
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Experience, engage, enjoy. Arta 
and Preveza are a dream 
destination. Experience world-
class recreation, explore 
historic landmarks and visit 
the oracle of the dead on the 
banks of the Acheron River, 
the site where the souls of the 
departed would descend to 
Hades. Enjoy unspoiled 
shorelines, evergreen forests, 
and miles of hiking trails 
through uniquely beautiful 
Natura 2000 protected areas. 
Engage in festivals and other 
cultural events, and take 
pleasure in the warm welcome 
and relaxed pace that awaits 
you while vacationing in Arta 
and Preveza. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Achilles 
 
In Epirus, the legendary Trojan War 
hero Achilles was worshiped as a 
god with the epithet “aseptos,” 
meaning speechless, expressionless. 
 
Heracles 
 
After having seized the cattle of 
Geryones, son of Poseidon, Heracles 
returned to Ambrakia where Hera 
punished him by scattering the 
herd. Heracles managed to recover 
most of the animals and delivered 
them to King Eurystheas of Mycenae 
as an offering to Hera. 
 
Another myth mentions that 
Artemis, Apollo and Heracles fought 
over Ambrakia. The battle 
transpired near the Baths of 
Heracles in the present-day village 
of Hanopoulo, the legendary 
Dryopian Land. The local hero 
Cragaleus was appointed umpire and 
decided to award Ambrakia to 
Heracles. In great anger, Apollo 
turned him into a rock, visible on 
the western slope of Mt. Gilberina. 
 
 
 
 

…the Rock of “Vavo” – 
Grandma’s Rock  

Local folklore tells of an old 
shepherdess who mocked the month 
of March and was turned into a rock 
for her disrespect. This rock, the 
Rock of Vavo (= grandma, old 
woman) can be seen on the western 
slope of Mt. Gilberina, rising 3m 
above the ancient road that 
connects Arta with inland Epirus. 

 

 
 

Heracles fights with Geryones, 540 BCE. 
Louvre Museum 

 

Mythos – legends and history 

Visit: 
 Visit unique cultural sites 

and follow the trails of 
ancient myths and 
legends. 

Live: 
 Live an unforgettable experience. Draw 

inspiration from the themes of mythology 
that represent time-spanning dimensions 
enriching both the present and the future. 

 

Traveling through time in Arta  
and Preveza 

Linking the past to the present and inspiring  
the future 

● ● ● 
Mythos	inspires	creativity	and	
can	help	us	to	optimize	the	
cultural	wealth	of	humanity.	

● ● ● 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

… Acheron, river of the 
underworld 
 
Acheron was the son of the sun god, 
Helios. Its water was originally 
fresh, but Zeus changed it into 
bitter and fetid water, because, 
during the war with the Titans, 
Acheron provided Zeus’ enemies 
with drinking water. To atone for 
his offense, Zeus condemned 
Acheron to flow through Hades. 
The Kokkytos and the Pyriflegethon 
joined the Acheron and also flowed 
through Hades. Along with the Styx 
and the Lethe, they symbolized the 
woes of tormented souls. The 
Kokkytos and the Pyriflegethon 
flowed side by side before cascading 
into the Acheron. 
 
Odysseas 
 
The sorceress Circe instructs 
Odysseus to disembark at the spot 
where the Kokkytos meets the 
Acheron, in order to march on into 
the kingdom of Hades. Odysseas 
reaches the banks of the Acheron 
before descending into Hades to ask 
the seer Teiresias for guidance. 
Upon disembarking, he offers 
sacrifices to Hades and Persephone 
 
 
 
Location: the village of Ammoudia 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ascalaphus, the owl... 
 
Acheron had a son, Ascalaphus, who 
tended the gardens of Hades. After 
Zeus promised Persephone’s 
mother, Demeter, that she would 
let her return from the underworld 
provided she had eaten nothing 
during her sojourn there, Ascalaphus 
revealed to him that she had tasted 
some pomegranate seeds. In anger, 
Demeter transformed the tattling 
Ascalaphus into an owl. 
 
…the daemon Melinoe 
 
According to the Orphic Hymns, 
Persephone, unbeknownst to Hades, 
mated with Zeus on the banks of the 
Kokkytos and gave birth to Melinoe, 
a frightful underworld demon who 
wandered at night striking fear and 
confusion into the living. 
 
The Argonauts 
 
Ancient sources, including 
Ηerodotus and Apollonius Rhodius, 
mention that the Argonauts crossed 
the Acheron during their travels in 
search of the Golden Fleece. 
 
Achilles 
 
A small lake on the east side of the 
cavern of Styx is known as the 
“Christening Tub of Achilles.” 
Legend tells that Achilles’ mother, 
Thetis, dipped her son in this lake to 
make him immortal. 
 
 
 

Orpheus and Eurydice 
 
Orpheus, the legendary musician, 
married Eurydice who was soon 
killed by a snakebite. Orpheus 
ventured himself to the underworld 
to attempt to bring her back to life. 
His music so moved Hades that 
Orpheus was allowed to take 
Eurydice with him on the condition 
that they never look back. The 
couple climbed up toward the exit, 
but Orpheus turned back to share 
his delight with Eurydice. In that 
moment, she disappeared. 
Overcome with grief, Orpheus spent 
seven days and nights on the banks 
of the Acheron lamenting the loss of 
his wife.  
 
 
 

… the Arta Bridge 
 
The Arta Bridge, the city’s most prominent landmark, spans the 
Arachthos River and is famously referred to in local folk songs 
and ballads. It was built in the early 17th century CE, upon a 
structure originally erected during the period of the Despotate of 
Epirus, but, according to Pliny, its foundations date back to the 
reign of King Pyrrhus of Epirus in the 3rd century BCE. 
The great difficulty in building such a monumental and elegant 
structure gave birth to a number of myths and legends. In the 
most famous legend, the head mason is forced to entomb his 
lovely young wife in the foundations to prevent the bridge from 
crumbling. This legend has inspired many literary and musical 
works across Europe. 
 



 

 

…rivers of wailing… 
 
River of the underworld, the Kokkytos, son of Styga (Styx), the eldest of the 
Oceanides, was referred to as “the river of wailing.” Its waters were said to 
rise from the tears of mourners who cried over the loss of their departed 
relatives. 
 
…the Cimmerians… 
 
Legend tells that the area was the entrance to Hades, the underworld. It was 
haunted by the Cimmerians (mythical people personifying the souls of the 
dead and inhabiting a land of perpetual darkness) and by the night-watchers 
of the Gates of Hades, who were close companions of Cerberus, the 
monstrous, three-headed watchdog of the underworld. 
 
…Styx (Styga)  
 
Hesiod personified Styx, one of the Oceanides, as the daughter of Oceanus 
and the mother of Emulation, Victory, Power, and Might. She dwelled in 
Hades, away from the other gods, and visited Mt. Olympus only once, when 
she came to Zeus’ aid during the Titanomachy. To reward her loyalty, Zeus 
appointed her children, Power and Might, as executors of his dynastic rule. 
 
Location: Τhe Cavern of Styga lies on the eastern slopes of Mt. Erimitis, 
west of the village of Tzara in Koroni, and approximately 500m west of the 
Koroni–Morfio municipal road. 
 
… Necromanteio – Oracle of the Dead 
 
The Oracle of the Dead stands on a small hill, once an island on lake 
Acherousia (the lake was drained in 1950) and considered the gateway to 
Hades, the underworld. Pilgrims visited the Oracle to communicate with the 
souls of the departed. The Oracle was surrounded by the sacred Grove of 
Persephone and was affiliated with cults of deities of the underworld. It was 
destroyed by the Romans in 167 BCE.Underground caves and gorges where 
the waters of the Acheron disappeared were associated with the Gates of 
Hades. The current morphology of the area very closely resembles the 
ancient descriptions of Homer, Herodotus, Thucydides, Stabo and Pausanias. 
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Achilles is dipped in the waters of the Styx 
Silver plate, 350 CE 

Kaiseraugst, Augst Museum 

 
 
 

The Necromanteio of Acheron 
© Greek Ministrry of Culture 

 

Myth and nature – biotourism perspectives 
 
Mythology is as platform from which we can launch powerful new perspectives of the world.  
Biotourism draws from the incredible wealth of ancient history and culture to inspire creativity and vision.  

 
BIOPOLITICS INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANISATION  
 

10 Tim. Vassou St., Athens 11521 
Greece, tel. (+30) 2106432419 

info@biopolitics.gr 
www.biopolitics.gr 


