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Background 

Human society is currently undergoing changes of a nature unprecedented 
in both magnitude and intensity. The outcome of this development will 

be a different type of civilization based mainly on knowledge, information, 
communication and the most importantly – mobility. One of the main 
difficulties in this transition is the emerging gap between the accelerating pace 
of technological change and the slower pace of cultural evolution. The changes in 
technology, in turn, are closely connected to broader issues, including political 
and economic change, energy concerns, natural resources, food supply, health, 
individual quality of life, and many more. 

This conference will focus on three major topics: A. Political and Economic 
Change; B. Environment, Energy and Sustainability, and C. Humans and 
Machines. The subheadings are only suggestions for issues to be discussed.

A. Political and economic change

◆  One world – many regions; 
◆  Nation-state vs. region-state; 
◆  Globalism vs. anti-globalism, Global vs. local regulation; 
◆  Capitalism and its association to a global free market and 

private economic sector, measure of progress; 
◆  Democratization of international institutions with reference 

to individuals and supranational institutions; 
◆  Social justice and private property; 
◆  International institutions and participation; 
◆  Ethnic localism and religion, fear of loss of identity; 
◆  Social networks as limitations to official politics; 
◆  Emphasis on cooperation over competition. 



B. Environment, energy and sustainability

◆  Biodiversity, deforestation, loss of arable land; 
◆  Land use, pollution, water scarcity, and waste management; 
◆  Climate change, and energy problems; 
◆  Agriculture, biotechnology and genetically modified organisms (GMOs); 
◆  Natural resources, market economy and sustainability; 
◆  Urbanization and human habitats; 
◆  Population issues: growth, distribution, quality of life;
◆  Food supply.

C. Humans and machines

◆ Social implications of emerging technologies: substitution of humans 
with technical devices, humans and information technology, humans and 
artificial intelligence, the development and potential of new devices such 
as smart phones and 3D printers as well as inexpensive clever technology; 

◆ Technology-enabled social control; 
◆ Limits to human-machine interaction: robots and human emotion, 

human intelligence and artificial intelligence, possibilities and limits; 
◆ Adaptability to technological changes (The Reactive 

Response, The Adaptive Response); 
◆ Technology and ethics; 
◆ Technology and democracy.



Abstract submission: 

To be written in English. It should be one page A 4 at the most. The abstract 
should include full list of authors, address for communication (the first author) 
and the objective of the work and its possible applications.

Dates to note: 
 Deadline for abstract: 31 October 2013 year
 Approval: 15 December 2013 year
 Full paper: 15 March 2014 year

Abstract should be sent to: 
 Montenegrin Academy of Sciences and Arts, 
 Rista Stijovica 5, 81000 Podgorica, Montenegro
 tel. +382 20 655 457, fax. +382 20 655 451
 e-mail: opn@canu.ac.me

Local costs (local transport, logging and food) will be covered by Montenegrin 
Academy of Sciences and Arts for participants presenting papers.


