
Resolutions adopted at the 

Biopolitics International Organisation conference on 

 

Resolving the Environmental Crisis 

The Need for an International Court of the Environment 

held in Athens, 22 January 2001 

 

Acknowledging the existence of a global environmental crisis that threatens all 
the major ecosystems and life – bios – on our planet; 
 
Acknowledging also the growing public demand for an urgent solution to this 
crisis and the need to espouse new ethics; 
 
Recognising the fundamental right to a healthy environment in conformity with 
human dignity and the need of each individual to have appropriate legal access; 
 
Recognising also that all States and all people should co-operate in eradicating 
poverty and in protecting the global environment for the benefit of present and 
future generations; 
 
Emphasising that the international community has an obligation, as the guardian 
of global natural resources, to conserve, protect and restore these resources and 
to protect all other species from further pollution, contamination and extinction; 
 
Emphasising also that an International Court of the Environment could also 
contribute to the development and promotion of international environmental law; 
 
Emphasising further that such a court is intended to be complementary to 
international, regional and national judicial systems, including the relevant 
compliance and enforcement instruments; 
 
Reaffirming the Millennium Declaration adopted by the UN General Assembly 
on September 18, 2000 and, in, particular the relevant articles pertaining to respect 
for nature and the protection of our common environment; and 
 
Recalling the spirit of the resolutions adopted at the conference at George 
Washington University on April 15-17, 1999, by the Biopolitics International 
Organisation on June 7, 2000, and at the International Court of the Environment 
Foundation Conference in Rome, on November 10, 2000 
 
it is resolved that: 
 
1. There is an urgency to recommend to governments, parliaments, international 
organisations and non-state actors to consider, without further delay, the 
establishment of an International Court of the Environment with mandatory 
jurisdiction and broad legal access. 
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2. There is a fundamental human right to a healthy environment that can be 
protected through such a court. 
 
3. Pending the establishment of such a Court, the Permanent Court of Arbitration 
(PCA) is considered the appropriate forum to resolve environmental disputes. 
 
4. The recent efforts made by the PCA to develop a specific set of rules of 
procedure to resolve disputes pertaining to natural resources and the protection of 
the environment are welcomed. 
 
5. Governments and parliaments are invited to be guided by the spirit of this 
resolution in their forthcoming meetings and conferences on these and related 
issues. 
 


