
New York, September 7
Rome, November 10-11

The International Court of the Environment
Foundation (ICEF), an initiative directed

by Italian Supreme Court Justice Amedeo
Postiglione, and endorsed by leading personal-
ities and experts from around the world, pro-
motes the creation of an internationally estab-
lished judicial mechanism to resolve environ-
mental disputes.

On the occasion of the United Nations
Millennium Summit, a special ICEF meeting
relating to structural changes and enhance-
ments of the UN System was held at the
Metropolitan Club in New York, USA, on
September 7. The purpose of the meeting was
to report on the status of the efforts to estab-

lish an international environmental court and
to discuss co-ordination of these efforts with
the Permanent Court of Arbitration (The
Hague) and the UNEP. Also in connection
with the UN Summit, a resolution in favour of
the creation of an International Court of the
Environment was drafted and signed. The
meeting was attended by members of the
Italian Senate and Supreme Court, the
Chairman of the ICEF North American
Committee Kenneth McCallion, the B.I.O.
President and other personalities.

The next ICEF meeting will convene
September 10-11 in Rome, Italy. The main
subject of the meeting will be the jurisdiction
and control for the actuality of the human right
to the environment.

Peace Palace, The Hague

On May 17, a Permanent Court of Arbitra-
tion (PCA) Working Group met at the

Peace Palace in The Hague to discuss the role
of dispute resolution mechanisms in interna-
tional investments and environmental protec-

tion. The meeting was chaired by PCA Gener-
al Secretary Tjaco van den Hout, with the par-
ticipation of: Dr. Mohamed Bekhechi, Senior
Counsel at the World Bank; Charles Di Leva,
Director of the IUCN Environmental Law Cen-
tre; Parvez Hassan, Legal Counsel with IUCN

Pakistan; Christopher Pinto, Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Iran United States Claims Tribunal;
Professor Alfred Rest of the University of Koln;
Professor Philippe Sands of the University of
London and New York University Law School;
Dr. Agni Vlavianos-Arvanitis, B.I.O. President
and Founder; Phyllis Hamilton, Alexa Duverg-
er-Pichon and Bette Schiffman, Members of
the Permanent Court of Arbitration; Alfonso
Ascensio, Legal Advisor with the Mexican Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs; and Professor Oliver
Hinte of the University of Koln.

The working group meeting resulted in a
fruitful exchange of views about speeding up
the establishment of an International Court
for the Environment as a means for solving
environmental disputes. B.I.O. has repeated-
ly emphasised that the International Court
for the Environment, rather than functioning
as just another punitive institution, should
provide guidelines and a vision for the pre-
vention of environmental catastrophes, under
the auspices of the Permanent Court of
Arbitration.

To further this goal, B.I.O., with the invaluable assistance of Professor Alfred Rest, has pre-
pared a formal statement for the urgent need to implement an International Court for the
Environment:

Biopolitics International Organisation
Resolution for the Establishment of an International Court of the Environment

Recognising that there exists a global environmental crisis that threatens all the major
ecosystems and life - bios - on our planet;

Reiterating that all States and all people shall co-operate in a spirit of global partnership in
the essential task of eradicating poverty and in protecting the environment as an indispensable
requirement for sustainable development for the benefit of present and future generations;

Emphasising that the international community has an obligation, as the guardians of glob-
al natural resources, to conserve, protect and restore these resources and to preserve all other
species from further pollution, contamination and extinction;

Reasserting that the right to a healthy environment is a fundamental human right; 
Recalling, inter alia, Principle 22 of the Stockholm Declaration and Principle 13 of the Rio

Declaration according to which States shall develop further the international law regarding
liability and compensation for the victims of pollution and other environmental damage caused
by activities within their jurisdiction or control to areas beyond their jurisdiction;

Reiterating the indispensability of an International Court of the Environment to resolve
transnational and international environmental disputes and to preserve and protect global
ecosystems;

Recalling that such an institution could also contribute to the development and promotion
of international environmental law; and

Recognising that such a court is intended to be complementary to a national and regional
compliance, enforcement and judicial systems

it is resolved that:
1. There is an urgent need for the immediate establishment of an International

Environmental Court with mandatory jurisdiction to resolve transnational and international
disputes in environmental matters, and thereby to conserve and protect the global environment
and all species from further degradation and extinction. This institution can also make an
essential contribution to the further development and creation of international environmental
law.

2. There is a fundamental human right to a healthy environment that can be protected
through such a court. To implement such a right and to prevent any deleterious effects to the
environment the harmed or potentially injured victim, as well as generally accepted and recog-
nised environmental non-governmental organisations and interest groups, and legal persons
from industry and businesses as well, must have legal access to such a court, equitable to the
access of States and International Organisations.

3. Until an International Court of the Environment is established, the Permanent Court of
Arbitration (The Hague) should be the competent institution for the settlement of disputes by
providing the flexible mechanisms of commissions for fact finding/inquiry, mediation, concili-
ation, and arbitration, according to its set rules of procedures.

7 June 2000

Dr. Alfred Rest Dr. Agni Vlavianos-Arvanitis
University of Cologne President and Founder
Institute of Public International Law Biopolitics International Organisation

Ozone�Global Warming AlertsInternational Court of the Environment Working Group
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The Hague, 29 June

Leaders from around the world convened at
the Peace Palace in The Hague, on June 29,

2000, to launch the Earth Charter in the pres-
ence of Her Majesty Queen Beatrice of the
Netherlands. The Earth Charter is a declaration
of fundamental principles for building a just, sus-
tainable and peaceful global society in the 21st
century. It seeks to inspire in all peoples a new
sense of global interdependence and shared
responsibility for the well-being of the human
family and the larger living world. It is an expres-
sion of hope and a call to form a global partner-
ship at a critical juncture in history.

The document has been put together by
the Earth Charter Commission, an initiative
comprised of eminent personalities such as
Mikhail Gorbachev, Maurice Strong, Steven

Rockefeller, Federico Mayor, Ruud Lubbers
and others. 

The B.I.O. President was present at the
launch, which confirmed the proposals that
B.I.O. has been putting forth since its incep-
tion in 1985. It is encouraging to see that bio-
centric goals and ideals are gaining such wide
support. The environment at the core of every
policy and action has been the primary B.I.O.
concern, as well as the basis of its fifteen-year
effort to promote a new vision in society.
Humanity is wasting time, and environmental
disasters are a constant threat. When B.I.O.
was first created, very few acknowledged the
urgency of environmental action. Fortunately,
today, after a long and often difficult struggle,
the world community is realising that the
future must be based on a global appreciation
of bios.

The hole in the ozone layer over the
Antarctic is at its largest ever  according to
Japan's Meteorological Agency - more than
twice the size of the surface of the Antarctic.
The hole was estimated to be 28.4 million
square kilometres, larger than the previous
worst record of 27 million sq. km in 1998,
agency officials said.

The ozone layer absorbs ultraviolet radia-
tion. This biologically damaging, high-energy
radiation can cause skin cancer, injure eyes,
harm the immune system, and upset the frag-
ile balance of an entire ecosystem. 

Other scientists measuring the effects of
global warming in the Arctic and Antarctic
report more alarming findings.

Disintegration of the Antarctic ice shelf
and glacial core samples show that the pres-
ent temperature is the warmest in 500 years
and rapidly increasing.

Colonies of Adelie penguins have
declined. One Antarctic island has lost half of
its 8,000 nesting pairs. 

The growth of birch is increasing at the
expense of plants that caribou and other
wildlife favour as food sources. 

Scientists suspect that the tree lines of
boreal forest will move north, resulting in

drier forests that burn more often. In addi-
tion, insects will proliferate.

The Arctic is also experiencing the
warmest weather conditions in 400 years. This
is consistent with most climate models, which
predict disproportionate warming at the poles
caused by higher levels of carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere.

Arctic wildlife is now showing the effects
of global warming. The caribou in Northern
Canada has been hard hit by deeper snow on
winter feeding grounds, a predicted conse-
quence of warmer winter temperatures and a
more open Arctic Ocean. Increased snowfall
in recent years has also made it more difficult
for Alaskan caribou calves to survive. 

The sea ice in the Arctic Circle is
decreasing at a rate of 37,000 square kilome-
tres per year and is about 40% thinner than it
was only 40 years ago, resulting in many dis-
astrous effects on wildlife one of which is a
loss of polar bear habitat. Also, it is expected
that because of the increased precipitation
over parts of the Arctic, there will be an influx
of fresh water into the North Atlantic that
could cut off the ocean "conveyor belt" that
transports heat around the globe and helps
govern the Earth's climate.

Earth Charter launched at Hague

5th Annual Youth Bios Olympiad
St. Petersburg, Russia
September 18-21, 2000 

Bios belongs to the young, and young people
from around Russia and other Eastern

European countries participated with great
enthusiasm in the Fifth Annual Youth Bios
Olympiad, held in St. Petersburg, September 18-
21. This timely initiative was organised by
B.I.O., in collaboration with
the Ecological Club
for Post-Graduates,
Students and School-
children of the
Baltic/Ladoga Region,
and the city and regional
authorities of St. Peters-
burg. Thanks to the unwa-
vering efforts of Professor
Alexander Shishkin, Head
of the Ecological Standard-
isation Laboratory at the St.
Petersburg State Technolog-
ical University for Plant Poly-
mers, the Fifth Annual Youth
Bios Olympiad enjoyed great
success.

Participants�ranging from grade-school
children to university students�presented a
multitude of creative projects on the environ-
ment (posters, research papers, art projects).
Some of the most popular topics were soil and
water protection, ecology, recycling technolo-
gy, and the economics of environmental con-
servation. Every year, more than 100 projects
are submitted at the Youth Bios Olympiad,
and awards are given based on creativity, orig-
inality and presentation. For many school chil-
dren, participation in the Youth Bios
Olympiads counts towards their admission to

university or other tertiary education institu-
tions.

Some of the titles of this year's projects
included:
l The influence of ethylene on plants

growth in big cities
l Wind energy potential in the Gulf of

Finland district
l Research in Prioratsky Park
l Ecological research on the soil
cover of Rozhdestvenskaya Volost
l Research on the Tajtsy settle-
ment
l Research on the Sjas'kelevo and
Tajvorovo settlements
l Research on anthropogenic soil
pollution in the town of
Gatchina
l Research on the
Rozhdestveno settlement.
Determination of the volume,
activity of ã-radio-active
radionuclides in the air
l Heavy metals concentra-

tion. Concentration determination
in the soils and plants of the "Veteran-5"
Gatchina town agricultural area

l Economics research of the Nikol'skoye
village park

l The complex examination of school
microdistricts in Gatchina town. Food
products (tea) and water â,ã-activity
determination

l Research on the stratosphere ozone in
Central Chernozemje

l Employment of an electrophysical
method for the determination of pine
tree sustainability to organic toxins

l Possible ways of solving the ecological
problems of the Griboedova canal

Continued on page15

International Court of the Environment
International Court of the Environment Foundation



l Physical-chemical water quality indexes
for the lakes of Varvarino settlement

l Gulf of Finland coastal ecological prob-
lems research

l Air pollution research in the
Molodezhnoye village area of the St.
Petersburg Kurotny district 

l Common air pollution
with lychenoindication
methods in the town of
Sosnovy Bor

l UV action influence in
sewage disinfecting

l Analysis of the produc-
tivity of different mead-
ows in the Khoper river
valley

l Gatchina town park.
Research on water reser-
voirs

l Imitation modelling for
the prediction of water
quality tasks using new
generation mathematics
programmes

l Study of the crayfish population in the
Misa river

l Population and settlement of Laserta real
lizards in the surroundings of Riga

The Youth Bios Olympiads, launched by
B.I.O. in 1996, give children and young adults
the opportunity to develop their skills and cre-
ative thinking in relation to the bio-environ-
ment. They are challenged to identify and dis-
cuss environmental problems, and to propose
solutions based on education and training.
They also learn about the role and limitations
of international environmental organisations
and institutions, and study the development of
environmental awareness in society.

Within the framework of the Youth Bios
Olympiads, participants study environmental
concerns, as well as guidelines and criteria for
the bio-assessment and bio-control of produc-
tion processes, cultural and social development
and education. Participants also focus on envi-
ronmental research, as well as on the exchange
of environmental information and know-how.
The Youth Bios Olympiads also promote bio-
culture and bio-athletics.

The four-day schedule of events of the
Fifth Youth Bios Olympiad was full of exciting
and constructive activities, including a scientif-

ic youth conference on Biopolitics and the bio-
environment themed "Youth and Democracy."
The schedule also included a poster contest,
athletic competitions, visits to St. Petersburg's
cultural sites, concerts and theatrical perform-
ances. The Bios Olympiad concluded with an
awards ceremony for excellence in:

w suggesting the most innovative solu-
tion for environmental protection

w proposing the best practical environ-
mental applications

w contributing to the promotion of
democracy and Biopolitics

w contributing to the promotion of bio-
culture

w bio-athletics

In addition to the Youth Bios Olympiads,
Bios Schools also take place annually in St.
Petersburg. This year, the XXIIth
International Youth Bios School is scheduled
for November 1-12, 2000.
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August 27 - September 1
"The current concept of a Megapolis is

threatening the continuity of bios - life - on our
planet. Global warming, loss of safe water
resources, diseases caused by pollution and
natural resource contamination are problems
jeopardising the future of humanity. To
reverse these negative trends and to exit the
resultant crisis in values, new models are need-
ed in society. 

Technology and the arts can contribute to
the continuous assessment of progress and
expand the potential of a global city. The
power of modern technology, with the proper
evaluation, can be channelled in order to pro-
tect the rights of bios. 

The unravelling of
the microcosmos and
macrocosmos provide
new dimensions in
architectural models
and city planning.
Nature is a source of
bio-materials, as well
as an inspirational
model providing the
means to break away
from stagnant pat-
terns and to realise
the expanded possibil-
ities offered by technology and biocen-
tric thinking. These are the concepts
promoted by a Biopolis."

The B.I.O. President presented the
above views at the Praga 2000 Natura
Megapolis International Conference,
sponsored by the Czech IUCN in
Prague, August 27-September 1. This
initiative was placed under the auspices
of President Vaclav Havel and chaired by
Professor Jan Jenik from the Faculty of
Sciences of Charles University. It was attended
by many eminent personalities, including the
Mayor of Prague, Jan Kasl, and the Minister
of Environment of the Czech Republic, Dr.

Milos Kuzvart. During the opening ceremony,
Minister Kuzvart hailed the B.I.O. presence at
the conference and later expressed his support
of the Nobel nomination.

The organisers of this important gathering
hope that the proceedings will help to solve at
least some of the environmental problems in
big cities by instilling natural values as an
important part of human culture, as stated by
Dr. Jan Nemec, Secretary General of the
Conference. Participants included scientists
and specialists from most European countries,
Turkey, Japan and the USA, who exchanged
viewpoints on many issues concerning the
long-term interaction between man and nature

as a consequence of urbanisation.
As pointed out by Holger Tschense,

Vice-Mayor of Leipzig and Head of the
Department of Environmental Protection,
Public Order and Housing, Leipzig had
been left with a hard legacy of destroyed
and neglected landscapes due to the par-
ticularly destructive effects of open-cast
lignite mining around the city. The radical

process of social trans-
formation along with
the changing legal and
economic conditions
have presented an
opportunity to restore
natural habitats. There-
fore, since 1996, the
"Leipzig Green Belt"
Pro-gramme has been
put into effect by the
Leipzig City Council.
The results are really
encouraging, as dis-
tricts with more and
better green areas

experience a significantly higher level of pros-
perity. The positive change in Leipzig's green
areas is visible and noticeable for residents and
investors alike. Moreover, the development of
urban landscapes is not only the concern of city

authorities; numerous citizens are actively
involved, planting trees along streets and lay-
ing out gardens.

Professor John Celecia, Former Senior
Scientist in UNESCO's Man and the
Biosphere Programme,
focused on the global
phenomenon of bur-
geoning urban growth
and the environmental
and social conse-
quences resulting from
this unbridled phe-
nomenon. To counter
this problem,
UNESCO's MAB Programme was conceived
as the first international concerted venture to
consider cities as ecological systems and to
promote at the intergovernmental level, inte-
grated environmental approaches to increase
knowledge and understanding of urban sys-
tems and other human settlements, as a basis
for planning, management and decision-mak-
ing. 

He proceeded to add that a sustainable city
is an unselfish city, mindful of the relationships
between the city and its near and far hinter-

lands and of the relationship of each individual
and group towards each other. A city working
towards sustainability is resourceful, resilient,
efficient, self-sufficient, liveable and intensely
human.

Finally, Professor
David Goode, Head of
Environmental Strategies
of the Greater London
Authority, suggested that
raising public awareness is
a crucial element in the
success of any programme
dealing with the integra-
tion of nature within the

urban environment. It is also necessary to put
in place a framework for effective integration
between official agencies, such as local govern-
ment, and the voluntary sector, which may
include a wide range of local interest groups.
Biodiversity partnerships, which have devel-
oped extensively in the UK, provide a model
for such a framework. Ecological parks or
nature gardens and a range of small-scale habi-
tats on and around buildings are examples of
major new habitat creation schemes such as
the Wetland Centre in London.

Praga 2000 Natura Megapolis

The new ethics in urban planning
concern a self-sufficient,

aesthetically pleasing urban
environment with minimal waste

generation and with an active
participation of every member of
society in the protection of bios.

5th Annual Youth Bios Olympiad
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