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Rio + 10 urgent steps beyond sustainable development
The challenge of the continuity of bios

Biopolitics - A force for change
in a time of environmental challenges

t a time when world leaders are planning the Rio+10 Sum-
Amit we must take a critical look back at what has been accom-
plished and what still remains unfulfilled. To make the ten-year
review comprehensive and useful, we need to see what lessons
we have learned and what new factors have emerged to change
the picture. The weaknesses in the implementation of sustain-
able development concepts lie in the absence of an internation-
ally agreed upon strategy and of a unified vision. It is the goal of
the Biopolitics International Organisation (B.I1.O.) to provide the
needed guidelines for the enrichment of sustainable development

International action to save the environment
requires more than just environment ministers
meeting together at conferences. There has
to be a dramatic change in how humankind sees
its responsibilities towards protecting the
environment, with a fresh emphasis on the role
of humankind as stewards of the environment.
One organisation that has been doing this basic
work is the Biopolitics International Organisation.

Keith Suter, Consultant for Social Policy, Australia, November 2000

with a “biocentric” vision and to contribute to a renaissance of val-
ues for all humanity.

To meet the challenges of the new millennium, education
requires a radical shift away from intra-disciplinary entrenchment
and into creative and thoughtful action for the development of the
highest potential of each individual. The purpose and responsi-
bility of bio-education is to uplift the spirit of humanity and to
reverse the crisis in values that has resulted in serious environmental
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deterioration. By providing interdisciplinary models with the envi-
ronment at the core of every speciality, bio-education seeks to
apply environmental protection to every academic and profes-
sional initiative.

A range of problems are confronting humanity and are affect-
ing the development of national states, economic markets and
local communities throughout the world. Increasingly, with infor-
mation and communication technologies empowering individu-
als everywhere, humanity’s future rests with new models of thought,
action, communication and participation.

A millennium vision in policy - bio-policy - is the need of the
hour and a way to exit the present crisis in values.

The Olympic Spirit
cease fire during the Olympic Games

conomic development at the expense of the environment is a

disastrous prize. Environmental abuse is a heavy load resting
on the shoulders of future generations. But how can we encour-
age every citizen on the planet to become involved in environ-
mental protection? The word “athletics” comes from the Greek term
“athlos” meaning achievement, both physical and mental. The
Olympic Games is a perfect opportunity to turn the world’s posi-
tively focused attention to the environment. Achievements in envi-
ronmental protection - in all professions and specialities - can be
awarded Bios Prizes so that every individual may participate in
the race to save the environment.

The Olympiads should be periods of world peace and occasions
for all citizens to celebrate the unifying concepts brought forth by
the Olympic spirit. At the same time, the global community can be
sensitised to the value of a harmonious co-existence as a vehicle
for achieving a better quality of life. Since its inception in 1985, B.L.O.
has been promoting the revival of the ancient ideal of cease fire dur-
ing the Olympics, a proposal adopted as a UN resolution. The
hope is that the environment will act as a unifying force for peace,
leading to a new social structure, where respect for the continua-
tion of life on our planet will be at the core of every action and thought.

BioNews “on line”

Please help us to save on mailing costs
by reading the on-line edition of BioNews

Solutions and strategies for progress

ociety needs to mobilise every one of its elements and strive

for a better future. We are now consumed in an inverted pyra-
mid structure, where nothing is in balance because the right pri-
orities have not been set. The pyramid may once again become
re-inverted once we acknowledge the value of basing the entire
structure of society on bios promoting values.

New economics, new profit

Environmental destruction is still cheap, because the world has
not yet endorsed bios as the real wealth of humanity. A three-
dimensional approach to economic development, featuring the envi-
ronment as the core of all structural and fundamental economic
policies, could help to redefine the concept of profit so that it
focuses more on internal wealth, preservation of natural resources
as a measurable part of a nation’s prosperity, better health and the
protection of biodiversity, dimensions which constitute a “gen-
uine” profit for society.

Ethics and the environment

Environmental damage is often worse in areas with human rights
abuses. Where human rights are weak, environmental concerns
cannot be raised effectively. Moreover, we have to be aware that
the environment deserves direct moral consideration. How can we
ethically reconcile our existence with the rapid deterioration of
life on our planet? In addition to “human rights” there exists a series
of “human obligations” geared toward our common responsibil-
ity to preserve the environment and improve quality of life on a
global level.

Bio-diplomacy - focuses on the interdependence of all forms
of life and calls upon diplomats and people of influence to engage
in a collective endeavour in defence of the environment. Joint
efforts to protect the environment can enhance international rela-
tions and act as a bridge between global impetus and decision-mak-
ing at the national and local levels.

Biopolitics International Organisation
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Since 1987, BioNews has been reach-
ing more than 3,000 B.I.O. support-
ers, members, and friends in 120 coun-
tries around the world. We are commit-
ted to informing you of all our news and
projects, and believe that there is no bet-
ter way of staying in touch than through
these regular mailings.

Over the past year, however, the cost
of these mailings has more than tripled.
This has been a severe blow for a non-
profit organisation with limited spon-
sorship opportunities, but we would like
to continue to issue BioNews despite all
the financial difficulties.

For some time now, technology has
made it possible for us to include all
issues of BioNews as pdffiles on the B.I.O.
website. We realise it is special to receive
BioNews in your mailbox, but we would
like to ask you to assist us in dealing with
the outrageous increase in mailing costs

by letting us know that you would be
willing to access BioNews through the
B.1.O. website at www.biopolitics.gr

BioNews is uploaded on our website
shortly after it has been sent to the print-
ers. Please send your e-mail address to
bio@hol.gr so that we can inform you
of the new BioNews web postings.

It will be of significant value to the
work of Biopolitics if you would consid-
er assisting us in the effort to save on
mailing costs by filling out the enclosed
coupon:

I will be reading BioNews on line.

Name:
E-mail:
City:
Country:

new web site

www.biopolitics.gr

Bio-Syllabus

for European Environmental Education

Edhied by Dr, Agnl Vavis

O. meets the challenge of environmental

education with new CD-Rom

B

io-Syllabus for European Environmental Edu-
cation is the new B.1.O. CD-Rom. Designed

as a consummate environmental education tool,
it seeks to act as a catalyst in the building of an
environmentally sound society. The CD-Rom
offers text and audiovisual material on plethora of

topi

cs. It also includes references from B.L.O.’s exten-

sive electronic library.

The purpose of this pioneering work is to

encourage every citizen to embrace environmental

ethi

ics and to join environmentally committed leg-

islators, decision-makers and thinkers in influ-
encing governmental regulation of bio-policy
around the world.

More information on pages 4,10,11
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BIO Goals

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION FOR THE BET-
TER UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION OF
BIOS (LIFE) AND THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT

The environment recognises no ideological or
geographical boundaries, no East-West, North-South
or developed-developing countries. Bios provides the
unifying force for the harmonious co-existence of all
forms of life, leading to a new era of bio-diplomacy.

BIO-CULTURE - BIO-ENVIRONMENT
These are two essential dimensions for building new so-
cietal values for the millennium.

PROMOTION OF BIO-EDUCATION

The International University for the Bio-Environment
(I.U.B.E.) was launched to reform education world-
wide by promoting biocentric curricula and satellite
education.

BIO-ASSESSMENT OF TECHNOLOGY

A diachronic search for new societal values will chan-
nel technological progress in a direction that leads to a
better quality of life through environmetal appreciation.

INTERNATIONAL LEGISLATION ON BIOS RIGHTS
Itis important to protect all forms of life by enacting rules
that prevent the deterioration of the bio-
environment, and ensure the fundamental right to a
clean environment and to a better quality of life.

A WORLD REFERENDUM
This would allow people throughout the world to express
their willingness to preserve bios on our planet.

RAISING AWARENESS OF THE RAMIFICATIONS OF
THE BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

More people would realise that progress in the biolog-
ical sciences relates to their own field of interest. This
acknowledgement may lead to new fields of human en-
deavour, such as bio-legislation, bio-medicine, bio-
ethics, bio-arts, bio-linguistics, bio-economics, bio-ath-
letics, bio-communication, bio-history, bio-education
and bio-diplomacy.

ENVIRONMENTAL OLYMPICS - BIOS PRIZES

Bios Prizes should be given in every discipline and with
the participation of every member of society to reward
excellence in environmental protection.

CEASE-FIRE DURING THE OLYMPIC GAMES

Since the 1980’s, B.1.O. has promoted the introduction
of a cease-fire during the Olympic Games, a proposal
which has been adopted as a Resolution by the UN
General Assembly.

PROPOSED ACTION

a bio-syllabus and new curricula for every level of
education, as well as electronic and audio-visual
materials on issues related to bios and the envi-
ronment

a Green Salary instead of benefits for the unem-
ployed, with the commitment to contribute to the
protection of the environment

environmental action groups drawing both on the
enthusiasm of the young and the experience of
senior citizens, to tackle local issues

a bios-supporting economic strategy to replace
destructive policies, and promote a world-wide
interdisciplinary exchange of information on the
appreciation of the environment

an electronic Bank of Ideas to create a rich repos-
itory of information and reflections on bios.

SPONSORS
2001-2002

European Commission
Kitty P. Kyriacopoulos
Nicos J. Vardinoyannis Foundation
Pyrros N. Vardinoyannis
Greek Ministry of Culture
Prefecture of the Dodecanese
Alpha Bank
The A.G. Leventis Foundation
Mandylas S.A.
loannis Vassiliou
Lonza Ltd.

Action Link/Action Synergy S.A
Hellas-on-Line

Xerox Hellas S.A.

Africa

Algeria, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso,

Chad, Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambia,
Ghana, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Libya,

Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritius,
Morocco, Mozambique, Nigeria, Senegal,
Seychelles, South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania,

Togo, Uganda, Zimbabwe

The Americas
Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda,
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Cuba,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guyana,
Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Peru,
USA, Uruguay, Venezuela

Asia

Armenia, Bahrain, Bangladesh,

Cambodia, China and Hong Kong, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Korea,
Kuwait, Lebanon, Malaysia, Nepal,
Pakistan, The Philippines, Saudi Arabia,
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Syria,
Thailand, United Arab Emirates

Europe
Albania, Austria, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Fin-
land, France, FYROM, Georgia, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova,
Monaco, The Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia,
Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, UK,
Vatican, Yugoslavia

Oceania
Australia, New Zealand, Papua New
Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands

Editorial

any people believe that
M humanity lives in an era
of decline. A global shad-

ow of environmental deteriora-
tion shows the approaching dan-
gers that threaten our very exis-
tence. Bios has been evolving for
hundreds of millions of years. We
need to awaken our appreciation
to this enormous gift, as we are
moving into the new millennium.

Our ripening into maturity and
survival will depend on our ability to assimilate the explo-
sive progress of technology towards a new culture - bio-
culture - webbed with unifying values and based on a bet-
ter understanding and respect of the “rights” of bios. This
should provide the opportunity to see the future with a
new vision, where technology can serve as a revelation
of the truth and where every endeavour is governed by
respect for and appreciation of the environment.

Environmental harmony and peace can broaden our hori-
zons so that we may become more aware not only of the
enormous beauty and diversity of bios but also of the
fragile interdependence of all forms of life. This increased
awareness of our responsibility as human beings on this
planet could allow for positive and cohesive forces to lead
us to a brighter future. Progress in technology gradually
enables us to unveil the spectrum of the rainbow of knowl-
edge and to use this knowledge for the benefit of human-
ity and the bio-environment.

In this global effort, literature and "mythos" may serve
as the best pathway to propagate understanding and
induce inspiration and an appreciation of the preservation
of life on our planet. All literature deals with bios, but a
new awareness may be required to accentuate the joy we
can derive from this enormous gift. No moment goes by
without writing the greatest of literary masterpieces, high-
er in calibre than any human creation. Every cell synthe-
sizes trillions of molecules. Words spelled by the cell,
such as proteins, may require as many as thousands of let-
ters each. One misplaced letter makes the difference
between health and disease. The ongoing miracle of life
produces the most beautiful script.

This dynamic process of harmony can provide hope and
inspiration for the future. Scholars, artists, authors, may
channel their creativity and promote international co-
operation in the protection of bios, as revealed by the
perspectives provided by technology. Drawing inspira-
tion from mythology and the diachronic ideals of the past
can motivate every citizen on the planet to actively engage
in the race to save the environment.

Dr. Agni Viavianos-Arvanitis
B.1.0O. President and Founder
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EURO-SUSTAIN 2002
Implementing the Integrated Product Policy, Rhodes, Greece, April 2-5, 2002

epresentatives from the European Com-

mission, distinguished scientists, and busi-
nesses on the cutting edge of technological inno-
vation participated in the EURO-SUSTAIN
Conference and Partnering Event, which took
place within the framework of the Hellenic Chair-
manship of EUREKA on April 2-5, 2002, on the
island of Rhodes, Greece. Participants exchanged
views and experiences on the effective imple-
mentation of the European Union’s Integrated
Product Policy, and the role of eco-design, life cycle
management and sustainable production and
services herein.

A EUREKA Partnering Event convened in
parallel to the Conference, providing the oppor-
tunity for businesses and academic and research
centres to present their innovative technologies
and project results. The Partnering Event also pro-
vided a suitable framework for the establishment
of links and partnerships, with the objective of for-
mulating collaborative projects and promoting new
and advanced technologies.

The B.I.O. President was invited by the Con-

Environmental Protection a “Must”
Alexandria, Egypt, 12-14 May 2002

he B.I.O. President was invited by the Vice

President of the Euro-Arab Co-operation
Centre, Samy El Gindy, to participate as keynote
speaker in the 12th International Conference
on “Environmental Protection is a Must,” to
convene 12-14 May 2002 in Alexandria, Egypt.
Other distinguished speakers included:

Professor Morad Abd Al-Kader, Vice President
of Ain Shams University, Egypt and President of
the Conference

Dr. Hamad Abd Al-Rahman Almadfaa, Minis-
ter of Health and President of Environmental Pro-
tection, United Arab Emirates

Professor Mahmoud Abou-Zied, Minister of
Water Resources and Irrigation, Egypt
Professor Ahmed Said Al-Sawan, Governor of
Dakabhlia, Egypt

Professor Abd Al-Waley Al-Shmerey, Perma-
nent Representative, Yemen

Helal Al-Adrash, Minister of the Interior, Syria
Adnan Khozam, Minister of Environmental
Affairs, Syria

Kassem Sultan Al-Banaa, General Manager of

the Dubai Municipality

Subhi Hamida, Governor of Damascus, Syria
Mohamed Said Farhoud, President of Aleppo
University, Egypt

Dr. Hussien Ibrahim, General Organisation for
Remote Sensing, Syria

Professor Yasser Horeya, President of EL-Baas
University, Syria

Professor Mofid Shehab, Minister of Higher
Education and Scientific Research, Egypt
Mostafa Abd Al-Kader, Minister of the Interi-
or, Egypt

W. Arens, President of the Euro Arab Cooper-
ation Centre (V.E.A.)

Dr. Robert MacGregor, Environmental Expert,
USA

Dr. Mamdouh Riad, Minister of Environmen-
tal Affairs, Egypt

The B.I.O. President is also Member of the Board
of the Euro-Arab Co-operation Centre (V.E.A.)
and was recently awarded V.E.A.’s prestigious
Environmental Prize, being the first ever non-
Arab recipient.

ference Chairman, Professor Nicholas Mous-
siopoulos, Head of the Laboratory for Heat
Transfer and Environmental Engineering at the
University of Thessaloniki, to participate as a
speaker in the plenary opening session. In her
speech, the B.I.O. President emphasised that
managing the environmental programme in an
industrial or commercial facility has become an
increasingly complex and challenging assignment
owing to the expanding maze of environmental
laws and regulations and the growing public
expectations regarding environmental protec-
tion. “To be effective, programmes and policies
promoting greener products, the use of fewer
natural resources, and lower impacts and risks to
the environment, must be based on an overall
framework of environmental ethics, which will help
to focus every activity on the consequential task
of saving the environment and life on our plan-
et. The Euro-Sustain initiative is an excellent
opportunity to enrich the scope of environmen-
tal management and product policy. An inte-
grated approach, combining indexes and criteria

to measure environmental preservation as a ‘gen-
uine’ profit for society, can enhance the efforts
for sustainable economic development with min-
imum environmental impact and promote new
and advanced technologies for a sustainable and
life-supporting society.”

The Conference covered a variety of topics and
themes, including: life cycle management, sus-
tainable production, services and systems, prod-
uct development and design, environmental report-
ing, eco-design, air quality management systems,
and environmental impact assessment.

EUREKA is a European research initiative
with the goal of motivating cross-border co-oper-
ation between industry and research institutions
in the area of technological research and devel-
opment. The initiative aims at concentrating the
existing potential of specialists, know-how, research
facilities, and financial resources in Europe in
order to make more efficient use of all these ele-
ments. In this way, EUREKA contributes to the
competitiveness of European industry on the
world marketplace.

UNHCR and Biopolitics co-operation
for housing and medical care in Afghanistan

Projects for the women and children
of Afghanistan

NHCR Representative in Athens, Mrs. Flor

Rojas Rodriguez, and the B.I.O. President
have launched a fruitful co-operation to pro-
mote refugee aid in Afghanistan. The UN High
Commission for Refugees has requested the
active leadership role of B.I.O. in the effort to
assist the women and children of Afghanistan
through the development of housing and med-
ical care projects.

Within this framework, B.1.O. will elicit the
co-operation of friends engaged in the fields of
construction and health care, as well as other
people of influence, in order to begin construc-
tion of housing developments, schools and health
care centres in Afghanistan.

Atarecent event organised by the UNHCR,
the B.I.O. President met with Dr. Sima Samar,
Deputy Prime Minister of Afghanistan and Min-
ister for Women’s Affairs, and discussed Dr.
Samar’s proposal for the construction of special
schools in 30 provinces in Afghanistan to allow

young women whose education was stopped by
the Taliban and who subsequently married to
obtain their high school diplomas.

Dr. Samar also submitted a proposal for the
construction of multi-service women’s centres,
child care centres, and adult literacy, vocation-
al training, and women’s health care programmes,
to allow for the Ministry for Women’s Affairs
to provide programmes, services, and courses
to improve the economic, social, and physical
well-being of women in Afghanistan.

It has been the B.I.O. philosophy since 1985
to promote international co-operation in “defence
for life.” The future of humanity will be at stake,
if we allow destructive trends and behaviours to
continue. Human rights are not safe in a world
ravaged by war, pollution, starvation and dis-
ease. To offer a better future to our children,
we all need to engage in the protection of life.
This is a very opportune moment to mobilise all
who can contribute to this vision and to assist
the women and children of Afghanistan. It is our
ethical responsibility and duty as human beings
on this planet.

Mediterranean Co-operation - Citizens - Sustainable Development
Environment Mediterranean - Southeastern Europe - Black Sea, Athens, 19-23 April 2002

Ministers and diplomats search for ways
to improve international co-operation in
the Mediterranean region

t is commonly accepted today that there is an
Iimperative need for multilevel co-operation
and joint action among the countries of the
Mediterranean, South East Europe and the
Black Sea regions. The rapid changes taking
place on a global scale in the economic, social
and cultural fields, as well as the inequalities
and pressures resulting in political conflicts, all
create an obligation for collective efforts towards
achieving stability and prosperity.

To further these efforts, the Foundation for
Mediterranean Co-operation (FMC) held its
IVth International Conference in Athens, from
19 to 23 April 2002. The conference was themed
“Citizens - Sustainable Development - Envi-
ronment: Mediterranean - Southeastern Europe
- Black Sea,” and was attended by cabinet mem-
bers, diplomats, scholars and business leaders
from the Mediterranean region and other parts
of the world.

Appreciating B.1.O.’s leadership role in the
promotion of environmental and cultural co-
operation in the global effort for world peace
and stability, FMC’s President, Vassilis Kat-
sikeas, invited the B.I.O. President to take part
in the conference as keynote speaker and to
address the topic of “Bio-culture as a pathway
to peace.”

In her speech, the B.I.O. President empha-
sised the role of bio-culture as a vehicle for peace
and noted that international co-operation in

environmental protection can serve as a pow-
erful incentive for world security and order. “The
current crisis in values is a great threat, not only
to the environment but also to peace,” she stat-
ed. “This is why there is a pressing need to use
the diachronic ideals of the past to motivate
every member of society towards the conserva-
tion of the environment. The Olympic Spirit can
play a leading role in uniting the forces of cul-
ture and technology to instil the appreciation of
the aesthetic value of life on our planet. If every
citizen on the planet joins in environmental pro-
tection, then perhaps peace can become a real-

ity in the 21st century.”

FMC is a non-profit, non-governmental
organisation with wide-scale international activ-
ities. It was founded in Athens, in 1995, and its
main purpose is to contribute to the develop-
ment of co-operation among the countries of
the Mediterranean, Southeastern Europe, and
the Black Sea. FMC places special emphasis on
the issues of nation-
al independence,
friendship and co-
operation among peo-
ples, and to social jus-
tice based on democ-
racy and human rights
aiming at the pro-
motion of an open
civic society.

The rapid eco-
nomic, social and cul-
tural changes that take place internationally, as
well as the political challenges and confrontations
that emerge, often create a climate of tension and
pressure. At the same time, developments in the
Balkans and the Black Sea countries necessi-
tate, in these areas, the consolidation of a climate
of stability and co-operation. Therefore, a com-
mon effort for attaining stability and prosperi-
ty constitutes an obligation of all sovereign states.
‘Within this framework, it was decided that FMC’s
IVth International Conference would focus on
the co-operation of cultures and countries based
on the new political, cultural and economic con-
ditions of the 21st century. The thematic axes
of the Conference, therefore, were:

There is a pressing need to use
diachronic ideals to motivate every
member of society to save bios.

If every citizen joins in environmental
protection, then perhaps peace can
become a reality in the 21st century.

» The need for a improved communica-
tion among citizens through the rapidly devel-
oping technology, given the fact that this tech-
nology enforces the promotion of institutions for
the development of a civic society in the infor-
mation age.

» The upgrading of quality of life, which
presupposes the combination of viable devel-
opment and an inte-
grated policy for the
environment.

» The climatic
and ecological param-
eters that constitute
the most important
factor of agricultur-
al development and
are common for the
whole of the Mediter-
ranean basin.

» The protection of our planet from con-
stant exploitation and immeasurable waste of
natural resources, with the simultaneous con-
solidation of an environmental awareness in
every citizen.

» The introduction of new technologies
and innovations in the business sector, which
contributes to the economic development of
countries.

» Social and economic policy based on the
principles of inter-culturality introduce the
prospect of inter-cultural exchange that brings
people together without levelling out any dif-
ferences or particularities.
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BIO PUBLICATIONS
PROCEEDINGS

» BIOPOLITICS - THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT - VOLUME I, A.
Vlavianos-Arvanitis, Ed. First BIO International Conference, May
1987 (English, 400 pp.) 1988

» BIOPOLITICS - THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT - VOLUME II, A.
Vlavianos-Arvanitis, Ed. Second BIO International Conference, Oct.
1988 (English, 543pp.)1989

» BIOPOLITICS - THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT - VOLUMEII, A. Vla-
vianos-Arvanitis, Ed. Fourth BIO International Conference, Jan. 1991
(English, 683 pp.)1991

» BIOPOLITICS - THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT - VOLUMEV, A. Vla-
vianos-Arvanitis, R. Keles, Eds. Fifth BIO International Conference,
Istanbul, May 1992 (English, 303 pp.) 1993

» BIOPOLITICS - THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT - VOLUME V, A.Vla-
vianos-Arvanitis, Ed. Sixth BIO International Conference - Interna-
tional Sakharov Festival, Athens, July 1994 (English, 671 pp.) 1996

» BIOPOLITICS - THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT - VOLUME VI, A. Vla-
vianos-Arvanitis, J Morovic, Eds. Seventh BIO International Con-
ference, Bratislava, June 1997 (English, 527 pp.) 1998

» BIOPOLITICS - THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT - VOLUME VII, A.
Vlavianos-Arvanitis, L. Kapolyi, Eds. Eighth BIO International Con-
ference, Budapest, September 1998 (English, 271 pp.) 1999

» BIOPOLITICS - BIO-CULTURE - BIOS OLYMPIAD, A. Vla-
vianos-Arvanitis, Ed. BIO International Conference, Ancient Olympia,
August 1999 (Greek, 299 pp.) 2001

» BIOPOLITICS - THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT - VOLUME VIII, A.
Vlavianos-Arvanitis, Ed. BIO International Conferences, 2000-2001
(English, 335 pp.) 2001

BUSINESS

» BUSINESS STRATEGY FOR THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT I
(Greek), A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis, Editor. First Conference on Busi-
ness Strategy for the Bio-Environment, Athens, Nov. 1992, 132 pp.,
1994

» BUSINESS STRATEGY FOR THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT II
(Greek), A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis, Editor. Second Conference on Busi-
ness Strategy for the Bio-Environment, Athens, Dec. 1993, 180 pp.,
1994

» BUSINESS STRATEGY FOR THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT III
(Greek), A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis, Editor. International Conference
on Profit and the Bio-Environment, Athens Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Oct. 1995, 271 pp., 1996

» BUSINESS STRATEGY FOR THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT I
(English), A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis, Editor. Proceedings from the Sec-
ond Symposium on Business Strategy for the Bio-Environment, Athens,
Dec. 1993, 168 pp., 1995

» BUSINESS STRATEGY FOR THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT 11
(English), A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis, Editor. Proceedings from a Corporate
Symposium, Harvard Club of New York City, Feb. 1995, 105 pp., 1996

» BUSINESS STRATEGY FOR THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT III
(English), A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis, Editor. International Conference
on Profit and the Bio-Environment, Athens Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Oct. 1995, 239 pp., 1996

DipLoMACY

» BIOS IN THE NEXT MILLENNIUM, A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis, Edi-
tor. Proceedings from a Francophone Symposium, October 1987

» BIOS IN THE NEXT MILLENNIUM, Lecture by the Right Honourable
Lord Ennals sponsored by the British Council and BIO, May 1988

» BIOPOLITICS - PROTECTING THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT, Lec-
ture by His Excellency The Ambassador of Israel, Mr. Moshe Gilboa,
at the Third BIO International Conference, June 1989

» BIOPOLITICS - THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT, Presentation at the
General Assembly of the Academy of Athens by Academician Pro-
fessor C. Bonis (Greek), March 1990

» THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT AND INTERNATIONAL CO-OPER-
ATION, A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis, Editor. A Hellenic-Turkish Sym-
posium, Athens City Hall, May 1990 (English, 79 pp.) 1990

» BIOPOLITICS- BIO-DIPLOMACY AND INTERNATIONAL CO-
OPERATION, A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis, Editor. Proceedings from a
Hellenic-Russian Symposium, Athens, December 1991 (English 74 pp.)
1993

» POPULATION GROWTH, FOOD SECURITY AND EQUITY,
A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis, Editor. Proceedings from a Hellenic-Indian
Symposium, Athens, April 1993 (English, 47 pp.) 1993

» BIOPOLITICS - THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT - BIO-CULTURE
IN THE NEXT MILLENNIUM, A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis, Editor. Pro-
ceedings from a Hellenic-Czech Cultural Symposium, Athens Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry, April 3, 1995 (English, 104 pp.) 1995

» BIOPOLITICS - BIO-CULTURE, A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis, Editor. Hel-
lenic-Ukrainian Symposium, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Athens,
October 20, 1998 (Greek, available electronically)

TEXTBOOKS

» BIOPOLITICS - DIMENSIONS OF BIOLOGY A. Vlavianos-Arvani-
tis (Greek, English, French) 1985

» BIOPOLITICS - METHODS OF IMPLEMENTATION A. Vla-
vianos-Arvanitis (Greek, English) 1985

» BIOPOLITICS - BIO-SYLLABUS OUTLINE A. Vlavianos-Arvani-
tis (Greek, English) 1989, 1990

» BIOPOLITICS - THE BIOS THEORY A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis (Greek,
English) 1990, 1991

» THE INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY FOR THE BIO-ENVI-
RONMENT A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis (English 1991-1993, Greek 1991-
1992)

» BIOPOLITICS - THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT: BIO-SYLLABUS
A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis and A. Oleskin (English 1992, Russian 1993)

» BIOPOLITICS - THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT- BIO-CULTURE
A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis (Greek, 192 pp.) 1994

» BIOPOLITIQUE - LE BIOENVIRONNEMENT A. Vlavianos-
Arvanitis (French, 48 pp.) 1998

» BIOPOLITICA - EL BIO-AMBIENTE A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis (Span-
ish, 48 pp.) 1998

» BIOPOLITICS - BIOS OLYMPIAD A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis (Greek,
111 pp.) 2000

PERIODICALS
» BIONEWS Newspaper, English and Greek (1987, 1994 - 2002)

CD-RoMms
» BIOPOLITICS — THE BIO-ENVIRONMENT (English) 1999
» BIO-SYLLABUS FOR EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENTAL EDU-
CATION (English) 2002

VIDEOS
» ENVIRONMENTAL OLYMPICS — BIOS PRIZES, St. Petersburg,
Russia, September 1999 (English, Greek) 1999
» ENVIRONMENTAL OLYMPICS — BIOS PRIZE, The Kogi, Santa
Marta, Colombia, October 1999 (English, Greek) 1999

Bl O ' PROGRESS

2002

HONOURS AND DISTINCTIONS

- Re-nomination for the Nobel Peace Prize

- Nomination for the J. William Fulbright Award for Interna-
tional Understanding

- Founding Member of the Balkan Academy of Science, New Cul-
ture and Sustainable Development

- Member of the Academic Committee of the Regional Interdis-
ciplinary Programme for Bioethics in Latin America

B.I.O. INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES

- "Profit and Values - Bio-Environment - Bio-Culture" Biopoli-
tics at the Money Show in the cities of Athens, Salonica, Larissa,
Toannina, Agrinio, Lesvos, Rhodes, Pyrgos, Irakleion, Serres,
Castoria, Kavala, Drama, Florina, Edessa, Kilkis, Kozani, Veroia,
Caterini

- Hellenic-Turkish conference in Rhodes

PROGRAMMES IN BIO-EDUCATION

- B.I.O. participates as core partner in the EU Leonardo da Vinci
"Bios & Environment Transnational Network" programme - devel-
opment of extensive educational material and networking in bio-
education

- B.1.O.’s educational material translated in Romanian, Slovak,
German, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish, within the framework
of the EU Leonardo da Vinci "Bio-Environment and New Mil-
lennium" programme

- "Protecting the Bio-Environment: A priority in Bioethics" and
"Bio-Environment-Bio-Culture: Mobilising Technology and the
Arts in Environmental Protection" Biopolitics lectures at the sum-
mer course organised at the Universidad del Pais Vasco, Bilbao,
Spain

SEMINARS/CONFERENCES/SPECIAL EVENTS

- Lecture on "Olympic values and the bio-environment" at the
Greek Language Foundation conference, Athens

- Participation in the Annual General Assembly of the Pontifical
Academy for Life, The Vatican

- Opening lecture, EURO-SUSTAIN conference, Rhodes

- Lecture at the Municipality of Filothei, Greece

- Keynote speech at the IVth International Conference of the
Foundation for Mediterranean Co-operation, Athens

- Keynote speech, 12th Conference on "Environmental protection
is a’Must’," Alexandria, Egypt

- Lecture at the International Conference on Environmental
Medicine, Greece

- Opening lecture at the OECD workshop on "Innovative soil
plant systems for sustainable agricultural systems," Izmir, Turkey
- Lecture at the International Conference on Environmental
Medicine, Moscow

- Lecture at the conference organised by Green Cross International,
Moscow

- Lecture at the Inaugural Conference of the Balkan Academy of
Science, New Culture and Sustainable Development, Sofia

- Lecture at the 8th FECS Conference on "Chemistry and the
environment," Athens

- Participation as Vice-President of the International Bioethics Soci-
ety in the Society’s Biannual Scientific Committee meeting, Gijon,
Spain

- Keynote speaker and Chair of the session on environmental
ethics and world poverty eradication, World Bioethics Congress,
Gijon Spain

B.1.O. PUBLICATIONS

- "Bio-Syllabus for European Environmental Education" CD-
ROM (2002)

- "Mythos and the Bio-Environment. A Contribution to Bio-Cul-
ture" (in press)

- "Biopolitics - Bio-Culture. International Co-operation for a Bet-
ter Future." In Bioethics and Society, published by the Regional
Interdisciplinary Programme for Bioethics in Latin America, Fac-
ulty of Humanities and Arts, Rosario National University, Argenti-
na

- "The protection of life a as primary responsibility of Christian
love," Proceedings of the VIIth General Assembly of the Pontif-
ical Academy for Life, The Vatican

- "Biopolitics and Olympic values: a millennium vision in coastal
seas management," Proceedings of the 2001 EMECS conference
(in press)

MEDIA COVERAGE

- Various international television interviews
- Weekly B.1.O. articles in the Athenian daily "Adesmeftos"
- New B.I.O. website http://www.biopolitics.gr

Bio-Syllabus for European Environmental Education
New educational CD-Rom released by B.1.O.

Education to save bios

io-Syllabus for European Environmental Education is a new
Beducational CD-Rom recently released by B.I.O. It combines
groundbreaking educational material on environmental issues
spanning a variety of topics, such as architecture, diplomacy, eco-
nomics, energy, ethics, health, history, legislation, technology,
and tourism.
By issuing this CD-Rom, B.1.O. aims to:

» inspire decision-makers to place the environment at the core
of all strategies and policies

» encourage universities and other educational institutions to adopt
interdisciplinary curricula and to promote environmental think-
ing in all academic disciplines

» assist diplomats in influencing government policy concerning
international co-operation in environmental protection

» motivate the development of environmentally compatible eco-
nomic strategies, as well as indexes to measure the environment
as the true wealth of humanity

» stimulate the implementation of existing environmental leg-
islation on a global level

» raise awareness of the urgency of creating an International
Court of the Environment to promote environmental justice

» encourage every individual to embrace environmental ethics
and to join environmentally committed legislators, scholars, edu-
cators and business leaders in influencing governmental regula-
tion of environmental issues around the world

The International University for the Bio-Environment

io-Syllabus for European Environmental Education has been

developed within the framework of the International University
for the Bio-Environment (I.U.B.E.). The I.U.B.E. was founded
by B.I.O. in 1990, to inspire needed reforms in education and to
promote the environment at the core of every academic disci-
pline (see pages 10-11).

The I.U.B.E. is committed to working directly and in part-
nership with educators and decision-makers around the world to
address important social, economic and environmental challenges.
The I.U.B.E. also promotes projects to raise standards of educa-
tion and training, and initiatives to benefit the environment.

As environmental problems seem to intensify, we need to
increase our efforts to understand and identify the crisis in val-
ues that has lead to the severe deterioration of bios. A model,
global bio-education could provide not only new educational
methods and techniques, but also an expanded scope in every
static idea and
value for the ben-
efit of all forms of
life on our plan-
et. We cannot take

Bio-Syllabus for European
Environmental Education meets the

anymorerisks,as  challenge of an all-encompassing
local 1 . .

ocal problems education to save bios.
rapidly cross

national bound-

aries. The .U.B.E. encourages co-operation in all areas of human
endeavour in order to promote a unified vision directly related to
bios and the environment. It is hope that, with this CD-Rom, the
work of the I.U.B.E. will be enhanced and accelerated.

The environment is life. Every plant that is destroyed, every
animal that becomes extinct, every micro-organism dying from
pollution, breaks the chain of the continuity of life. The envi-
ronment can contribute to the development of a new perspective
in society, one which places the responsibility to protect bios in
the hands of every one of us. Only through international co-oper-
ation and bio-diplomacy can this obligation be implemented (see
pages 6-7).

For more information on the new CD-Rom, see pages 10-11
Bio-Syllabus for European Environmental Education was made
possible thanks to the sponsorship of the European Commission.
To order copies, please contact us at bio@hol.gr
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Biopolitics at the Money Show - Profit and the Bio-Environment
Thessaloniki, Greece, December 2001

he Mayor of Thessaloniki, Vassilis Papa-
Tgeorgopoulos, delivered the opening address
at the B.I.O. panel discussion on “Profit and Val-
ues - Bio-Environment - Bio-Culture” held with-
in the Money Shown framework, on December
15, 2001.

The aim of the discussion, chaired by the
B.1.O. President, was to promote the need for
environmental values and ethics in every busi-
ness and professional initiative. “In these cru-
cial times, a redefinition of the concept of prof-
it, with emphasis on human capital, education,
health and quality of life, becomes a global pri-
ority,” she pointed out. “Pollution is an international
problem and a matter of vital importance for all.
To curb environmental deterioration, mistakes
of the past have to be replaced by new thinking
and action, with ‘bios’ - life - at the core of every
human endeavour.”

Other distinguished speakers included: Lef-
teris Antonacopoulos, Executive Committee
Chairman, Union of Greek Industries; Profes-
sor Nicholas Moussiopoulos, Head, Laborato-
ry of Heat Transfer and Environmental Engi-
neering, University of Thessaloniki; Katy Tzitz-
icosta, President, UNESCO Centre for Women
and Peace in the Balkans; John Mangos, Prin-
ciple Technology Specialist, Microsoft Hellas.

In his opening address, the Mayor of Thes-
saloniki praised the work of the Biopolitics Inter-
national Organisation and expressed his great
interest in education and the environment. “Prof-
it and values are issues to be approached with a
long-term vision,” he noted. “To secure our future
we need to secure the environment first. It is
therefore essential to create the right institutions
and policy frameworks for environmental man-
agement ,both nationally and globally. The co-
existence of industrial development and envi-
ronmental management is a necessity in society.
Economic progress and technology need to move
ahead with the aim of protecting the environ-
ment and of contributing to a new system of prof-
it and values.”

Mr. Antonacopoulos referred to the close
relationship between development and the envi-
ronment and discussed some of the measures
undertaken by Greek industries to secure pol-
lution prevention and to improve investments in
environmental protection. “There is no dilemma
when choosing between development and the
environment,” he emphasised. “The two are total-
ly compatible concepts. Most industrial facilities
reap significant benefits from environmental
management programmes. They save energy and
raw materials, with ostensible financial gains,
while improving their image. The Union of Greek
Industries believes that the environment offers
numerous opportunities for economic develop-
ment, new jobs and the implementation of ground-
breaking initiatives. We follow international

developments in environmental policy and try
to ensure state adoption of environmental and sus-
tainable development measures. We also raise aware-
ness of environmental issues among our members
and inform them about institutional and tech-
nological developments in the field. We applaud
the efforts of the Biopolitics International Organ-
isation, which we will continue to support.”

There is no dilemma when choosing
between development and the
environment. The environment
offers numerous opportunities

for development, new jobs
and groundbreaking initiatives.

We applaud the efforts of Biopolitics,

which we will continue to support.

Lefteris Antonacopoulos, Executive Committee

Chairman, Union of Greek Industries

Professor Moussiopoulos discussed the Euro-
pean Commission’s Integrated Product Policy
and the Euro-Sustain initiative, which promote
eco-design, life cycle management and sustain-
able production and services in business and tech-
nology. He stressed that technological progress
and environmental protection are not mutually
exclusive and that the research and business com-
munities have increasingly been focusing on
emerging technological, procedural, organisa-
tional, institutional and political innovations
based on the concept of sustainability. “The last
decade has signalled a shift in environmental
policy away from regulatory approaches toward

From left to right: John Mangos, Microsoft Hellas - Profe

Nicholas M
the Laboratory for Heat Transfer and Environmental Engineering, University of Thessaloniki
Vassilis Papageorgopoulos, Mayor of Thessaloniki - Dr. Agni Vlavianos-Arvanitis, B.I.O. Presi-
dent - Lefteris Antonacopoulos, Executive Committee Chairman, Union of Greek Industries - Katy
Tzitzicosta, President, UNESCO Center for Women and Peace in the Balkans

los, Head of

P

the principle of pollution prevention. Industry
voluntarily adopts the concepts of clean tech-
nology and cleaner production. An underlying fac-
tor in this policy change has been the growing
demand by consumers for improvements in the
environmental performance of industry. Euro-Sus-

tain examines new opportunities and potential path-
ways to sustainability based on the combination
of clean technology/clean production and Inte-
grated Product Policy concepts.”

Mr. Mangos called attention to the fact that
technology unequivocally plays an important role
in our everyday lives. “Technology can improve
quality of life, including areas such as telemedicine,
access for people with disabilities, access from dis-
tant locations, but it also affects issues such as per-
sonal privacy and human interaction. What tech-
nology can do for us today can only be limited by
our imagination. In this regard, we have the moral
responsibility to give technology a firm ethical
grounding.”

“Pollution is the most dangerous threat for
society,” was the point raised by Mrs. Tzitzi-
costa. “The business community has the respon-
sibility to develop a better understanding of the
economic, social and political aspects of envi-
ronmental issues and to help, through invest-
ments and new technologies, in the creation of
policy that can guarantee a safe environment and
the continuation of life on our planet. This also
requires radical positive changes in behavioural
patterns towards the environment, and the devel-
opment of an ethical commitment to environmental
protection. We congratulate Biopolitics for rais-
ing awareness of the ‘real’ profit in society: qual-
ity of life, peace, happiness.”

Bioethics and the Environment
Programme in Bio-Education, Spain

he Faculty of Sciences at Basque Universi-

ty, Spain, will be holding a course on “Bioethics
and the environment,” from 4 to 6 September
2002. The three-day course is organised by Pro-
fessor Marta Salona Bordas, with the participation
of several distinguished lecturers including, among
others: Professor Jose Esquinas Alcazar, Sec-
retary, Commission of Genetic Resources in
Food and Agriculture, Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the United Nations (FAO); Pro-
fessor Inaki Barcena, Faculty of Social Studies
and Communications, Basque University; Pro-
fessor Inaki Antiguedad, Faculty of Sciences,
Basque University; Dr. Agni Vlavianos-Arvani-
tis, B.I.O. President and Founder.

The purpose of the course, aimed at both
students and professionals, is mainly to: introduce
environmental dimensions to the current con-
cepts of bioethics; revise the moral stance of
western society with regard to development and
the exploitation of the environment; impart envi-
ronmental values to professionals, present and
future; and, integrate environmental education
in professional education and training.

The B.I.O. President will be lecturing on the
following topics: “Protecting the Bio-Environ-

ment: A priority in Bioethics,” “Mobilising Tech-
nology and the Arts in Environmental Protec-
tion,” and “The International University for the
Bio-Environment: An Interdisciplinary Approach
in Education and Decision-Making.” The lec-
tures will focus on the importance of incorpo-
rating the environment in every human endeav-
our and will promote models for environmental
thinking and action in order to stimulate every
member of society to be actively involved in the
protection of all forms of life on our planet.

It has been the aim of the International Uni-
versity for the Bio-Environment (I.U.B.E.), since
its inception in 1990, to infuse education with
biocentric values and to promote an interdisci-
plinary approach in environmental protection. Rather
than awarding diplomas or degrees, the .U.B.E.
acts as a catalyst for the furtherance of environ-
mental education in existing educational institutions.
It is an open and distance learning initiative,
which functions through conferences and semi-
nars, extensive publications (available in print
and electronically), and e-learning. The enrich-
ment of the conventional concepts of bioethics
with environmental thinking has been one of the
major goals of the .LU.B.E.

International Court of the Environment

o advance efforts for the creation of an International Court
Tof the Environment, the International Court of the Environ-
ment Foundation (ICEF) organised a conference at the Consti-
tutional Court in Rome, on November 16, 2001. The conference
was chaired by Professor Giovanni Conso, President Emeritus of
the Italian Constitutional Court, and was attended by many emi-
nent personalities who are involved in the promotion of an inter-
national environmental court, such as ICEF Director and Founder
Judge Amedeo Postiglione, Professor Alfred Rest from the Uni-
versity of Koeln, Francine Cousteau, President of the Cousteau

The B.1.O. President, Dr. Agni Vlavianos-Arvanitis,
and Francine Cousteau, President of the Cousteau Society

Constitutional Court, Rome

Society, and the B.I.O. President.

This event was a follow-up to the conference held by B.I.O.
in Athens, on January 22, 2001, which culminated in a series of
steps forward for the establishment of legal structures to resolve
environmental disputes. One of the most important outcomes of
the B.I.O. conference, which had been attended by the Permanent
Court of Arbitration’s (PCA) Secretary General, Tjaco van den
Hout, was the adoption of a set of Optional Rules for Arbitration
of Disputes Relating to Natural Resources and/or the Environ-
ment by the PCA’s Administrative Council on June 19,2001. The
Secretary General also participated in a roundtable discussion
held by B.I.O. at the Athens Money Show on June 9, 2001, where
he first announced the upcoming adoption of the above rules.
For more information and resolutions from the conferences,
please visit our website at www.biopolitics.gr

B.1.O. considers the International Court of the Environment
as a vehicle for the promotion of a new vision in society - one of
environmental harmony and peace. Under the auspices and guid-
ance of the Permanent Court of Arbitration, the International
Court of the Environment can impart the leadership necessary to
avoid further environmental disasters and to place the environ-
ment at the core of every action and thought.

B.I.O. has been involved in initiatives for the promotion of the
International Court of the Environment since 1998, in strong
belief that such a mechanism can encourage every citizen on the

Professor Giovanni Conso, President Emeritus of the Italian Con-
stitutional Court, and Judge Amedeo Postiglione, ICEF Director

planet to be involved in environmental protection. Rather than
acting as yet another punitive institution, the International Court
of the Environment can become a beacon of hope and values,
and promote the implementation of environmental legislation
on a global level.
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Pyrros N. Vardinoyannis

Bio-Diplomacy - Defence for Life

Dr. Agni Vlavianos-Arvanitis
B.LO. President and Founder

io-diplomacy - international co-operation in environ-

mental protection - is a concept pioneered by B.I.O. at
a time when civic leaders, international organisations and the
world community as whole had not fully realised the urgen-
cy of adopting common environmental policy as a priority. It
focuses on the interdependence of all forms of life and calls
upon diplomats and people of influence to engage in a col-
lective endeavour in defence of the environment. Joint efforts
to protect the environment can enhance international rela-
tions and act as a bridge between global impetus and decision-
making at the national and local levels.

Bio-diplomacy is an opportunity for the aspirations of
sovereign states and civil society to converge in pursuit of
long-term international environmental policy and action. At
the same time, bio-diplomacy actively supports efforts to
maintain biological and cultural diversity and seeks to improve
human relations and to attain the goal of world peace by
replacing current diplomatic attitudes with a complete inter-
national and intercultural perspective.

Environmental threats are international problems. The
required solutions entail the development plans of action for
peace and international understanding. Nations should no
longer be at war with each other but, with environmental
destruction and abuse. Foreign policy should thus shift from
afragmented, competitive framework to a vision of unity and
interdependence.

Over the past seventeen years, ambassadors and dignitaries
from dozens of countries have pledged their support of this
B.I.O. initiative and have joined in many conferences and
symposia aiming to strengthen the role of bio-diplomacy.

Peace cannot be postponed. Individually
and collectively, we must promote efforts
for international understanding.

The environment and “bios” offer the

unifying vision for the future.

Bio-diplomacy espouses the belief that cultural differen-
tiation constitutes the wealth of the body of humanity. Human-
ity is part of the overall body of bios, where DNA, the genet-
ic code for every living organism, is the link connecting all
forms of life. Trees, the source of oxygen on our planet, can
be considered the “lungs” of the body of bios. Damage to the
lungs is not an isolated event but results in the whole body suf-
fering. This is why the need to engage in international envi-
ronmental protection is an urgent priority.

To encourage international co-operation the world needs
to stop investing in war and start investing in the environ-
ment. Competition for ways to destroy, should become co-oper-
ation for ways to save. Without interfering with vested inter-
ests, the greatest challenge for the 21st century should become
the development of new ways of channelling current defence
protocols so as to adopt the principle of “defence for bios” as
the primary national and international priority. Existing
defence equipment can be amended and used for reforesta-
tion, water resource clean-up, soil erosion recovery, protec-
tion of the ozone layer and the de-contamination of areas
affected by nuclear radiation.

Technological development and the information revolution
have provided unprecedented opportunities in society. We
can now view ourselves as the actors, rather than just the
subjects of information. We need to use the powerful tools
at our disposal to demand from governments and decision-
makers to co-operate in the promotion of environmental
harmony and peace.

BIOPOLITICS INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION

Profit and Values - Bio-Environment - Bio-Culture |

London Money Show
Saturday, 17 November 2001 T

Pollution is Waste

David Madden
Ambassador of Great Britain
to Athens

his meeting is exceptionally well timed. The 11th of September
Tchanged our world and it brought home some important truths
to everyone. We can respond to global challenges only if we face
them in a global and interconnected way.
And globalisation of responsibility should
be our basic principle.

In the battle to protect and preserve
the environment, there are two main
camps. Environmentalists believe that
the environment should be preserved for
all. This involves the protection of nature,
social and natural justice, and quality of
life. In the second camp, the watchword
is Sustainable Development. We have
finite natural resources and we should
meet the needs of the present without
compromising the future. "Don’t squan-
der, preserve."

There is a clear role for governments
in environmental protection. They should
establish a framework and shape policy
on quality of life and the efficient use of
natural resources. They should also set goals
and targets and measure the results. Final-
ly, they should generate important infor-
mation on public health aspects, namely the costly effects of bad
environmental and farming practices.

There is also a clear role for international organisations such
as the United Nations and the European Union. The UN holds con-
ferences to agree on policy and monitor results internationally.
The role of bodies like the EU is on the macro-level, where they
can set measurable targets, and on the micro-level, where they can
require environmental impact assessment when community fund-
ing is involved.

However, it is only companies which can create technologies
(i.e., for the better use of energy) and deliver solutions to the prob-
lems we are facing. Innovative and enterprising businesses are the
main drivers of change in meeting tar-
gets set by governments and other organ-
isations. And it is companies that can
exploit the convergence of growing envi-
ronmental pressures and the opportuni-
ties provided by know-how and new tech-
nologies, secure new sources of compet-
itive advantage and develop new mar-
kets on various levels: the "high tech"
level, with the creation of virtual products
and with the great potential for reduced energy use; the medium
level, such as the use of wind and wave power for energy; and, the
human level.

Companies can strengthen relationships with local communi-
ty by building facilities that are beneficial to the community as well
as to the company itself and harness environmental quality. Com-
panies can thus promote an efficient and committed workforce.

The role of consumers is crucial in this context, as they can
convey a strong message in favour of environmental protection
and against waste, destruc-
tion and cruelty. Consumers,
customers and inhabitants
all want quality. This is a
triple-win situation: It improves
quality of life, reduces adverse
effects, and increases the
market share of environ-
mentally-minded companies.

The UK government fully
supports sustainable devel-
opment and promotes a strat-
egy for simultaneously secur-
ing economic growth and
environmental protection.
The PM takes personal inter-
est in the environment and par-
ticularly in the World Sum-
mit on Sustainable Devel-
opment to convene next year.
He considers the upcoming

The global market for environmental
goods and services is currently 335
billion dollars. This is expected to rise
to 640 billion dollars by the year 2010

Summit as a priority. He has been the first world leader to announce

his attendance of the summit and, since September 11, he has

repeatedly emphasised the need to build the strongest world com-

munity to tackle global problems and has called on businesses to
be involved in the World Summit.

The HMG is currently working on a number of public and pri-

vate initiatives on sustainable tourism, energy, forests, finance and

water. Quoting from the Department of

Trade and Industry’s mission statement:

"We are committed to creating an inno-

vative, highly competitive and resource

efficient economy that delivers contin-

ually improving quality of life and pros-

perity and high levels of environmental

i and health protection for everyone. We

believe this can best be achieved in a

modern, knowledge-driven economy

based on high skill levels and resource

productivity in which innovation and

enterprise are harnessed to develop com-

mercially viable, internationally com-

petitive solutions to environmental prob-

lems." As a Practical example of the imple-

mentation of these policies we have the

UKs first offshore wind turbines already

A | commissioned off Blithe.

AR As regards the Common Agricul-
E"‘:’;ﬁ? ::i\_ tural Policy of the European Union, the
o - current policy is not sustainable - it encour-
ages over production and environmentally-damaging farming
methods so the objective is to secure changes which benefit con-
sumers, tax payers, the rural economy and the environment. We
want to make the Common Agricultural Policy less costly and
greener. What is the point of subsidising surpluses? It is ineffi-
cient and damaging to the environment and animal welfare. The
HMG is not thinking of re-nationalising the Common Agricul-
tural Policy - recent events such as foot and mouth disease and
BSE demonstrate that these kinds of problems know no frontiers.
Wealth creation, environmental protection and social justice can
and should go hand in hand.

Of course there are potential contradictions between wealth
creation and environmental protection
and between competition for resources
and environmental stress. But if we look
at basic facts, we can see that sustainable
production can be very profitable:

Pollution is wasteful. It is the result of
poor technology and bad management. It
is costly and it ignores the potential value
of the effective treatment of waste. When
we are measuring costs we have to include
the cost to the environment and clean-up costs for business and the
society. Efficiency means better use of energy and other natural
resources - material, land and water - so that the cost is less and
resources last longer. Waste goes along with other bad practices:
monopolies, corruption, wasteful subsidies and unreal pricing.
Sustainability goes along with many very good practices: fair com-
petition, effective intellectual and physical property rights, reli-
able contractual terms, fair and transparent accounting standards,
accountability, freedom and democracy, and real cost pricing of goods.

The global market for
environmental goods and ser-
vices is currently 335 billion
dollars. This is expected to
rise to 640 billion dollars by
the year 2010 and the envi-
ronmental goods and services
sector is actually increasing.
Why are companies inter-
ested? For a number of rea-
sons: new markets; a good
reputation - improved image
to community, customers and
stakeholders; and, stability -
sustainable development
secures stability. Companies
want to avoid pollution and
waste. Pollution is waste. They
also want to be involved in
activities to enhance the envi-
ronment.
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The following distin-
guished speakers took
part in the London
Money Show (from left
to right):

Dimitris Randopoulos,
Chairman, British-Hel-
lenic Chamber of Com-
merce. David Madden,
Ambassador of Great
Britain to Athens. Dr.

Agni Viavianos-Arvani-
tis, B.1.O. President and
Founder. Professor Tom
Spencer, f. Euro-Parlia-
mentarian and President

of Globe International.

Prophet or Profit?

Tom Spencer
Visiting Professor in Global Governance, SEMS, University of
Surrey and f. President, Globe International

t has long been my belief that parliamentarians have a key role
to play as "story tellers to the tribe." Let me therefore start by
telling you a story that was broadcast on BBC Radio 4 this week.
The English have many strange traditions involving the meeting
of experts. One such meeting took place this week. It was a gath-
ering of apple experts in the West Country. A gentleman in his
seventies arrived bearing a large golden apple. None of the experts
could identify it. He told them that he owned one tree that pro-
duced these apples. He gave the apple to an expert, who offered
to identify it from the national apple records. Before he vanished
into the night, without leaving a name or address, he was asked
what the apple was called in his village. Such is the richness of
homophones in the English language, that it was not clear from
his reply whether the apple was known as a Prophet or a Profit.
Research later indicated that this was an apple last seen by the experts
in 1944. T enjoy the thought that the nation’s apple experts are now
desperately seeking an unknown old gentleman, who holds the key
to the survival of an endangered part of the planet’s biodiversity!
How wise of Agni Vlavianos-Arvanitis to invite us to debate
profit and values at the London Money Show. I now spend my life
examining the consequences of our ability as a species to create
an economic globalisation without matching political institutions.
My prime motivation in this is to find a political way in which we
may limit the damage which our arrogance is doing to the stabil-
ity of the biosphere.

As a Member of the European Parliament for fifteen years,
Ibecame increasingly aware of the accelerating rate of such dam-
age. I was one of the founders of GLOBE (Global Legislators
Organisation for a Balanced Environment) and was the Presi-
dent of GLOBE International in succession to Al Gore from 1994
t0 1999. GLOBE is a network of environmentally committed par-
liamentarians with shared values which transcend their different
nationalities and ideologies. There are GLOBE groups in the
European Parliament, the US Congress, the Japanese Diet and

Society must continue to be rich in monetary
terms, but also to be rich in biodiversity,
in stability and in spirituality.

the Russian Duma. The network has now spread into the nation-
al parliaments of Europe and outwards into other nations of the
world, including a vigorous GLOBE Southern Africa with 120
members in nine parliaments. GLOBE and Biopolitics Interna-
tional are both innovative institutions seeking to fill the gaps in
mankind’s political structures at global level. GLOBE set out to
provide a network of friends who could tell each other the truth
and would collaborate to take political action. We invaded the
secret world of global treaty making. There were forty of us in
Kyoto for the crucial Climate Change talks which led to the Kyoto
Protocol, and eighty of us in Buenos Aires for the follow-up a
year later. We sought to exercise the parliamentary right of over-
sight beyond our national boundaries. It seems right to me that
parliamentarians, who are expected to ratify treaties in their
national parliaments, should have an input into the preparation
of international treaties. It seems equally sensible that parlia-
mentarians, who vote the budgets for the institutions of global
governance, should cross-examine and question international civil
servants. This principle extends beyond environmental treaties.

As a parliamentarian I was involved in the World Trade Organ-
isation. I am pleased to see that that organisation is now devel-
oping a quite effective range of parliamentary organs. I am cur-
rently advising the World Bank on how to strengthen its Parlia-
mentary Network. I am also working with colleagues to see what
we can do to create an electronic, "e-Parliament." Such institutions

will not exercise the full range of parliamentary activities that we
have become used to in our national democratic systems. How-
ever the fact that we cannot fully mimic our national democracy
does not mean that we should abandon all our international activ-
ities to the undemocratic dominion of civil servants and experts,
intermittently assisted by self-appointed civil society. It may not
be a full polis, but we can create an analogue polis that replicates
part of parliamentary oversight.

The need to equip the planet with a more democratic system
is made more urgent by the events of September 11th. The out-

We do not live in a homogenous or a secular
world. An economic globalisation, without
political institutions, deprives us of the means
to anticipate and to respond before.

rages in America remind us that we do not live in a homogenous
or a secular world. They should also remind us that an econom-
ic globalisation, without political institutions, deprives us of the
means to anticipate and to respond before tensions become explo-
sive. I do not believe in Samuel Huntingdon’s "clash of civilisations,"
but we could well blunder into disasters if our vision of the world
is purely secular. I am honoured to be involved in a small way
with the work of His All Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch of Con-
stantinople. I am helping to organise the fourth Religion, Science
and Environment Symposium in June 2002. The Symposium will
depart from Corfu and visit Albania, Montenegro, Croatia and Slove-
nia, before turning to Ravenna and Venice. At the conclusion of
the Symposium, we intend to issue the Venice Commitment
addressed to the World Summit on Sustainable Development in
Johannesburg in September 2002. Contact with the world of
Orthodoxy, and its particular approach to the environment, has
been one of the most important experiences of my life. It was the
Patriarch who declared abuse of the environment to be a sin and
who has shown how the churches can lead the way in influencing
public policy.

Itisvalues that breathe life into institutions, but as bin Laden
has shown us it is also values that can erupt into war. In the mid-
dle of the last century it was rightly said that “the twenty first cen-
tury will be spiritual or it will not be.” I do not suppose that we
then realised quite how literally accurate that saying is.

Faced with the various threats to our climate and to our polit-
ical stability, up to and including nuclear terrorism, we risk los-
ing all our riches. I want society to continue to be rich in mone-
tary terms, but also to be rich in biodiversity, in stability and in spir-
ituality. All our future hangs on our ability to understand both prophet
and profit.

Bio-diplomacy, world security and
order, and the European Commis-
sion’s Common Agricultural Policy
were among the issues discussed at
the London Money Show.

The discussions were attended by
many eminent personalities,
including (from left to right):

His Grace Theodoritos, Bishop of
Nazianzos; His Eminence
Archbishop Gregorios of Thyateira
and Great Britain; Pyrros N.
Vardinoyannis; and, Costas
Bakouris, Chairman, Hellenic
Centre for Investment (ELKE).
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Common Agricultural Policy

Dimitris Randopoulos
Managing Director, Value Chain Consultants
and President, British-Hellenic Chamber of Commerce

he British-Hellenic Chamber of Commerce’s aim is to improve

business relationships between Greece and the UK. We year-
ly organise seminars and conferences in key areas of mutual
interest, such as the liberalisation of the energy market, telecom-
munications, opportunities for investments in Greece, shipping
and tourism. For the last five years, the British-Hellenic Cham-
ber of Commerce has shown a sensitivity in the area of quality
foods and in the area of improving and increasing the potential
of British investment in Greece and improving the possibilities
of exports of Greek products (olive oil, wine, etc.).

Food and agricultural production are key areas of environ-
mental interest. We cannot talk of the environment without guar-
anteeing the quality
of the food we con-

We cannot talk of the
. . sume. The develop-
environment without ment of the Common
guaranteeing the quality of the ~ Agricultural Policy in
the European Union,

food we consume. the USA and other

countries used to be
based on productivity and increase of production. The aim was
how to use more inputs in agriculture to increase productivity. We
are now faced with problems that are well known. At the same time,
the European Union and the USA are starting to take measures
- they are starting to talk about improving and increasing not the
quantity but the quality of agricultural production. There are
investments, subsidies and systems developed in this area on how
to control and balance these issues.

The European Union has already adopted measures for good
agricultural practices and integrated product management - sys-
tems that guarantee a balance between production, quality and
environmen-

CIPEET B, The European Union has already

I am quite

T adopted measures for good
withthesub-  agricultural practices and integrated
S Ui product management.
European

Ui These are systems that guarantee
ing to the a balance between production, quality

farmers and
with the will
of the States
and industries involved in this business, it will be understood
that it is the right time to improve the situation, and therefore
things will get better.

Without sacrificing "wealth" in favour of the environment and
food quality, food suppliers, traders and retailers are already
using systems like ISO standards to balance their corporate man-
agement systems with the environmental measures taken. The
whole chain of production is involved, from the raw materials
stage to the delivery of the final product to the consumer. Many
initiatives to control and balance environmental protection and
the quality of the food we consume are in existence.

Iam optimistic and believe that a lot of progress will be made
in this area in the future. But we must not forget the reasons
behind the problem. After World War II, the developed world was
trying to apply the "green revolution" to improve and increase
agricultural production in order to feed the people of Europe, the
USA, Canada and other areas of the world. But what about today?
What about the other parts of the world - I would not like to use
the term "Third World" - which are still lacking very basic food.
Agricultural investments in this area should not repeat the mis-
takes of the developed world. We have to be taught by the mis-
takes of the developed world and reach another form of man-
agement. This is a matter that governments and international
organisations, such as the FAO, should seriously think about.

and environmental protection.
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Environmentally viable agriculture

n our rapidly globalised world, agriculture is

faced with a major challenge: feeding more
people on less land, without further degradation
of natural resources and the environment. The
very definition of this challenge points to a cru-
cial problem with conventional agriculture, in
that it cannot guarantee its long-term viability.
The focus on excessively large crop yields and short
term profits has exponentially increased with the
development of multi-
national agricultural
corporations and the
decline of the family
farmer. In addition,
the hazards of pesticide
use are magnified in the
developing world,
which often does not
control their use. Some
pesticides are persis-
tent organic pollutants
(POPs), which do not
break down in the envi-
ronment but rather
bioaccumulate in the
food web and pose
severe health risks to humans and wildlife. A
global treaty to phase out 12 highly toxic POPs
(including dioxins, polychlorinated biphenyl’s
and others) was signed by delegates from 127
countries in Stockholm in May 2001.

Genetic engineering and biotechnology

n the 1990s, biotechnology emerged as a major

driving force in agriculture. Genetic engi-
neering could be used in support of an agricul-
tural system based on the principles of ecology,
stability, and sustainability, or it can serve as
another aspect of conventional, industrial-style
agriculture. The same agri-chemical companies
that developed and promoted chemical-style
farming, now proclaim biotechnology as the route

Eradicating poverty and fighting hunger

Environmental concerns in food and agriculture

with cancer, nervous disorders, behavioural
changes, and skin diseases in humans and animals.
In addition to poisoning farm workers who han-
dle herbicides, weed killers enter groundwater and
other drinking water supplies, contaminate food,
and destroy wildlife and their habitats.
Throughout Europe and Asia, a growing
number of scientists, elected officials, and activists
have sounded the alarm over bio-engineered
agriculture. Japan, the largest importer of Amer-
ican crops, has considered mandatory labelling

of products. Some European nations have stopped
buying U.S. corn in order to prevent any gene-
altered grain from entering their countries. One
of the founders of the Green Revolution, M.S.
Swaminatan, has stated that what is needed today
is an "ever-green revolution," one "that is root-
ed in the principles of ecology, economics, employ-
ment generation, and gender and social equity."
In other words, production per unit of land must
be increased in a manner that is not associated
with ecological and social damage.

Chemicals
he production of food in the developed world

today has become an enormous industry.
Growers rely increasingly on the use of chemi-

to sustaining high yields, cals, the ultimate fate
while reducing our L hemical i £ . t of which is not well
dependence on chem- ow chemical Input iarming SUpports understood, to com-
icalsand the problems  one third of the world’s population.  pensate for the deple-
created by this depen- tion of soils and to com-

dence. Millions of dol-
lars are invested in
research to create
genetically engineered
plants, animals, and
micro organisms to
repel pests, make fertilisers, and enhance yield.
Herbicide-tolerant crops represent a simple strat-
egy for chemical companies to market more of
their herbicides. Studies link various weed killers

In the USA, the top quarter
of such farms have similar or better
yields and greater profits than the top
quarter with high chemical inputs.

bat pests. Farms pro-
duce the raw materi-
als that are collected,
transported, processed,
packaged and deliv-
ered to the retail out-
let. The consumer buys a product whose nutri-
tional value is questionable and discards the pack-
aging material into the stream of solid wastes.
On the other hand, efforts are being made to

improve our understanding of the effects of chem-
icals in food, to eliminate the use of those chem-
icals found to be dangerous and to develop eco-
logically-based strate-
gies to increase crop
yields that include
proper land man-
agement, crop rota-
tion and alternative
pest controls. These
efforts merit a high
priority and the allo-
cation of sufficient
resources to ensure
that human health is
better protected from agricultural chemicals
than it has been in the recent past.

Food safety

he provision of safe food for the consumer
Tis an ongoing area of concern to all stake-
holders in food and related industries. There is
also a broader context relating to the globalised
food market concerning the import and sale of

We must raise both the political will
and the financial resources to fight hunger.
The international community
has declared that it is dedicated to the
eradication of poverty.
Eliminating hunger is a vital first step.

Dr. Jacques Diouf, FAO Director General

local capacity building. On the world-wide level,
there needs to be a push towards fair markets, which
internalise negative externalities into prices. As
well as price reform,
amassive shift toward
democratic govern-
mental institutions
is necessary. Along
with this, a focus on
political stability
would assist the long
term  planning
required. Consumers,
however, must ulti-
mately be the driv-
ing force for environmentally viable economic
development.

Poverty and food security are social and eco-
nomic issues, but are also at the root of many
environmental problems in developing countries.
Asworld population expands in these regions, the
ability to provide basic necessities is threatened.
In the 21st century, agricultural policy will have
to complement development policies and pro-
grammes with the aim of increasing food pro-

goods.

The provision of safe food has
been recognised by governments to
be heavily dependent on appropriate
knowledge being developed and dis-
covered at one level and then trans-
ferred to relevant groups of people
at another. This interaction between
research, consultancy, education and
training is critically important in assur-
ing the safety of food.

Economics and society

nvironmentally viable agriculture faces seri-
Eous problems if it is to become widespread
in the developed world. Little research has been
performed on large scale organic production sys-
tems. Economic incentives promote specialisa-
tion in particular agricultural crops and systems,
and so modern farmers have tended not to spend
much time learning about the greater diversity of
practices and measures required. Large and pow-
erful agricultural interests oppose the kinds of reforms
and government policies that could enable the
widespread adoption of more environmentally com-
patible practices.

In order to guarantee the long-term viabili-
ty of agriculture, society must focus upon reform-
ing political institutions, creating appropriate
technologies, promoting cultural capital and
enabling institutional frameworks that favour
policy for environmental protection. Key to these
goals are the increasing use of participatory
research methods, proper agrarian policies and

duction and personal incomes without further
degrading local environments.

Food security is more than just food produc-
tion, nutrition, or food aid. Alleviating hunger, a
severe manifestation of poverty, depends on
broad-based economic growth and income gen-
eration. In most countries, these depend on a
productive, competitive, and environmentally
sound agricultural sector. To achieve these con-
ditions, countries must invest in rural areas to
strengthen agriculture, the food system, and infras-
tructure, and to restore and conserve critical nat-
ural resources for agricultural production. This requires
both public and private investment, and the polit-
ical will to implement the changes necessary.

In compiling this article, information from B.1.O.’s
recently released CD-Rom “Bio-Syllabus for Euro-
pean Environmental Education,” as well as from
http://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/tselby/index.htm, was
used.

International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture

The following information has been provided by
ProfessorJose Esquinas-Alcazar, Secretary of the FAO
Commission of Genetic Resources in Food and
Agriculture.

he United Nations Food and Agriculture

Organisation’s (FAO) Commission on Genet-
ic Resources for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA)
is a permanent forum where governments dis-
cuss and negotiate matters relevant to genetic
resources for food and agriculture. The main
objectives of the Commission are to ensure the
conservation and sustainable utilisation of genet-
ic resources for food and agriculture, as well the
fair and equitable sharing of benefits derived from
their use, for present and future generations. The
Commission aims to reach international con-
sensus on areas of global interest, through nego-
tiations.

The Commission was originally established in
1983 as the Commission on Plant Genetic Resources,
by the FAO Conference, (Resolution 9/83), to
deal with issues related to plant genetic resources.
In 1995, its mandate was broadened (Resolution
3/95), to cover all components of agro-biodiver-
sity of relevance to food and agriculture. It was

then renamed the Commission on Genetic Resources
for Food and Agriculture.

On November 3,2001, the International Treaty
on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agri-
culture was approved by the FAO Conference
which convened in Rome. It is a legally binding
Treaty and includes path-breaking articles on
matters such as Farmers’ Rights (Article 9) and
benefit-sharing with provisions for mandatory
sharing of monetary benefits derived from com-
mercialisation (Article 13).

The goal of the Treaty is to ensure better use
of plant genetic diversity to meet the challenge of
eradicating world hunger. It is a unique compre-
hensive international agreement, taking into con-
sideration the particular needs of farmers and
plant breeders, and aims to guarantee the future
availability of the diversity of plant genetic resources
for food and agriculture on which they depend,

and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits.
The International Treaty is in harmony with the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) which
was adopted in 1992 as the first international
binding agreement covering biodiversity.

This new legally binding international agree-
ment - which will enter into force when ratified
by at least 40 States - provides a framework to
ensure access to plant genetic resources, and to
related knowledge, technologies, and interna-
tionally agreed funding. It also provides the agri-
cultural sector with a multilateral tool to promote
cooperation and synergy with other sectors, par-
ticularly with trade and the environment.

The Treaty revises the previous Internation-
al Undertaking, which was adopted by the FAO
Conference in 1983 as an instrument to promote
international harmony in matters regarding access
to plant genetic resources for food and agricul-

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION -/

of THE UNITED NATIONS -/
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ture. It recognized Farmers’ Rights as being com-
plementary to plant Breeders’ Rights. One hun-
dred and thirteen countries have adhered to the
original International Undertaking, which seeks
to ensure that plant genetic resources of eco-
nomic and/or social interest, particularly for agri-
culture, will be explored, preserved, evaluated
and made available for plant breeding and sci-
entific purposes.

The World Food Summit - five years later
10-13 June 2002

AO will host a global meeting at its Rome

headquarters from 10-13 June 2002 to review
progress towards ending hunger. The meeting is
meant to track progress achieved since the 1996
‘World Food Summit and consider ways to accel-
erate the process.

Some striking successes have taken place in
individual countries and communities, but much
remains to be done. Current data indicate that
the number of undernourished is falling at an
average rate of only 6 million each year - far
below the rate of 22 million per year needed to
reach the World Food Summit target.
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Bioethics and environmental values

11 World Conference on Bioethics
International Society of Bioethics
Gijon, Spain, 30 September - 4 October 2002

- T

BIOPETICA
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he International Society of Bioethics (SIBI), under the distinguished

leadership of Professor Marcelo Palacios, is organising the
II World Conference on Bioethics to be held in Gijon, Spain, 30
September - 4 October 2002. The Conference will convene emi-
nent scholars and scientists from 39 countries, who will address
key bioethics issues in medicine, genetics, biotechnology, human
rights, legislation, and the environment. The Conference is placed
under the auspices of their Royal Highnesses the King and Queen
of Spain. As Vice President of SIBI’s Scientific Committee, the
B.I.O. President will be participating as keynote speaker and chair-
person at the Conference, chairing the session on world poverty
eradication.

World Poverty Eradication: A New Direction for Bioethics

or Biopolitics, the eradication of world poverty should become
the primary responsibility of bioethics. It is our ethical duty
as human beings on this planet to stop engaging in destructive
behaviours and to join forces in defending the environment and
all forms of life. A world ravaged by pollution, hunger and disease

Spain, Argentina, The Vatican

cannot guarantee our future. A new economic strategy of sharing
with those in need is a win-win situation for all. Adequate food
supply and medical care are essential human rights. Safe and inex-
pensive housing, and the equitable distribution of food resources
are now made possible by technology. Let us guide technology, with
the right set of bios promoting values, and apply the enormous poten-
tial available to enhance health and quality of life in areas of the
world where life and human dignity are in jeopardy.

Regional Interdisciplinary Bioethics Programme for Latin
America - Argentina

he B.1.O. President was recently appointed Member of the Aca-

demic Committee of the Regional Interdisciplinary Pro-
gramme for Bioethics in Latin America. In this capacity, she is pro-
moting the need for the establishment
of a firm ethical grounding in society,
where respect for and appreciation of bios
will lead to environmentally responsi-
ble and affected citizens.

As proposed by B.I.O. since its incep-
tion in 1985, in order to be viable, the devel-
opment of every sector of society must
be based on biocentric principles and
values. In our rapidly globalised and
environmentally fragile world, the need for environmental ethics
in every human endeavour is an urgent priority.

A chapter on “Biopolitics - Bio-Culture - International Co-
operation for a Brighter Future,” contributed by the B.I.O. Pres-
ident, was published by in “Bioethics and Society” a scholarly
review issued by the Faculty of Humanities and Arts of the Nation-
al University of Rosario, Argentina.

Nature and Dignity of the Human Person
Pontifical Academy for Life, 25-27 February 2002

he VIIIth General Assembly of the Pontifical Academy for Life
was held at The Vatican, on 25-27 February 2002. The Assem-
bly was themed “The Nature and Dignity of the Human Person
as the Foundation of the Right to Life. The Challenges of the

Individual action is a prerequisite
for developing a better world.

We cannot leave it to governments
alone to look after the planet.
The actions of individual members of
society are essential.

Contemporary Cultural Context” and was attended by leading
scholars and thinkers from around the world. As Corresponding
Member of the Academy, the B.I.O. President was invited to par-
ticipate in the Assembly and to submit a paper for publication in
the resulting volume of proceedings.

In her paper, the B.I.O. President emphasises that environ-
mental deterioration is a serious threat to human dignity and that
the primary ethical responsibility of humanity lies in its duty to pro-
tect and cherish all forms of life on our planet:

“With environmental deterioration threatening the very con-
tinuation of life on our planet, human dignity is also at stake. The
wrong system of values has prevailed and we are jeopardising the
rights of future generations. To answer to the challenges ahead,
humanity’s contemporary cultural context must evolve based on
reverence for all life on our planet.

Technological progress is over-
whelming society and generating a con-
fusion in priorities. Respect for all forms
of life - respect for the work of the Cre-
ator - humility, and peace among all
nations should become the main con-
cern in decision-making. Differences in
culture, language and tradition are not
a threat; they constitute the richness of
humanity. ‘Profit’ needs to be measured
in terms of quality of life, better health, education and the allevi-
ation of poverty, rendering the concept of a “Third World’ obso-
lete. The mobilisation of every individual within the framework
of a ‘participatory democracy’ can promote human dignity and encour-
age the development of a civic society.

The numerous crises of our times are causing frustration, and
a new vision of hope is urgently needed. The Christian Church,
by promoting co-operation and mutual respect among all cul-
tures, can allow harmony and peace to prevail over confusion and
anxiety. The gift of bios is the most precious possession on our plan-
et. Every second, trillions of reactions take place inside all living
cells. The Creator’s presence is revealed through the miracle of
life. With bioethics at the core of every endeavour, we can pro-
tect this miracle and safeguard human dignity in the millennium.”

Bioethics - Respect for bios in every human endeavour

Towards a universal understanding of
biethics

io-ethics is an essential part of Biopolitics. It
Bprovides the moral and philosophical foun-
dation for the concept of a peaceful and harmo-
nious co-evolution of humanity and the envi-
ronment. This concept implies a global vision of
maintaining and promoting bios. Bio-ethics can
be considered both a conceptual science and, at
the same time, a direction for thoughtful action.
From a philosophical perspective, bio-ethics is close-
ly related to the principle of reverence for life. Of
paramount importance for bio-ethics is the con-
cept that any individual, any form of bios is of
unique, absolute value. The underlying idea of
the intrinsic unity of human and non-human life
entails the responsibility of human beings to pro-
tect the environment and all forms of life on our
planet. Bios should be seen as a gift, which is to
be cherished and revered. A deeper ethical com-
mitment is needed in order to avoid the mistakes
of the past and to encourage every individual to
become involved in the protection of the bio-
environment.

Human actions are altering environmental prop-
erties and processes in ways that have many
unknown implications. We are witnessing rapid
and unprecedented advances in the fields of sci-
ence, medicine, technology and biotechnology
that affect all aspects of the environments. Many
of these advances have profound ethical conse-
quences. To curb environmental deterioration,
we need to build a society that is founded on
respect for bios, for all life on the planet. The
ethical and philosophical foundations for the
harmonious co-evolution of humanity and the
environment are crucial dimensions in this effort.
We must also evoke an ethical responsibility
towards bios rights. A regulatory approach towards
environmental protection alone is not sufficient.
People everywhere must be imbued with a love
and respect for the environment. Only then will
they avoid harm to the environment, to biodi-
versity and to each other.

How, then, can we achieve this new bio-eth-
ical thinking among scientists, engineers, politi-
cians, businessmen and people everywhere? A mul-
tifaceted approach is needed which includes edu-

cation, public discussion and debate, codes of
environmental ethics for all professions, and the
assessment of new technology with a view to the
prevention of environmental deterioration.

Public education

.I.O. has long promoted education as the

means of enlightening academics, students,
professionals and decision-makers to become
more environmentally conscious and responsi-
ble world citizens. To advance the principles of
bio-ethics, B.I.O. has
published numerous
materials, both in print
and electronically, and
has directed its activi-
ties towards the pro-
motion of environ-
mental ethics in every
human endeavour. The
development of an International University of
the Bio-Environment (I.U.B.E.), which was
launched by the Fourth B.I.O. International
Conference in Athens, in 1991, was aimed at the
universal acceptance of a “biocentric” view of the
world, as opposed to an “anthropocentric” view.
Within this framework, environmental “think-
ing and ethics” are encouraged in every human
endeavour. Education and understanding of cur-
rent bio-ethical issues must be advanced by all
forms of the media - print, broadcast and elec-
tronic - in order to stimulate a vigorous and
informed debate. This will lead to enlightened
decision-making by political bodies based on
sound principles of bio-ethics.

Codes of environmental ethics for every
profession

odes of ethics have been prepared for the

medical profession since the earliest times
(the Hippocratic Oath which originated in ancient
Greece in the 5th century BC is a case in point).
More recently, other professions have developed
codes of conduct for their fields as well. Envi-
ronmentalists have debated what is an appro-
priate stance of the human family toward the
non-human community. These are, of course,

It is our irrefutable ethical
responsibility to preserve the
environment for the future and to
engage in every activity with a view to a
global appreciation of bios.

positive developments, and they need to be con-
tinued and expanded to all professions and voca-
tions. The threat to bios on the planet today is
more serious than at any previous time in histo-
ry. Itis apparent that human actions are respon-
sible for this threat. It is therefore up to humans
to correct this situation and to treat all forms of
bios with the care and reverence they require.
The concept of human rights recognises the dig-
nity of the individual and his/her right to live with
security, freedom, equality and privacy. It has
achieved widespread
acceptance since the
United Nations adopt-
ed the Universal Dec-
laration of Human
Rights in 1948. Biopol-
itics has repeatedly
stressed that a corre-
sponding Code of
Human Responsibilities is also needed, in order
to define our obligations towards the environ-
ment and all forms of life on the planet.

Bio-assessment of technology

apid advances in technology sometimes over-

whelm the casual observer. While science
forges ahead with its research, the implications
of these discoveries are not always clearly under-
stood. There seems to be a competitive rush to
complete the research and bring new prospects
and applications to the marketplace. Public pol-
icy must firmly resist such tendencies. Bio-ethi-
cal standards and guidelines should be in place
at the national and international levels to guide
both science and business. Independent bodies
with no connection to the research entities should
thoroughly assess these new technologies and
issue recommendations prior to their release and
application in the field.

Solutions to environmental problems and
the development and implementation of envi-
ronmentally-sound technologies require a range
of different disciplines and skills, and, in partic-
ular, imagination and innovation. The “bio-assess-
ment of technology,” as promoted by B.1.O. since
1985, involves a thorough re-evaluation of priorities
in technology and the development of initiatives

that respect and help the environment. These
initiatives include environmentally-friendly tech-
nology, as well as progress in genetic engineer-
ing and biotechnology, which should, however,
always be carried out with the aim of protecting
every form of life on our planet. Within this
framework, the role of bio-ethics is expanded
outside the confines of conventional biomedical
issues to include every human endeavour.

International co-operation

nvironmental pollution and degradation do
Enot respect international treaties and state
boundaries. Unless a universal understanding of
bio-ethics evolves, the very continuation of the
chain of life on our planet will be at stake. Inform-
ing the public and soliciting their active partici-
pation in the debate about ethics concerning the
environment is a crucial and urgent task if destruc-
tive trends are to be curbed.

Establishing codes of bio-ethics for all pro-
fessions and assessing technological develop-
ments on the basis of environmental criteria
would contribute greatly towards elevating bio-
ethical considerations into everyday decision-
making and promoting respect for the gift of life
in every endeavour.

International Court of the Environment

o promote environmental ethics and to infuse
Tsociety with a new vision, it is essential to
mobilise environmentally committed legislators
and people of influence who can advance envi-
ronmental justice on a world-wide level. The cre-
ation of an International Court of the Environ-
ment could lead to a more efficient enforcement
of current environmental legislation and could
ensure global environmental responsibility for
the future (see page 8).

We all share the gift of bios - life, the most
precious possession on our planet. Political sys-
tems have come and gone, financial regimes have
succeeded and failed, but bios, in unlimited vari-
eties and forms, has existed for millions of years.
It is our irrefutable ethical responsibility to pre-
serve the environment for the future and to engage
in every activity with a view to a global appreci-
ation of bios. AV.A.
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The International University for the Bio-Environment

t the break of the 21st century, a major change in economic,
Asocial and educational priorities is shaping world views and
ways of life and is creating new challenges for humanity. To meet
these challenges, education requires a radical shift away from
intra-disciplinary entrenchment and into creative and thought-
ful action for the development of the highest potential of each
individual for the benefit of the world and future generations.

The purpose and responsibility of bio-education, as pro-
moted by B.I.O. since 1985, is to uplift the spirit of humanity and
to reverse the crisis in values that has resulted in serious environmental
deterioration. By providing interdisciplinary models with the
environment at the core of every speciality, bio-education seeks
to apply environmental protection to every human endeavour.

To further this vision, B.I.O. launched the International Uni-
versity for the Bio-Environment (I.U.B.E.) in 1990. The LU.B.E.
acts as a catalyst urging scholars, decision-makers, diplomats,
business leaders, teachers and students to actively contribute to
the development of a biocentric society.

Bearing in mind that universities should be, by definition,
“universal,” the I.U.B.E. infuses educational institutions and
training centres around the world with environmental thinking.
Rather than focusing on the award of degrees, the .U.B.E. seeks
to accelerate environmental awareness and impart a biocentric
message on every educational level. The aim is for the I.U.B.E.
to become a world-calibre initiative for the development of mul-
tidisciplinary environmental concepts, beyond the confines of
conventional environmental science, leading to a revised educa-
tional system for the entire planet. Therefore, the I.U.B.E. has as
its mission to promote:

» international educational reforms and the promotion of an effi-
cient global bio-education with the use of the Internet, satellites
and other communication links

[ransnationa

Green light by the European Commission to “Bios
& Environment Transnational Network” Project

n extensive network for environmental education is being

developed within the framework of the European Commis-
sion’s Leonardo da Vinci Community Training Action Programme.
The programme, co-ordinated by Action Link/Action Synergy
S.A., is themed “Bios & Environment Transnational Network”
and features partners from 16 countries. The Biopolitics Inter-
national Organisation (B.I.O.) participates as a core partner in
the Network, with the aim of contributing ground-breaking dimen-
sions to environmental education. In addition, B.1.O. has invit-
ed the European Academy of Sciences and Arts, Austria, the
University of Forestry Sofia, Bulgaria, and the University Col-
lege of Food Engineering in Szeged, Hungary, to participate as
partners in the project.

The goal of the project is to develop a network of organisa-
tions involved in environmental issues, so that a firm structure of
information exchange and training activities can be created. More
specifically, the project aims at the development of networks,
which will facilitate the mutual exchange of experience and good
practices in the environmental field, as well as the development
of a centre of environmental expertise and of innovative approach-
es in the field of vocational training and job orientation. The out-
puts, practices and products of the project will be disseminated
in all European countries.

Within this framework, the following activities have been
planned:

» Development of a network for mutual information exchange.
» Development of a European Network for the fostering of envi-

Bio-Syllabus for European

» the development of a comprehensive Bio-Syllabus for every
educational level demonstrating how environmental concepts
apply to all academic areas. The I.U.B.E.’s Bio-Syllabus is already
part of the curriculum of numerous university courses in an expand-
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ing list of countries. It provides themed references to the highly
regarded and wide ranging resource of published B.I.O. materi-
al, freely available to both educators and the educated, in print and
electronically - on the Internet and on CD-Rom.

» international co-operation in environmental protection lead-
ing to a new era of bio-diplomacy

» international legislation on bios rights and human obligations

Bios and Enviro:
Leonardo Da Vinci Community Vocat

ronmental standards.

» Development of a vocational training network of a broad par-
ticipation and composition.

» Use and adaptation of materials and methodologies devel-
oped within the framework of previous Community programmes.

» Use of information and communication technologies.

» Assurance of the European dimension of the products’ and
practices’ dissemination, in order that they will be available in
all European and co-operating countries.

» Evaluation strategies for environmental education.

The target group to which the specific project is addressed is
broad and includes organisations within both the public and pri-
vate sectors, such as universities, educational institutions, voca-
tional training centres, businesses, international organisations, cham-
bers of commerce and industry, and research centres.

The Network is comprised of the following partner organi-
sations:

Action Link/Action Synergy S.A., Greece, the project co-
ordinator. The company has extensive experience in the co-ordi-
nation and management of EU programmes and focuses on the
development of educational material through innovative meth-
ods, the organisation of practical training opportunities for stu-
dents, working people and university staff, the organisation of
seminars and courses in adult education, as well as the dissemi-
nation of educational information and products.

Biopolitics International Organisation (B.I.O.), Greece.
B.1.O. has been promoting environmental education since its
inception in 1985. In 1990, B.I.O. launched the International Uni-
versity for the Bio-Environment (I.U.B.E.) and, through a pletho-
ra of seminars, conferences and publications, has infused education,
on a global level, with environmental thinking. With members
and supporters in 120 countries world-wide, B.I.O. brings exten-
sive networking opportunities to the project.

European Academy of Sciences and Arts, Austria. Headed
by Professor Felix Unger, the European Academy of Sciences
and Arts promotes the development of sciences and arts in all Euro-
pean countries. It was founded in 1990 and provides education
in the following fields: philosophy and culture; the natural sciences;
social, legal and economic sciences; technical and environmen-
tal sciences.

University of Forestry Sofia, Bulgaria. A major academic
institution, promoting education and research in forestry, forest
industry, ecology and environmental protection, landscape archi-

Biopolitics International Organisation (B.1.O.)

towards the environment
» the re-evaluation of business and management concepts and the
development of new economic strategies compatible with environmental
preservation
» public awareness of the ramification of the biological sciences
» an international campaign for Environmental Olympics and
the award of Bios Prizes to individuals or institutions that have
contributed to the preservation and appreciation of the envi-
ronment
» a global bio-assessment of technology, to ensure technologi-
cal and economic progress that support the bio-environment,
and to help bridge the gap between technological progress and
societal values. In reference to the issue of “Bios in the New Mil-
lennium,” experts in respective fields will be asked to present a
thesis and antithesis, and then create a synthesis of new concepts.
Emphasis will be placed on identifying ways of reducing negative
environmental impact, so as to truly benefit from the contribu-
tions of technological breakthroughs.

Professionals of the future making decisions about the world
need to be aware of the environment in all aspects of their work.
The I.U.B.E. is working with further and higher education insti-
tutions to establish interdisciplinary environmental dimensions
in academic courses and training seminars. Raising awareness of
environmental issues is important, but it is equally important to
become involved in practical education and training activities.

The environment is a source of joy and inspiration for the future.
Bios - life - is the most precious possession on our planet. The

more we understand this most unique gift the more successful we
will be in fulfilling the needs of the community, the country, and
the world.

Environmental strategies cannot be effective unless every
human endeavour is involved. Environmental protection is an all
encompassing effort, comprising, short- and long-range priori-
ties to ensure the continuation of the chain of life on our planet
and to guarantee the rights of future generations.

tecture, agronomy, veterinary and animal science, soil science, hunt-
ing and game management and industrial management. Envi-
ronmental education is a priority at the University.

EEE Network, Belgium. A transnational organisation with a
global coverage of the sectors of Environmental Engineering and
Education. EEE’s head office is located in Brussels, and the
organisation is involved in the promotion of common activities,
i.e., conferences and educational meetings, among diverse envi-
ronmental actors.

Union of Cyprus Communities. The Union represents all
Municipalities and Communities of Cyprus at the tertiary level.
It actively participates in the development of a centre for envi-
ronmental expertise and of innovative approaches in the field of
vocational training and job orientation and will contribute to the
Network’s extensive development in Cyprus.

TREND Gesellschaft fur Marketing GmbH, Germany. A
company providing vocational training mainly to the unemployed,
who can thus acquire new skills. TREND collaborates with SMEs
and universities, and participates in several European Union pro-
grammes. Within the framework of the Network, TREND will join
in the development of a centre for environmental expertise and
disseminate the outputs.

Belear de Desarrollo y Formacion, Spain. An organisation
specialising in the field of education and training of public organ-
isations and companies, as well as in open and distance learning,
multimedia development, European projects management and
consulting, with extensive participation in Community pro-
grammes.

Institut Mediterraneen du Littoral, France. The Institute of
the Mediterranean Coast is a non-profit organisation set up in
1992. 1t is a centre for coastal resources and collects a range of infor-
mation on environmental protection, both on land and at sea. The
Institute facilitates training activities for SMEs and, in partnership
with other organisations, promotes the development of green
tourism. It is also involved in the development of a centre for envi-
ronmental experience and the dissemination of outputs.

Great Laon-Hirson-Chauny, France. An educational organ-
isation of life-long learning in France. It actively participates in
the development of a centre for environmental experience and
the dissemination of outputs.

University College of Food Engineering, Szeged, Hungary.
Headed by Professor Gabor Szabo, the College trains students
in agriculture and food technology. The aims of the College are:
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Bio-Syllabus for European Environmental Education

echnology has made possible the compilation of 17 years of

B.1.O. achievements and publications in one CD-Rom. This
compact educational tool, which has been just released by B.I.O.,
includes a wealth of information and reflections on the environ-
ment contributed by expert scholars, scientists, civic leaders, busi-
ness professionals, artists, teachers and other inspired individu-
als from 120 countries around the world. It is a modular teaching
implement, aimed at people of various backgrounds and inter-
ests and serving as a complete open and distance learning tool
designed to enhance understanding and appreciation of envi-
ronmental issues in every human endeavour. The reader is encour-
aged to develop an awareness of current concepts, as well as the
ability to critically evaluate progress in the environmental field.

Bio-Syllabus for European Environmental Education is based
on a biocentric approach to education, as promoted by the .U.B.E.
since 1990. It comprises ten modules, colour-coded and present-
ed in alphabetical order by subject for easy access. It also includes
areference section on the goals and philosophy of the Biopolitics
International Organisation.

Satellites may be used for the simultaneous
education of all people in order to promote
a better understanding of bios.
B.1.O. President, 1985

The reader selects the module of interest from the available
index. Each module, which functions as a separate electronic vol-
ume, deals with a different subject and provides:

» a theoretical background

» key environmental questions

» information on current concepts, facts and trends, policy and
action

» models for study and implementation

» directions for further research; a comprehensive bibliography

» a list of cross references from B.1.O.’s electronic library.
The following topics are addressed: architecture, diplomacy, eco-
nomics, energy, ethics, health, history, legislation, technology,
and tourism.

Modules are further subdivided into units addressing various

issues. The issues discussed interact in a number of ways, and

Educational institutions have a very active and
delicate role to play. Maybe the role is to change
the angry youth into a happy one and to change

the divided world into a friendly, united globe.
B.I.O. President, 1990

cross-links are provided for quick referencing both within a par-
ticular module and across different modules, emphasising an inter-
disciplinary approach to environmental learning.

The B.I.O. electronic cross-reference library is a vital part of
this CD-Rom. Since its inception in 1985, B.I.O. has brought
together leaders from diverse fields to present environmental
concepts as they apply to their own area of expertise. This vastly
rich material has been subdivided into topics and is now available
as a comprehensive electronic reference library on the environ-
ment. More information on Bio-Syllabus for European Environ-
mental Education can be found on page 4. To order copies, please
contact B.I.O. at bio@hol.gr

Meeting the challenge of bio-education

There is an urgent need to incorporate an appreciation of bios
on all levels of education and assimilate the progress of the
biological sciences in fields such as theology, philosophy, diplo-

just released

Biopolitics International Organisation

for European Environmental Education
Edned by D Agel Vievisnos-Ary

" y =

macy, economics, law, media, business. Technology may be viewed
as the revelation of the truth and a pathway leading to a better future.
The decisive role of education raises our concern on the assess-
ment of needs and choices, as well as priorities leading to the for-
mulation of educational strategies. Social needs are becoming
pressing, and the mass media expand our awareness of existing threats
to bios.

Many international programmes on bio-education are now
in the process of being implemented. Specialists involved in such
programmes can contribute to the development of new policies
for environmental education. The propagation of knowledge
through telecommunications, the press, radio, television, satel-
lites, assists in overcoming underdevelopment and thus contributes
to quantitative and qualitative educational development through-
out the world. A revision of academic curricula with a view to a
global appreciation of bios would provide a perspective of hope
and harmony for the millennium.

nment Transnational Network
ional Training Action Programme Second Phase 2000-2006

to impart updated professional knowledge; to serve economic
and social progress; and, to train high quality food industry experts
and managers satisfying market demands and needs.
Associazioni Professionisti Sardi (APS), Italy. An educa-
tional centre, co-operating with local authorities and businesses

and the development of methods and training materials. Cur-
rently, AQUATT runs a flourishing network of over 600 members
in 17 countries throughout the European aquaculture sector.
FORBITEC, Portugal. An organisation founded within the
framework of COMETT Community Initiative, as the sectoral

DR. BIS Consulting, Poland. A company, which provides con-
sultancy services in particular to SMEs, but also to large enter-
prises in a variety of fields and sectors. It carries out economic
studies for Polish and foreign companies, and collaborates close-
ly with several German companies. Main fields of activity include
the drawing up and development of business

in Sardinia for the development of educa-
tional and training programmes. APS par- /
ticipates in several European programmes.

Sintesi, Italy. Sintesi is a consortium of
universities and organisations in Italy, includ-
ing: the University of Catanna; the Univer-
sity of Messina; the University of Palermo; the
Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agri-
culture of Palermo; the Centre of Research
in Electronics; and, Industrial Initiatives S.A.
The consortium is active in promoting con-
tinuing education and training through the co-
operation of universities and enterprises, and
in the development of human resources and
production systems in Sicily.

Institute of Technology Tallaght, Ire-
land. An engineering institute serving as an

DR. BIS
Consulting, Poland

MONDOSTIL
Consulting & Training,

Romania
% o ﬂd?

FORBITEC, <0

Biopolitics International
Organisation (B.1.O.)
Park Lane College, UK

Action Link/Action
Synergy S.A., Greece

oy

Sofia, Bulgaria

a cf;."r EEE Network,

o I::p- Union of Cyprus

plans, economic analyses, market research,
investment projects, company assessment,
infrastructure programmes, privatisation and
cost analyses, and consulting.

G MONDOSTIL Consulting & Training,
ICTMAB, Sweden % o ﬁ ]?;r?pean Aczd;'rny Romania. A consultancy and training com-
'I,:—\,} o g 6:}' ¢ m:ff:t:i: s, pany established in 1993, Mondo has been

o & involved in a broad range of spheres includ-

University of Forestry ing web page creation, international mar-

keting, communications training for SMEs,
human resources and tourism management,
training needs analysis, and other projects
aimed at boosting opportunities for women.
The company’s highly skilled and qualified man-
agement team frequently gives lectures on
these and other topics, while Mondo has

Belgium

Portugal iti L N
important learning resource for industry. o Communites developed a significantbody of training mate-
. . oo ’ rial in close co-operation with the interna-
business and the wider community in the o o tional business communit
Dublin area. It offers a growing range of <2 'E-':_\TREND Gesellschaft ICTM AB, Sweden. ASyx;«edish based con
external services, including business and con- AQUATT, Ireland fur Marketing GmbH, sulting training’anv(; marl;etingﬁlmwith‘an inter-
sultancy provision, distance education, design ﬁ?ﬂ & Germany natior;al focus. The bulk of its work is con-
and production of learning materials, spe- R . ;
cialist training, and curriculum and course Institute of Technology o Belear de Desarrollo y du?ted within the fr_dmework of l_European
» = . . Union programmes. Simultaneously, it concerns
development. Institute of Technology Tal- Tallaght, Ireland ﬁ? Formacion, Spain i ; lisati unicati
r - NSt ! ) o . . itself with the utilisation of telecommunications
laght actively participates in the d.evelopr.nent Sintesi, Italy 0 Institut Mediterraneen for distance learning and consulting purpos-
of a centre of environmental expertise and inno- du Littoral, France es, as well as multimedia based educational
vative approaches in the field of vocational Associazioni materials and methods. The latter involves
training and job orientation. S P(r;?fe::;som;:'l University College Grcelz:;ll;:onl;lr-:‘l;izn- the company in training needs analysis and
AQUATT, Ireland. The company was ardi (APS), Italy o o0 q Engineering, ¥, incentive training management work.
established in Dublin, in 1992, out of the Hungary Park Lane College, UK. A college of

identification of a clear need to systemise,

further education providing training to 22,000

co-ordinate and develop the training require-
ments of the aquaculture industry through a single body. Activi-
ties include transnational exchanges of staff between companies
or between companies and universities, development and deliv-
ery of short courses in advanced technologies, industry, higher
and vocational education surveys and training needs analyses,

organisation in charge of environmental protection issues. FOR-
BITEC specialises in European Union research programmes
related to environmental protection and informatics. It participates
in many European Union programmes dealing with vocational
education and training.

Jparticipants from Leeds and the surrounding
region. It is the UK’s largest business college and is keen on part-
nerships with sister colleges, training bodies and the wider com-
munity to optimise its impact and expertise. The college works
closely with the European Union and has organised and managed
several transnational educational and training programmes.
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delivering a “wake-up” call for the environment

s an organisation campaigning for a new
lobal biocentric vision, B.1.O. has been on
the forefront of environmental developments
since 1985. We consider BioNews to be a force
for change in a time of environmental challenges
helping to focus the world’s attention on the
preservation of bios - life - the most precious
possession on our planet. Because the B.I.O.
goals involve international collaboration in envi-
ronmental protection - something affecting all
global citizens, irrespective of nation, culture
and global location - the work of B.I.O. is a
means to surpass conflict and to encourage every
citizen to actively engage in the race to save the
environment. The biocentric philosophy pro-
moted in all our publications and activities can
provide new incentives for a global apprecia-
tion and protection of bios.
BioNews is a vehicle to bring to you - our
readers and supporters - information on some

1999 - Millennium Bios Prize awards ceremony in St. Petersburg.
Mistislav Rostropovich and other leaders receive Bios Prizes in honour of
their contributions to the environment. The awards ceremony took
place at the Hermitage Museum, under the auspices of its Director,
Academician Michael Piatrovsky.

This millennium event was a milestone in the work of B.1.O.

1996 - First Bios
Prize awarded to
Jacques Cousteau.
To honour a pioneer
of environmental
preservation, B.1.O.
awarded its first ever
Bios Prize to Com-
mander J. Cousteau
during a special event
at the Naval Museum
in Paris. The event was
attended by leaders
from around the

key bio-policy issues and has brought attention
to the need for more concerted efforts in envi-
ronmental protection. Knowledge and infor-
mation alone are not sufficient; what is required
is also imagination and innovation.

Solving environmental problems clearly
involves social, eco-
nomic, ethical, polit-
ical and legal consid-
erations. This is why
B.1.O. has solicited
the participation of
every human endeav-
our in the protection
of bios. We have influ-
enced business lead-
ers to change their
attitudes towards prof-
it and to consider bios
as the real wealth of
humanity. We have
campaigned exten-
sively for the creation
of an International
Court of the Envi-
ronment to promote
environmental justice.
We have provided
guidelines for an
improved response to

of our main achievements, goals and aspirations
for the future. It is also a way to present some
of the positive comments that various people
from a range of countries and cultures have
made about us, and to provide details of our
current and imminent campaigns and events.

Influencing policy

BioNews promotes a cross stimulation of
ideas on how to protect the environment and
save life on our planet. It aims to sensitise deci-
sion-makers and people of influence around the
world to adopt sound environmental policy and
action. Over the years, BioNews has covered

world-wide environ-
mental harms, as well as the institutional sup-
port and co-ordination needed to implement
international environmental agreements, and
enhance environmental policy making. We have
stressed the need for environmental ethics in
every academic and professional initiative, and
we have also persuaded diplomats to focus on
a unifying vision in foreign policy and to espouse
the principles of bio-diplomacy, an international
effort in defence of the environment.

Educating people

BioNews is one of the main tools in bio-edu-
cation. The challenges to environmental edu-

cation are numerous, and the focus should be on
how to meet the demands of changing social, eco-
nomic, technical, environmental, and cultural needs.
An efficient bio-education responds to these
needs and provides interdisciplinary models
with the environment at the core of every spe-
ciality, thus removing artificial boundaries in
education and promoting a truly integrated
knowledge.

This is the major goal of the International
University for the Bio-Environment (I.U.B.E.),
launched by B.I.O. in 1990. The I.U.B.E. seeks
to infuse educational institutions with bios pro-
moting values and to stimulate environmental
thinking among students, educators and deci-
sion-makers in 120
countries.  The
1.U.B.E. functions
through seminars,
conferences, web-
publishing, and a
series of printed
works, with the aim
of reaching every con-
cerned citizen.

Technology has
provided an expan-
sion of every field of
human endeavour.
Continuous innova-
tion and develop-
ment, as well as flu-
idity in the structure
of society due to
changing goals, cause difficulties in identifying
priorities and maintaining the proper perspec-
tives. Economic development serves individu-
al needs and ascertains the future requirements
for society. While people today are becoming
interested in economic growth, there is an
increased awareness of the importance of qual-
ity of life. Bio-education may act as a catalyst
and help resolve national and international
problems by allowing respect for life to become
a priority in every field.

Changing attitudes

As environmental concerns are making their
way into more and more aspects of our daily lives,
it becomes clear that, at no single time in histo-
1y, have all people united in a common cause -
that of saving the bio-environment. This increased
environmental awareness witnessed in the new

millennium has been the result of extensive efforts
and strenuous work. B.I.O.’s concerns for the
environment and bios are rapidly moving into
the centre of the international public arena, focus-
ing the world’s attention on the urgent need to
protect all forms of life on our planet.

In 1985, when B.1.O. began its first steps,
very few realised that environmental preserva-
tion is key to our future. Only a handfull of deci-
sion-makers were forward-thinking enough to
espouse environmental policy, and internation-
al organisations had not yet considered envi-
ronmental protection as a priority.

Progress in the environmental field owes
much to the work of B.I.O., and, today, we are
gradually seeing a more integrated approach in
policy and development, both nationally and
internationally. Sustainable development has
been greatly influenced by the B.I.O. goals and
ideals, and, hopefully, with the right leadership
and vision, anthropocentric destructive trends will
soon be replaced by a global appreciation of
bios. It is something we owe to future generations.

Changing attitudes is no easy task, and inspi-
rational models are needed. To promote incen-
tives for environmental protection and to encour-
age society to mobilise all its members to pro-
tect the environment, B.I.O. launched Bios Prizes
as a tribute to leaders in the environmental field.
The first Bios Prize was awarded in 1996 to
Jacques Cousteau.

Bio-culture and peace

To strengthen our response to environmental
challenges, a unifying vision is essential. As the
Rio+10 Summit approaches, the time is oppor-
tune for finding ways of converting these chal-
lenges into new opportunities. Governments,
the public sector, civil society, business, and the
academic world need to unite their efforts in a
global appreciation of bios. As environmental solu-
tions are long-term goals, it is important to build
public awareness with staying power. The goal
is not only to change attitudes, but to also to
motivate and empower people to act in defence
of the environment.

Bio-culture is the B.I.O. vision for peace. It
aims to inspire humanity with a love for bios and
with the commitment to protect this precious
gift for the future. Bios, with all its intricacies and
wonders, can be a source of joy and inspiration.
Bio-culture is the pathway leading to the fulfil-
ment of peace and the revelation of harmony.

2001 - Advancing environmental justice. Is there a need for an International Court of the
Environment? The Secretary General of the Permanent Court of Arbitration, distinguished
Judges and professors, members of the Council of Europe and other people of influence, met
to discuss crucial issues for the future of environmental justice at a B.1.O. conference in Athens.
International co-operation for the defence of the “rights” of bios is a major B.1.O. objective.
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