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The Bulgarian sector of the Danube covers a 480 km course, between the river's 845th and 375th km of flow. The total area of Bulgarian
wetlands has been reduced by a factor of 20 during the last few decades, as a result of an increase in arable lands and other anthropogenic
activities, including industrial and household waste pollution. This reduction has led to a considerable decrease in flora and fauna biodiversity,
especially in the regions of Svishtov, Belene, Tzibar, Archar, and Vardin.
A recent study carried out by the Bulgarian Academy of Science focuses on the problems of biodiversity in the wetlands near the Danube, as
well as its estuaries, and proposes measures for its protection. The status of the Srebarna Biosphere Reserve, as a typical example of the
wetlands in the vicinity of the Danube, is also addressed. A brief review of the changes in the biodiversity of amphibians, birds and mammals
is made with an accent on rare, endangered and protected species. The different categories of protected areas are reviewed and the possibilities
for improving the management for nature conservation through effective use of national legislation, international co-operation and constant
monitoring of the region are discussed. Finally, a common economic policy on the Bulgarian sector of the Danube and adjacent territories is
suggested.
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