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The coastal waters of Southeast Asia have some of the world's richest ecosystems, characterised by extensive coral reefs, seagrass beds and
dense mangrove forests. Because these resources are of economic importance, the coastal zones in this region are being subjected to an
increasing multiplicity of demands and high-level resource exploitation, by over 70% of its coastal population. The rapidly deteriorating
environmental condition leaves serious doubt as to the recovery and biological sustainability of the coastal zones in this generation.

Since the early 1970's, multi- and inter-disciplinary approaches to coastal habitat protection have been enacted. Numerous programmes have
been implemented but the degree of success has been astonishingly low. More than ever before, the need is now felt to focus on the root of the
problem: marine environmental education. This programme is basically an experimental and interactive approach, advocating concentrated
effort toward a thorough understanding of priorities social, cultural, environmental and institutional issues. A concerted effort, on the part of all
sectors of society, is advocated to minimise natural and human-included impacts, and to achieve sustainable coastal development - a lasting
investment in the natural capital in the region.

 

 

Dr. Miguel Dino Fortes holds a Ph.D. in Marine Plant Ecology from the University of the Philippines, where he is currently Associate
Professor of Marine Science. He has directed numerous national, regional and international field projects, conducted environmental impact
studies and published numerous articles on a variety of topics involving the aquatic environment. A member of the International Phycological
Society, Dr. Fortes specialises in the establishment of a database on the ecological basis of national and ASEAN marine plant resources, and is
actively involved in coastal restoration and rehabilitation projects.
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