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"Almost everything men have said best, they have said in Greek," stated Emperor Hadrian, in the words of his fictional biographer, the
immortal Marguerite Yourcenar. And the truth is that there are few aspects of human thought that do not lead, finally, to their primary source,
Hellenism.

Biopolitics is, without doubt, a renewed expression of classical humanism and its worship for the entire human environment. Dr. Vlavianos-
Arvanitis is an admirable reincarnation of the past and present validity of Greek philosophy, representing the essence of modern Greek
philosophy, confronted with the essence of modern life. It is no simple coincidence that Aristotle is regarded as the first biologist of the
classical world and his work considered as having eternal value. The formation of a universal human society forces us to look for the
restoration of the original concept of life, as suggested by Theilard de Chardin, and the vindication of nature. This, at the same time, is the
proper and necessary way of rectifying a falsely anthropocentric attitude, which systematically misrepresented humanity's mission to protect
and administer a biological universe in a state of permanent evolution, by considering ourselves owners of it.

The absorbing interest which the ideology of Biopolitics has aroused is fully understandable, since the planet's biological restoration can be the
consequence only of political decisions taken at the highest levels of power. Nevertheless, it is increasingly difficult to ignore the messages
that, day-by-day, have started to come from peripheral territories. The Rio Summit was the starting point. There, the "tropical factor," as the
maximum expression of terrestrial bio-diversity, started to gain validity, and was also regarded as a heritage whose preservation is of vital
importance and whose economic potential is the sovereign possession of each nation. The International Sakharov Festival, offers us the
greatest opportunity to deepen a dialogue which will encourage global awareness, a prerequisite for rescuing life on this planet.
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