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The Central-East-European region has been the cross-roads of the European continent for centuries. That is why this region has always
existed under dynamic challenges, mainly due to East-West and, to a lesser extent, North-South confrontations. The following historical
events are now influencing the region's current modernisation processes: the creation of a Nation-State 1,000 years ago; the establishment of
Christianity, and the impact of intellectual tendencies of different historical epochs.

These events usually reflected the dynamism of the development of the region, in a wider sense of the word "region," as well as its constantly
present non-homogeneity. This non-homogeneity was a precondition for the region's dynamic development but, also resulted in increased
instability. Great power structures periodically attempted to control the region. This control had an equalisation effect on non-homogeneity,
creating stability. However, following the collapse of the great power structures this restrained process surfaced some elemental emotions.

Special emphasis is given to the following events, in our direct historical past: World War II and the destruction of fascism, the break-up of the
world socialist system and the collapse of the Soviet Union. These processes had a deep effect on our Nation-State and on the fate of its
inhabitants, as well. For example, we had to rebuild the Hungarian National State four times:

The territorial settlement after World War I isolated our industry from its natural resources.
The engineering industry, which was established with the emergence of multinational companies between the two World Wars, was
partly ruined and became rootless because of the Eastern orientation.
The forced autarchic development during the cold war was sentenced to failure from the beginning.

There are many processes in the Central-East-European region which are in contradiction to the requirements of modernisation. Based on
political slogans and nationalistic emotions, it is disintegration which marks this region but, on the other hand, economic interests demand
economic integration efforts. The common acceptance, of the basic concept of Biopolitics, would guarantee and accelerate modernisation
development in this region. Every Nation-State should unconditionally respect the rights of minority groups living on their territory, based on
the norms generally accepted in the modern world. This is especially reasonable in an area where the borders of the country have changed
many times during a lifetime.

I would like to illustrate the general composition of this theory with an example: There is an old lady who has been living in Munkacs,
Ukraine for more than eighty years but, the "nationality" of the country has changed six times during her lifetime. Starting out as part of the
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, the region was later annexed by Czechs, Hungarians, Germans, Soviets and it is now a separate country known
as Ukraine. However, if one looks at the map, one can see that such objective potentialities point to the direction of economic integration as
the only reasonable alternative.

This region is situated, geopolitically, in an extremely non-homogeneous environment. It is the transport route for natural resources flowing
from the East to the West and it can become the transport route of the working capital, technology and know-how flowing from the West to
the East. This region is thread through by the Danube, one of the biggest rivers in Europe, which ensures access to two seas for the countries it
traverses. This means that the driving forces in these countries are the same as the driving forces in countries under modernisation (Figure 1).
The readiness for acceptance has to be realised in social, political, military-political and economy-political arenas, so that, information,
energy and material transport of vital importance can flow through this region, integrating the economic interest of the different national
economies of the territory. Systems like fibre-optic digitised information systems, combined transport and the transport of mental capital, in
the form of up-to-date educational systems, have to be realised.

Adopting the modern results of biotechnology, considerable breakthroughs have to be made in the genetic force of the agricultural economy of
this region. We have to realise and adopt the energy and material saving technologies available. We also have to work on how to reduce the
harmful emissions coming from the burning of fossil fuels in the framework of the modernisation process.

It is also important to provide the highest possible safety in the production of nuclear energy, but the safety level has to be valued correctly,
free from any political influence. Hungary, for example, uses the VVR 440 type of nuclear power station blocks made in the Soviet Union,

supplied with Hungarian developed control engineering. All the foreign controlling agents classified them into the safest blocks.
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Figure 1. Driving Forces 
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Figure 2 

The sustainability of the modernisation process involves well known challenges, that is why we have to form sustainable work-force
utilisation. In order to realise sustainable development, we have to co-ordinate the demand for decreasing entropy. We have to achieve a

careful environmental economy, increase the efficiency of the economy and, of course, conserve energy and apply renewable energy sources
(Figure 2).

I would like to emphasise, again, the interdependence of people from the region and the importance of their conscious handling of the non-
homogeneity that exists. This means a special challenge for the individual. At this point, I would like to make the following remark in the
spirit of the Biopolitics International Organisation:

The modern world makes a mistake in thinking that a good solution, in order to develop this region, is to flow their useless techniques and
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technologies into it. It is very important to remember that the countries of this region were arranged according to the agreement of the great
powers, directly after World War II, and this arrangement determined their economic scope for decades. The political climate, between the
super-powers, continuously effected the region. For example, one of the consequences of the cold war was the technological embargo which
resulted in an increased technological lag time for many countries.

Telecommunications, one of the most important sectors, was held back for at least two decades. Investing in mental capital means establishing
a new work force structure. This calls for adaptability, related to the processes of modernisation, for the next century in this region. It would be
a fatal mistake for the modern world to keep pumping out educated individuals instead of dynamically implementing knowledge.

If the world economy is a consistent system with great inequalities, it will be impossible to create a deep valley in the development of this
type of structure in Central-East-Europe. Contributing obstacles also include: the problem of the East and West, the global problem of the
difference between the well-developed and developing countries, and the fact that 80% of the world's energy, steel, metal and paper
consumption and 40% of the food consumption is in the hands of 25% of the population of the world.

Of course it is necessary to globally acknowledge the importance of investing in the "mental capital" in this region. It is also necessary that
every member of society accept the challenges of sustainability and sustainable development. Also, the leadership in this region must accept
that a new sector has to enter into the redistribution of the national income. Besides population and the economy, the environment also has to
be factored in the national budget.

We have to acknowledge that the objectives of modernisation imply the relative re-valuation of environmental goods. We have to
acknowledge, also, that economic processes have to reimburse the environment. This region has to get involved, not only, with the modern

superhighways - high-speed railway systems and the electronic information superhighway but, also, have modern regulation forms such as the
"ecotax" and "ecobonus," introduced (Figure 3). The latter can have a specific socio-political role in this region. There are less and less
welfare-States, with high social sensibility, in the world. Modernisation brings a decrease in standards of living, as national budgets are

continuously reducing their social expenditures during the redistribution of national income. 
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Figure 3 

The citizens of Central-Eastern Europe are far less equipped, technically, than the citizens of more developed countries. For example, there are
fewer privately owned cars in this region, so the contribution to air pollution is not as heavy. Consequently, citizens who do not own cars can

obtain a bonus in the ecotax - ecobonus system, which may improve their income and which is usually around the subsistence level.

We have the possibilities, the instruments and the mechanisms (Figure 4) for the realisation of our goal, which is to see Central-East-Europe
narrow the technological gap between this region and more modern societies. Modernisation of mental capital could get priority and those who
are unable to take part in this modernisation process could receive a kind of social support. This is how the process of modernisation can be
positively realised. 

Academician Laszlo Kapolyi, President of System International Foundation, studied Civil Engineering at the Technical University of
Budapest, Mining Engineering at the Technical University of Heavy Industries, and Industrial Economics at the University of Economics,
Budapest. He was Secretary of State responsible for Energy, and Minister of Industry from 1983 to 1987. He has served as Government
Commissioner for Energy Policy, and as Fellow President of the Advising Corps of the Council of Ministers. He is Member of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences, Chairman of the Hungarian Socialist Democratic Party, Member of the Committee of the Academy in Veszprem,
Member of the Editorial Board of Acta Geodeatica, Geophysica et Montanistica, Honorary Doctor of Heavy Industries, Miscolc, and of the
Mining University, Moscow, and Visiting Professor at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University, Boston, USA. He is also



L. Kapolyi - CENTRAL-EASTERN EUROPEAN SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHANGES: CHALLENGES FOR BIOPOLITICS

file:////SERVER/...nt%20Work/DOROTHY/PUBS/Business/EVEA%20VOLUME%20III%20(English%20and%20Greek)/english/kapolyi.htm[29/4/2013 5:02:13 μμ]

University Professor of the Academy of Mining and Metallurgy in Krakow, and Member of the Club of Rome and the Presidium of the
ASPEN Institute, Italy, as well as Honorary Member of the Russian Academy of Science.


	Local Disk
	L. Kapolyi - CENTRAL-EASTERN EUROPEAN SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHANGES: CHALLENGES FOR BIOPOLITICS


