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      First of all, I would like to express my gratitude for the opportunity to join the Biopolitics International Organization,
the most outstanding movement on environmental protection in the world, and to doctor Agni Vlavianos-Arvanitis.
      I entered the sphere of business quite a long time ago: after 10 years of work in space technology I studied at the
Academy of foreign trade, then I worked for many years abroad, in Scandinavia and Austria. For a period of 6 years I
was a UN staff member and was involved in its programs of technical aid to developing countries.
      A few words about how I became filled with anxiety for the ecology of our planet: often I spent vacations in the
mountains, I climbed Elbrus 6 times. Every time I would notice how it was polluted, because it's an area that is not
cleaned. A human who goes there leaves his/her signs afterwards that remain in permafrost. But don't we need to clean
up the environment?
      Unfortunately, we have created a society where everything was done in order to increase the volume of production,
and nobody took care of cleanup. That was the situation everywhere, in space technology and chemical production.
Starting in 1967, when I began working in foreign trade, I watched how we bought up huge chemical complexes without
ever buying equipment for cleaning the environment. We economized. That was the policy of Kastandov, that was the
policy of the central government. Thus, when I was involved in the UN's technical aid programs (I supervised 11
countries at the time, among them India, China, Vietnam, and five European countries) I worked with projects that,
unfortunately, had not been introduced in my native country — not for lack of finances but because there was no desire
and understanding. We didn't understand that volume brings not happiness but rather misfortune. I saw that especially
clearly in China where they had the same policy for a long time. But the Chinese realized the problem earlier, and
started introducing environment-friendly technologies at the UN establishments in their country.
      As an independent country, Ukraine faces a difficult destiny. Today we find ourselves, it may be, in the most
polluted part of the planet. While working with the UN I had the opportunity to go through more than a hundred
countries, and, believe me, it's hard to find such pollution, such an accumulation of uncleaned waste as we have here.
      Ukraine is one of the most beautiful and richest countries. When a Korean or a Japanese comes here, they say,
"You have endless fields." In contrast, they have a piece of land of 1 square meter and reap five harvests (a year).
Unfortunately, we have polluted this soil to such an extent that they are afraid to buy our products. To be capable of
competing one must produce ecologically clean products. Today bio-business has become more than a fashion, it has
become a requirement, a norm.
      After working with the UN I returned to Ukraine as soon as there appeared an opportunity to work in foreign trade.
Ten years ago we created our organization, "Ukrimpex;" in 1987 we were the first to receive the right to hold foreign
economic activity in Ukraine. And the first things we managed to export were recyclable paper and broken glass. These
are wastes that nobody collects in Ukraine. At that time there still were state structures involved in waste collection. Pay
attention to this: waste is a profitable business. Ecological business with right and reasonable legislation is quite
profitable. For this we need to create a behavior culture for enterprises, we need to establish a legislation framework so
that entrepreneurs strive to produce ecologically clean products. There is much potential in this for bringing prosperity to
the state and to the people. Let's say we have just introduced scan-code without which it is impossible to go out on the
world market. And we will still have to achieve the right to bring products to the world market with the emblem of an
ecologically clean product.
      I must compliment Slavutich. I have been travelling a lot around Ukraine and many places are striking by their
pollution. Slavutich is a clean city. Of course, one can see the traces of a difficult economic situation. But at the same
time it feels like they take care of order here. However, keeping order is only the first stage.
      As a person who is directly involved in taking Ukrainian production to the world market I would like to draw attention
to the fact that we have reached a limit and even crossed it: 2 billion tons of waste per year that nobody takes care to
clean! 30 billion tons have already accumulated. Ukraine does not have clean water. If you are not sure that the water
you drink from your water supply is clean enough, is this an environment to live in?
      I worked a lot in countries with a more intensive industrial cycle, and the environment there is incomparably cleaner.
German rivers have become much cleaner than the Dnieper. The European Union has made a decision that all rivers
must be ecologically absolutely clean by the year 2004, and at the same time every town with a population more than
20,000 must have equipment for purifying discharges into rivers. They have created an extensive program for water
cleaning. It was worked out so that the huge mass of dry substance appearing as a result is converted into fertilization,
that is, they created a closed cycle. Today one may make so much money on wastes that the need to build new mines
and start new industries disappears. Unfortunately, the projects on recycling I was involved in earlier in China and India
do not work here so far or work ineffectively, mainly due to the lack of a collection system.
      For example, a new technology was introduced: foreign drinks are brought in plastic bottles made of polyvinyl
chloride, etc. These products contain more than a dozen of various kinds of polyethylene materials. All of this goes



through recycling in Europe. The problem is only in how to sort the waste because if one puts it all into one device the
quality will be lost, and the material received will not be good for a second use. We need a system where the population
will be involved. I mean recycling both paper and the new packets, "Tetra Pak" containers, etc., they also need to be
treated according to a special technology. Unfortunately, we have not created such a system yet.

      The question of handling toxic and nuclear wastes is especially painful for Ukraine. There are examples of how this
is done on a commerce level in the United States and Canada. There are 20 zones in the States and 2 zones in
Canada that are assigned for efficient handling of wastes, and nobody can lake them to a different place because this
process is regulated by the legislation of the local states. All of the work is done by commercial structures who make
good money on it. Unfortunately, in our country this is controlled by nobody, and wastes are introduced into clean
places. Here we do need understanding on the part of government which has not reached the point of discussing these
questions. We must try to bring our authorities to a level of realization of the acuteness of these problems. I think the
task of our symposium is to draw attention specifically to that because ignoring the problem of ecology in industry today
means killing everything we will have produced in future. Nobody will buy anything from us, we won't be able to supply
anything, and we will become one big dump.
      Of course, it is not only education that can solve these problems. There is a serious necessity to define clear-cut
property rights on objects of business. If an enterprise has not defined who is in charge, indifference reigns and nobody
thinks about how to protect the environment from the discharge of harmful substances. Privatization must be ecologized,
and a new master must be obliged to enforce modern norms of behavior so that it does not bring the environment to a
worse condition. I am sure many things can be achieved through the process of privatization.
      Unfortunately, today often I cannot achieve a fair decision for disputable questions. Evidently the reason is an
absence of an established system of protection for victims from those who bring damage. It relates to the question of the
ecology as well. Today I don't know of any case of any person who brought ecological damage being seriously punished.
In civilized societies, similar conflicts are being solved through a negotiation process. But if we are not a civilized society
we should have a system of sanctions which we do not have. That is why there is such chaos in this area.
      The ecological status of the society must be protected by legislation. We are a young state, and we still don't have
laws that would require enterprises to care for the environment. One can do much through a Law about enterprise, an
Environmental Protection Law, and new laws about the corresponding technologies for preservation of the environment
so that in Ukraine bio-business will have support and bring benefits to our society.

 


	Local Disk
	Business and Ecology


