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      I have a brochure with the same name so I will venture to repeat its main thesis here.
      A notion of social state, as it is known, was laid as a foundation in the constitution of Germany of 1948, and was
later given a footing in the works of such politicians as Willie Brandt, Margaret Thatcher, etc. This notion denotes such a
state where the social rights of all citizens are guaranteed to the maximum degree, the most favorable conditions for
satisfying the needs of all citizens' are established, and where ah1 of the citizens as individuals have equal conditions
for realizing their potential.
      A city may considered as a microstate or as a state model. In my opinion, Slavutich has unique potentialities for
working out a model of a social city, thus approaching the goal set by the Constitution of Ukraine. Practically, all of the
attributes are available in our city, even agriculture (the neighboring region with its agro-industrial complex). Now that
Ukraine is in the beginning of forming its State system and economy, it would be especially important to create a
working model of a social state.
      Slavutich is situated 50 km to the west of the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant (the Chernobyl NPP). Its population is
26,000 people of more than 20 nationalities.
      Intended for the workers of the Chernobyl nuclear power station and their families, Slavutich was founded in the fall
of 1986. The best designs of residential and civil buildings of the 8 republics of the former USSR were used for its
building. A fifth of all of the buildings are 1- and 2-story cottage-style houses, the rest are multi-story buildings.
      City government is built on the principles of democracy. The model of city government in Slavutich provides for
many things that don't exist in the corresponding Jaws (we participate actively in the working out of a new law about city
self-governance). We have made some significant steps toward the realization of the main objective of self-government
— that is, involving every person into civic administration. We may say that a social-psychological model of the
interrelationship between legislative and executive powers was worked through in Slavutich. Constantly, there is work
conducted and meetings held for the representatives of public organizations and groups. In December of 1996 they held
a meeting for the public where they discussed the most pressing questions concerning the city. Such meetings will be
held every six months for working out a general view on city development.
      A municipal reform ratified by the corresponding resolution of the Supreme Soviet is being conducted in Slavutich. It
is similar to other reforms that have started in Lvov and Kharkov except here we realize it on the basis of a more
complex approach. The reform is scheduled to be conducted over the course of one year. Today this is the only way to
create a system of public utilities based on market economy.
      The model of Internal Affairs bodies and public cooperation is not bad. According to a social survey 62% of the
population expressed a positive opinion of our police force. In Slavutich one may walk the streets in peace. Due to local
democracy development, corruption is absent. Probably, this is the only place in the CIS and Eastern Europe where
there is no racketeering.
      The ecology of the city, for understandable reasons, is of special interest. Unfortunately, the city is built in a place
contaminated by cesium. In spite of that, Slavutich is an "ecopolis." A complete decontamination of the city territory was
conducted, and a recreation zone has been started with a view toward creating an arboretum. The planting of the first
part of the arboretum is planned for April 19, with the help of Chernigov Trostyanetskiy park. Simultaneously with this
will be a work party on a children's playground. This will be the second stage of the ecological rehabilitation of Slavutich.
      During the past 11 years the Chernobyl NPP health service department and a department of the Chernobyl NPP
Research Institute have been working on the problem of monitoring the movement of radionucleotides through the food
chain from plants and animals to humans. In addition, research is being conducted on the staff of the Chernobyl NPP
and in the medical unit. It should be noted that the relative psychological condition of the residents is gradually getting
better: while they used to be afraid of being contaminated through food products and brought potatoes and mushrooms
to be checked, this rarely happens any more.
      Last year we participated in a state bonus competition. Unfortunately, there was no section on ecology, and we
were attached to the medicine section. But the theme of ecological rehabilitation is not connected directly with medicine.
We lost in the competition. But I understand why all of this happened this way: they didn't want to acknowledge the work
that was executed by us and the results that were achieved at the state level because it would signify a change of policy
and state direction as to the liquidation of the consequences of the catastrophe and the rehabilitation over the whole
territory of Ukraine.
      Recently, in order to prove the results of our work I managed to raise the question about testing the ecological
condition of the city before the European Union and the USA, and about an early closure of the Chernobyl NPP.
International expertise from the USA was appointed, and has already started work - a laboratory was already shipped
and the experts have visited. The lab should be finished in September. I am confident it will have positive results.
      Medical services are concentrated in the hospital complex which consists of children's polyclinics for 700 visits per



day, polyclinics for adults for 250 visits per day, the main unit of the hospital for 300 people, and specialized units. In
1993 Slavutich initiated the program "Healthy cities," and held the first conference within the framework of the World
Health Organization. A plan for the realization of this program was worked out. For example, a large anti-smoking
campaign is being conducted, including persuasion, humor, and propaganda.
      There is a social-psychology center for rehabilitation that was created on the initiative of authorities within the limits
of the UNESCO program. They hold consultations and researches, they have a telephone hotline, etc.
      Education and physical culture. 11 pre-school institutions, 3 schools (with 2 more being built), vocational
programs giving high school students the opportunity to acquire various technical skills and a boys and girls club are all
active in the city. There are: a stadium, 6 physical culture fitness complexes (one of them equestrian), and a swimming
pool. Beginning in 1992 a "School for young businessmen" was started for high school students; the best teachers from
Kiev's educational establishments come to teach there, including for example, Galina Michailovna Sagach, the only
professor of rhetoric in Ukraine. Our dream is to open a higher business school at the level of a training college.
      Demography. 9,000 out of 26,000 residents are children younger than 16 years old. The average age of the
population is 30 years old, therefore, Slavutich is the youngest city in Ukraine. According to our demographic model the
city will start getting old only in 2007 unless something unforeseen happens.
      In 1996 there were 10 more births than the previous year. But at the same time the number of divorces was higher
than the number of marriages: 240 vs. 220. In the first quarter of 1997 the number of divorces and marriages is even,
but the birth-rate has decreased.
      Unfortunately, the number of dysfunctional families is growing. The reasons are clear: destabilization of the situation,
salary hold-ups, etc. Besides, families having many children often live in one apartment, and the city is small so it is
almost impossible to move to a larger apartment without having to pay for it. They are working on solving this problem -
through administrative channels, through work-groups including through the Chernobyl NPP, and through schools. We
have established contacts with foreign charity organizations, in particular, in Spain and Germany, and we try to send the
children there for vacations.
      Entrepreneurs' activity and privatization is developing at a high rate. More than two thousand residents of the city
who are involved in this sphere provide a wide spectrum of services -from laser instrument-making (“Abris," a unique
enterprise in Ukraine) to production of consumer goods (commercial structure "Lotos," a furniture store) and consumer
services, the structures of which have been almost completely privatized (manufacture and repair of footwear, TV/radio
equipment service, vehicle service and repair, transport services, laundries, hairdressers, etc.). The nearest goal is the
privatization of the Department of provision for Chernobyl NPP workers. A whole program of entrepreneurial activity was
worked out, and an agency on business development is already functioning. We consider this activity as having great
potential for the development of alternative production in Slavutich.
      As to private dwellings, 1300 out of 7000 dwellings have been privatized.
      Special economic status. During the last year, we have been trying to get the status of a free economic zone. So
far, the President of Ukraine has rejected our proposal, on account of opinions in the Cabinet of Ministers, However, a
compromise was found, and our law for the development of enterpreneurs1 activity and creation of new jobs in
Slavutich, taking into account the future closure of the Chernobyl NPP, was recently supported by a decree of the
Parliament of Ukraine. This practically means the creation of a free economic zone, but all privileges are granted only in
the sphere of production.
      Within the next month an investment fund is to be legally registered. The "Abris" corporation from our city has
received a credit of $ 1,500,000 from the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. Representatives of this
bank are supposed to come soon to Slavutich in order to work out a credit program with new and more favorable
conditions.
      Problems. The primary problem is mono-industriality, and we have set for ourselves a goal of creating other
enterprises with the Chernobyl NPP becoming one of them. Thirteen thousand out of sixteen thousand working positions
are related to the Plant; 6,000 out of those 13,000 work directly in the zone of the Chernobyl NPP, up to 1,000 work on
the "Shelter” project, and just over 5,000 work at the Plant. Up to 3.000 people have no specific ongoing task, so they
just go to work, and then return home. Reactor block #2 has been slopped, and 100 people continue to work there. It
should be said that the Chernobyl NPP produces competitively with only one reactor working (production reached its
maximum level in 1996, with two reactors working).
      Unfortunately, today we see unemployment as well, a result of the market economy. In Slavutich the number of
unemployed doubled during the last year. Today we have 300 unemployed in our city. With the help of the European
Union within the limits of the program of Technical Aid to CIS countries (TACIS), we created an employment service,
unique in Ukraine, and right now we are working on a model that has not been introduced in the Western countries. It
suggests a mediator (trade-union organizations) between the employment center and a person.
      Another important problem is the departure of specialists in connection with the coming closure of the Chernobyl
NPP. Don't they need 10 years to prepare staff members for nuclear power stations? Today we already have problems
with this group of specialists. The same situation can be seen in the medical units and schools.
      One more problem exists in the fact of the city being almost absolutely closed. About 4 thousand residents of
Chernigov and the Chernigov region work here. When staff is reduced they try to make use of the fact that a person is



from the Chernigov region, that is, he/she can return to their native city which may result in the loss of professionals.

      Conclusion. Thus, in Slavutich many things have been done, taking into account our Constitution for working out
the model of a social city, and there are some remarkable practical achievements, though many difficult problems
remain. We do not exaggerate our success but it should be noted that we were the first ones in Ukraine to understand
that one cannot depend upon the state because the nature of the state is undergoing change, and that one should count
only upon themselves. That is the approach that turns out to be maximally effective today.
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