university professor, member of the 
Croatian Parliament, and composer. He taught Criminal Procedure Law, 
International Penal Law and Misdemeanour Law. As legal expert he took 
part in the UN PrepCom for the establishment of the International Criminal 
Court, and the Rome Diplomatic Conference. He was expert at the Council 
of Europe for monitoring prison systems in a number of countries. He 
drafted / co-drafted a number of Croatian legislative bills. He represented 
Croatia before the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia 
and the International Court of Justice. 

At the Zagreb Music Academy he taught Harmony. He published several 
books and 85 scholarly and expert papers. He composed some 50 
compositions for ensembles (symphony orchestra, chamber orchestra, 
soloists) that are performed by eminent Croatian and foreign artists. He 
received Croatian and international artistic prizes and awards, inter alia, the 
Grand Prix of the European Broadcasting Union and two Porin Croatian 
Record Awards. For a number of years he was Director of one of the largest 
festivals of contemporary music, Music Biennale Zagreb, and Secretary-
General of the Croatian Composers' Society. He has collaborated with a 
host of Croatian and foreign state, scholarly, university and artistic 
institutions (from Germany, the USA, Canada, Mongolia, Azerbaijan, 
Austria, Hungary, Finland, Italy). 
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H.E. Yves Leterme, Prime Minister of Belgium (2009–2011) 

Since June 2014 Secretary-General of the Stockholm-based 
intergovernmental organization International Institute for Democracy and 
Electoral Assistance (International IDEA). 

Mr Leterme was the Deputy Secretary General of the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) in Paris from December 
2011 to June 2014. Before joining the OECD, Yves Leterme held a variety 
of political posts in Belgium at all levels and in all areas of government. After 
starting his career as an Alderman in his home town of Ypres, he became a 
Member of Parliament in the Chamber of Representatives, Group Chairman 
and leader of the opposition, Secretary-General and Chairman of the CD&V 
party, Minister-President and Minister for Agriculture of the Flemish 
Government, Federal Senator, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of the 
Budget and Mobility, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Prime Minister. During 
Mr Leterme’s tenure as a Prime Minister, Belgium held the Presidency of 
the European Union. 

At a professional level, Yves Leterme has worked, inter alia, as a deputy 
auditor at the Belgian Court of Audit and as an administrator at the 
European Parliament. He has degrees in Law and in Political Sciences from 
the University of Ghent. 

 

H.E. Prof. Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga, President of the Republic of Latvia (1999-
2007). 

Dr. Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga is a professor and interdisciplinary scholar having 
published thirteen books and numerous articles, essays and book chapters 
in addition to her extensive speaking engagements. As President of the 
Republic of Latvia 1999-2007, she has been instrumental in achieving 
membership in the European Union and NATO for her country. She is active 
in international politics, was named Special Envoy to the Secretary General 
on United Nations reform and was official candidate for UN Secretary 
General in 2006. 

Der Vīķe-Freiberga remains active in the international arena and continues 
to speak up in defence of liberty, equality and social justice, and for the 
need of Europe to acknowledge the whole of its history. In December 2007 
she was named vice-chair of the Reflection group on the long term future of 
the European Union (2007-2010). Chair of the high-level group on Freedom 
and Pluralism of the Media in European Union, established by the vice-
president of the European Commission (2011-2012). She is also known for 
her work in psycholinguistics, semiotics and analysis of the oral literature of 
her native country. 
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PARTICIPANTS 

 

 

Prof. Agni Vlavianos Arvanitis, President and Founder, Biopolitics 
International Organisation. 

Founded the Biopolitics International Organisation in Athens in 1985, to 
promote international environmental cooperation and education. Visiting 
Professor of Bioethics, Panteion University; Fellow, World Academy of Art & 
Science; Hon. Prof., St. Petersburg Technological University; Doctor Honoris 
Causa, Mendeleyev University; Founding President, Club of Rome Hellenic 
Chapter; Member, Vienna Economic Forum, Club of Rome, European 
Generation Foundation, Balkan Political Club, Club of Rome Brussels-EU 
Chapter, International Bioethics Society, Euro-Arab Cooperation Center, 
Journal of Cleaner Production Editorial Board, Pontifical Academy for Life, 
Transparency International and National Society of Greek Writers. Recipient 
of: 2004 Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences Biopolicy Award; election with 
M. Gorbachev, N. Mandela and M. Strong as Hon. President for Life by UNA 
Sri Lanka; Honorary Diploma from Ukrainian Minister of Emergencies; Abdi 
Ipekci Peace and Friendship Prize; VEA Environmental Award; WATA 
Peace Through Tourism Award; Albert Schweitzer Gold Medal. 

Nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize several times. 

Ms Katka Benešová, Head of Association of Chartered Certified 
Accountants for the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hungary. 

Responsible for building business relationships and grow the ACCA market 
in the assigned region. At ACCA she actively seeks to enhance the public 
value of accounting in society and business ethics and to ensure 
accountancy as a profession continues to grow in reputation and influence. 
She has been involved in finance professional training and people talent 
development for over 15 years while working for ATC International and 
Arthur Andersen. 

Katka Benešová is CIPD member (Chartered Institute of Personnel & 
Development). Also board member of the ABSL Czech Republic 
(Association of Business Service Leaders) as well as co-founder and a 
board member of the CFO Club in Slovakia. 

Ms Kinga Debisso, Research Fellow and PhD candidate at the European 
Union Law Department of Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Budapest. 

She earned a Master’s degree in law (2010). She has been working in the 
Office of the Ombudsman for Future Generations of Hungary as a chief 
legal advisor since 2012. 

Ms. Debisso also served as an international legal advisor at the Ministry of 
Public Administration and Justice of the Hungarian Government, where she 
was involved in the negotiations aimed at the implementation of the 
Gabčíkovo-Nagymaros judgement (dated 25 September 1997) of the 
International Court of Justice of The Hague. 
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Dr. Gilbert Fayl, President, The Global Round Table.  

Formerly, Secretary of Foreign Affairs, European Academy of Sciences and 
Arts. Prior, EU Commission: diplomatic service, and member of core team 
that conceptually developed the EU RTD Framework Programmes and their 
evaluation. 

Earlier, represented Denmark in international S/T co-operations. 

Mr. Ivo Grga, President of European Movement Split 

Ensuring civil society role in EU accession process and development. 
Attorney-at-law; representative at ECHR; member of Croatian Bar 
Association, specialised in civil-, business-, administrative- and human-
rights law. Involved in cultural policies and regional co-operation. 

Postgraduate programmes CEU Budapest and IDLO Rome. 

Mr. Ulric Fayl v. Hentaller, Director, The Global Round Table. 

Chief Adviser to the Chairman, Hares Group. Initiator of various European 
wide networks. Experienced adviser on European affairs: EU policies, 
funding and projects. Formerly: European Commission; Adviser to President 
of EASA; high-tech and start-up companies; Manager “Big Six”; and 
international commodities-trading. 

Junior fellow, World Academy of Art and Science. 

Ms Katarina Jagic, President Croatian Small Business Union / GEW 
Croatia Host. 

ECQA Certified EU Project Manager; Entrepreneur, volunteer 15 years, 
visionary, motivator, partnerships builder. Active in GEW-Global 
Entrepreneurship Week, unique platform for start-ups. Experienced in EU 
funds. 

Member of the Boards, European Small Business Alliance; World SMEs’ 
Union. 

Mr Radovan Jelasity, CEO of Erste Bank Hungary Zrt. 

Radován Jelasity joint Erste Bank Hungary as of 1 June 2011. He is a highly 
esteemed banker who is thoroughly familiar with Central and Eastern 
Europe and whose outstanding track record combines commercial banking 
and supervisory experience. 

Radován Jelasity served as Governor of the National Bank of Serbia 
between 2004 and 2010 and Vice Governor in the previous period starting 
2001. As such, he played a critical role in consolidating the Serbian banking 
and insurance sector, strengthening the regulatory and supervisory 
framework and representing Serbia in key-negotiations with international 
financial institutions. As a Vice Governor he was a board member of the 
Banking Rehabilitation Agency (BRA), where he helped reorganize the 
banking system and launch the privatization of several large banks. 
Previously, Mr. Jelasity worked for McKinsey & Company in Frankfurt, 
focusing on banking projects in Germany, Poland and Bulgaria. 

He started his banking career with Deutsche Bank in Frankfurt where he 
worked for four years as a Regional Manager responsible for Central and 
Eastern Europe.  
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Dr Tomasz Kosmider, President and Founder of the Technology Partners, 
Warsaw. 

Technology Partners is an Advanced Technology Centre - a leading 
association of Polish R&D Institutes. His previous functions: Director at the 
Banking Computer Centre in the National Bank of Poland, Director of the 
Master of Business Administration Programme, International School of 
Commerce in Rynia, Managing Director of GEOKART International 
Consulting Engineers in Warsaw and Algiers, and Economic Attaché for EU 
relations in the Polish Embassy, Brussels. Leader or Expert in projects 
carried out by Arthur D. Little, relating to the R&D sector, R&D 
management, enterprise and infrastructure restructuring. Participant and 
speaker of many EU, OECD, EIRMA, ISPIM,RADMA and other  
international conferences  on S&T co-operation and R&D management.  

Member of EURAB 2, Member of the Board for EARTO and 
Knowledge4Innovation. Dr Kosmider holds a Ph.D., Warsaw University, 
Poland, and MBA INSEAD, Fontainebleau, France. 

Mr Charles Kovacs, Chairman of Supervisory Board of Lapcom Publishing 

Co Ltd. 

In 1991 Director, Corporate Finance, Price Waterhouse, and then Head of 
the Budapest office of BZW and Barclays Bank Representative Office for 
Hungary and Slovenia. In 1997 appointed Senior Advisor at Citibank 
concentrating on the Hungarian private pension market. In 1998 and 2009, 
Senior Advisor to Arthur Andersen, British Airways, and Lehman Brothers, 
and also worked for UNCTAD on projects in Bosnia-Herzegovina, and 
Kenya, and in 2008-2012, member of the Supervisory Board of Pannonia 
Life Insurance plc. 

Formerly a vice president of the Chase Manhattan Bank, served in London, 
New York, Frankfurt, Singapore, Beirut and Athens. Later, he was secretary 
of Chase’s Country Risk Committee and was subsequently responsible for 
governmental relations for the Third World debt problem, and structural 
reforms in the rescheduling countries. From 1991 onwards active with the 
Business and Industry Advisory Committee to the OECD (BIAC) and 
represented BIAC OECD meetings, especially with regards to transitioning 
countries. Currently Vice Chair of the BIAC Finance Task Force. 

Graduate of Clark University (B.A) and of the Fletcher School of Law and 

Diplomacy (M.A., M.A.L.D.). 

Dr h.c. Pierre Laconte, Board Member, Club of Rome EU Chapter. 

Was one of the three partners of Groupe Urbanisme-Architecture, set up in 
1969 by the Catholic U. of Louvain to produce a development plan of 
“Louvain-la-Neuve”, a new university town, close to Brussels, and co-
ordinate its implementation. Its centre is car-free. It includes a new railway 
station. Its shopping mall, linked to the station, attracts 8 million visitors per 
year. It received the UIA Abercrombie Award.  

Previously, CEO of the International Association of Public Transport; 
European Environment Agency Scientific Committee member; Council 
member of Europa Nostra; expert member of ICOMOS. 

Member of the German Academy of fine Arts in Berlin, and Dr h.c. of Napier 
U. in Edinburgh. 

Latest publication in English: “Sustainable Urban Environments in Europe - 
Evaluation Criteria and Practices” (London: I.B. Tauris, late 2015).  
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Prof. János Martonyi, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Hungary (1998-2002, 
2010-2014) 

Prof János Martonyi is a Doctor of Law and Political Sciences, politician, 
legal scholar, diplomat, attorney and university professor. Between 1984 
and 1998 he held different positions in the Ministry of Foreign Trade, the 
Ministry of Trade, and the Ministry for International Economic Relations and 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, between 1994 and 1998, then from 2002 
until 2009 attorney and managing partner at Baker & McKenzie’s Budapest 
office.  

Since 1987 he has lectured at several universities. He is member of the 
Batthyány Circle of Professors and of the European Academy of Sciences 
and Arts. He is author of numerous articles and essays in the field of 
international economic and trade law, competition law, European 
integration, cooperation in Central Europe, geopolitics and global 
regulations. 

He is an international arbitrator and member of the Panel of Arbitrators of 
ICSID. Prof Martonyi has been decorated with Commander’s Cross with the 
Star of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Hungary, and with several other 
foreign state decorations. 

Prof. El Beheiri Nadja, Head of Department for Roman Law, Pázmány 
Péter Catholic University, Budapest. 

Graduated from the University of Vienna, afterwards she studied Roman 
Law at the Università “La Sapienza” in Rome, Italy. Her research field 
covers the role of morals and virtues as foundations of both legal and 
political thinking. Within this scope, she also investigates the 19

th
-century 

reception of ancient principles – she wrote several papers, as well as a 
monograph on this topic. In addition to this, her research work is equally 
focused on the revival of the investigation of ancient natural law, mainly in 
the works of Cicero and Ulpian. After the speech held by Pope Benedict XVI 
in the German “Bundestag”, she arranged an international, 
interdenominational and interdisciplinary workshop with regards to this topic. 
The papers and uniquely the discussions of this exceptional workshop were 
published in 2012. In the course of the previous years, she participated in 
several conferences and workshops on natural law thinking in Roman law 
and in the theology of Pope Benedict XVI. 

She is currently the Editor-in-Chief for Pázmány Law Review, the 
international legal journal of the Catholic University. 

Prof. Balázs Schanda, Pro-Dean, Head of Department of Constitutional 
Law 

He is member of the European Consortium for Church and State Research 
and of the International Consortium of Law and Religion Studies. 

Prof. Balázs Schanda earned his degree in Legal and Political Sciences at 
Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest, Hungary. He holds a Licenciate in 
Canon Law, a Ph.D. and a Habilitation in Legal Sciences. He is head of the 
Department of Constitutional Law at the Faculty of Law and Political 
Sciences of the Pázmány Péter Catholic University in Budapest. From 2007 
to 2013 he served as the dean of the Faculty. 

He lectures and publishes mainly in constitutional law, ecclesiastical law, 
religious freedom issues, and church-state relations. 
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Prof. Ivo Slaus, Honorary President of the World Academy of Art and 
Science (Dec, 2013-); President of the same Academy (2011-Dec. 2013). 

Member of The Club of Rome since 1988. Member of the Pugwash Council 
(2002-). Member of the European Leadership Network (2010-). Founding 
member Academia Europaea (1988) and European Physical Society (1969). 
Member of Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts (1977-), corresponding 
member of Macedonian and Montenegrin Academies (since 2006). 
Professor of physics (since 1967). Visiting professor: UCLA (1964-2003), 
Duke University (1980-), Georgetown University (1979-1992), Free 
University Amsterdam, Kyoto University, etc. 

Author of 276 scientific publications and six monographs in physics, invited 
speaker at over 50 international conferences. Research: nuclear and 
particle physics, medical physics, science policy, security, sustainable 
development and human capital. Founder and president of journal Cadmus. 
Dean Dag Hammarskjold University College for International Affairs and 
Diplomacy (since 2010). Member Croatian Parliament (2000-2004). 

 
Dr Josephine Stein, Principal Research Fellow in Innovation Studies, 
University of East London, UK. 

Dr Stein holds a PhD in Mechanical Engineering from MIT and has worked 
as a cryogenic/ aerospace engineer at the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory. 

Dr Stein’s career in S&T policy analysis has included working for the US 
Congress, with the European Commission, at The Royal Society (UK) and 
in academia, where she directed studies for the European Commission and 
Parliament, the ESRC (UK) and the National Science Foundation (USA), as 
well as consultancy for the OECD Global Science Forum on international 
cooperation in S&T. Her research has covered socio-technical innovation 
systems; science, technology and sustainable development; information 
technology ethics; and constructing human security. 

Dr Stein has written/ edited/ contributed to 15 books and she has published 
numerous journal articles, including as the guest editor of a special issue of 
Science & Public Policy on ‘Globalisation, science, technology and policy’. 

 
Mr Zsolt Szilágyi, Candidate in the 2014 Romanian Presidential election 

Member of the Romanian Parliament (1990-2004). Co-founder of the 
Hungarian National Council of Transylvania. Head of cabinet to MEP László 
Tőkés since 2007. Member of the Board to European Platform of Memory 
and Conscience. President of the Hungarian People's Party of Transylvania. 

Graduated in political science. 

  



 29 

 

 

Prof. András Zs. Varga, Dean, Professor of Public Law, Faculty of Law and 
Political Sciences, Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Budapest (PPCU). 

Former Deputy Attorney General of Hungary. Prof. Varga started his 
professional experience as legal advisor at the Parliamentary 
Commissioners' Office, later he served as General Director of the Office. He 
served for nine years as Deputy Attorney General of Hungary and for other 
four years as counsellor of the Prosecutor General's Office. After some 
years of academic career at the Eövös Loránt University of Science in 
Budapest and Széchenyi István University in Győr he was nominated as 
full-time Professor and Head of Department Administrative Law of the 
PPCU, where he currently serves as Dean of Faculty of Law. 

Prof. Varga is member of the European Commission for Democracy through 
Law (Venice Commission), the European Law Institute, the Research 
Network on EU Administrative Law, vice-chair of the Hungarian Section of 
the Fédération Internationale pour le Droit Européen. 

 
H.E. Kateryna Yushchenko, Chairman of the Ukraine 3000 Foundation 
that raised and distributed over $ 50 million dollars in assistance over the 
past nine years.  

Wife of the Third President of Ukraine Victor Yushchenko (2005-2010). 

With an undergraduate degree in International Economics from Georgetown 
University and an MBA from the University of Chicago, she served as 
Country Director and Bank Training Manager for KPMG/Barents Group in 
Ukraine. Before coming to Ukraine, Mrs. Yushchenko held positions at the 
Joint Economic Committee of Congress, Department of Treasury, The 
White House, State Department, and the Washington office of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America. 

She is a recipient of numerous honours, including Golden Pyramid Award 
from UNESCO, Public Sector Alumni Award from the University of Chicago 
Graduate School of Business, Pope with Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice Medal, 
Medal of the Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem, Truman-Reagan Medal 
of Freedom, Swedish Order of the Polar Star 

* 
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