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Milan Dubcek
Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to Greece

Environmental protection is all about
partnerships between governments at

all levels, between business and industry and
most importantly, involving community
groups. We are now experiencing a change
in attitudes and a major shift in our values.
I personally expect that there will be, in the
near future, more focused action by various
kinds of community groups regarding envi-
ronmental issues. Of course there are offences
against the environment by small or large
corporations as well, which are not as easy
for individuals to solve; in such cases, com-
munity groups in regions or localities should
fight and should bring pressure upon munic-
ipalities and local governments to increase
penalties, taxation, or even to adopt special
regulations, such as stopping the operations
of offending companies.

Our economic prosperity is tied to our
environmental health. When one considers
medical expenses, loss of tourism, loss of
productivity, or environmentally friendly
businesses that choose to make their head-
quarters in other cleaner cities, then one
begins to understand how serious the prob-
lem of environmental pollution may be.

A new society needs the involvement of
community groups in decision making. A
corner stone of sustainable development is
public participation. The governments, for
their part, have to make the protection of
public health the most crucial objective for
policy making. In this way, policy decisions
on sectors such as transport, industry or agri-
culture, would ensure that the effects of

those decisions work
for, rather than
against, environ-
mental and health
policies. It is up to
all of us - local gov-
ernments, community
groups, diplomats,
and individuals - to
put protection of

public health and the environment on the
top of the government's agenda. I welcome
the Biopolitics International Organisation's
efforts in trying to establish partnerships
between local authorities, citizens, corpo-
rations and environmental NGOs around
the world. I am sure that with these part-
nerships, we will be able to contribute to
sustainable development, which would result
in solving global and local environmental
issues.

John Mangos
Principle Technology Specialist, Greece

We are in the middle of a technological rev-
olution; we are in the middle of what we

call a new information revolution, which started
in the last few years, less than fifty actually. In
the last fifty years we have made more progress
in this area than in the last 50,000 years. We owe
all to inventors, to visionaries, to people like Dr.
Agni Vlavianos-Arvanitis, who work against all
odds to bring about results.

Technology is neutral, but we must be care-
ful not to end up with a technological elite and a
technological lower class. People
both with and without means should
be able to have access to the infor-
mation and the technology that
they need.  This is an exciting time
for medicine. With telemedicine,
specialists can participate from
their own hospitals in the treat-
ment of patients in remote parts of the world. In
the vision of tele-surgery, a specialist can per-
form an operation with the virtual assistance of
other specialists. However, medicine is not the only
field that benefits from the new information tech-
nology. In tele-learning, we have the ability to
learn from afar. This technology is available for
companies and universities. Also, tele-commut-
ing allows mothers to become productive mem-
bers of society. This is so important to some com-
panies that they will cover some of the costs, like
faxes and printers, or telecommunications costs.
People who are handicapped should not be treat-
ed like second class citizens. Technology makes
it possible for computers to speak to people, and
people to speak to computers. Technology allows

companies to meet governmental requirements
about accessibility. Technology helps in many
areas, not just marketing, but in the ability to
recycle, to replace the water we are using. High
profile people like Bill Gates are becoming more
vocal about the need to protect the environment. 

All is not well, however. We have massive
amounts of information, what we call an information
glut, but we cannot process all of it. We have to
work in this area, to improve the ability to get at
the information that we need. We have to be care-
ful, though, not to get the wrong information to
the wrong people. Technology is a tool. Use it
right, it serves us right.

A most disturbing aspect of
information technology is the
effect is has on interpersonal rela-
tions. Some parents have a ten-
dency to use computers and tel-
evisions as a substitute for par-
enting. This is wrong. People used
to visit with each other and to write

to each other. Now technology has replaced per-
sonal relations. In business, and in the rest of the
world ,we use e-mail as the preferred form of
communications. This is taking every last shred
of feeling out of communications. The more tech-
nological we become, the less human we become.
We have to be careful with this. 

Let me be clear. I believe in technology and
the things it is capable of doing for us. It is all
about how we use it, how we use this great tool.
With technology, we can reach more people, in
more places and more effectively. Let us use this
tool to instil in ourselves the need to preserve
our environment, to leave a legacy to our chil-
dren. It's simple, let's get out there and get the
B.I.O. message across.

Richard Hines
President, RTH Consulting, Inc., USA

Iwould like to comment on the American dis-
sent to the Kyoto proposals, as I feel that Pres-

ident George W. Bush has been misjudged on
the environmental problem. I know very direct-
ly that he has taken a personal interest in the
technology of greenhouse emissions, specifical-
ly the heat-retaining element of these polluting
gases. 

The American approach is different than the
Kyoto approach. We feel that it is necessary to
have a more radical approach to the environ-
ment. Meaning that we have to devote massive
resources to solving these environmental prob-
lems. 

It is not sufficient to roll back pollutant lev-
els to 1990 levels. Just consider the mathematics.
Today the populations of the third world coun-
tries of India and China are seven times greater
than the European Union nations, and they are
growing rapidly. 

These parties are almost excluded from the
Kyoto proposals. Certainly, a co-operative effort
is needed, a scientific effort. Sometimes I feel
that we participate too much in self-congratula-
tory statements. No. These are scientific prob-
lems; they need scientific solutions. All of the
solutions may not lie in edicts by government, in
fines, in governmental regulations. The issue of
technology is very important. We talk about con-
servation. Why can't we talk about new technol-
ogy for cheaper energy?

A greater role for technology

Technology and quality of life

Health - Environment - Culture
Bio-diplomacy in establishing partnerships

Europe's Enterprise Strategy SummitEurope's Enterprise Strategy Summit
The Industrial Society, London, November 4-5, 2001

Youth Bios Olympiads in St. Petersburg 

In the spirit of bio-culture and to promote the
connection between the Olympic Games and

every field of human endeavour, B.I.O. has spon-
sored a wealth of initiatives to advance excel-
lence in environmental protection. In 1994, the
International Sakharov Festival was held in
Athens, with the participation of leading schol-
ars and musicians, as a tribute to culture and the
bio-environment. 

In 1996, the first Bios Prize was awarded to
Jacques Cousteau during an elegant ceremony at
the Naval Museum in Paris. In 1999, the Bios
Prize Award Ceremony took place at the Hermitage
Museum in St. Petersburg, under the auspices
of Academician Michael Piatrovsky. Bios Prizes
were awarded to world renowned musician and
humanitarian Mstislav Rostropovich, industri-
alists Kitty P. Kyriacopoulos and Anton Rupert,
and thinker Jakob vonUexkull, emphasising the
interdisciplinary nature of environmental appre-
ciation.

The future belongs to the young, and their achieve-
ments are no less noteworthy. Every year in St.
Petersburg, with the invaluable co-operation of
Professor Alexander Shishkin, the Youth Bios
Olympiad celebrates the environmental achieve-
ments of children and young adults and promotes
the environment as a priority in education.

European enterprise leaders agree new agenda
for  business

Held on November 4 and 5, 2001, at the main headquarters of
The Industrial Society in Pall Mall, central London, the Euro-

pean Enterprise Strategy Summit was designed to cluster and
integrate the range of actors and ini-
tiatives at the leading edge of change in
European enterprise. The initiative was
chaired by Will Hutton, Chief Execu-
tive of The Industrial Society, United
Kingdom, and Marcello Palazzi, Pres-
ident of the Progression Foundation,
The Netherlands.

In many different domains of the Euro-
pean economy and society, progressive
innovations and new pathways have
been successfully introduced and tested during the last decade,
from socially-responsible investment, fair trade, corporate social/envi-
ronmental reporting, venture philanthropy, social enterprise, sus-
tainable business models, local enterprise development, ethical
codes for business conduct, life-long learning, tax-credits for sus-
tainable investments, corporate reputation investment, joint-stake-
holders' economic policy-making and many others. 

The Summit aimed at finding connections and synergies among
these innovations, as well as propagating them more widely across
the new Europe. Following the Summit, the committed participants
will continue their efforts to scale up and implement policy inno-
vations, good practices and new strategies.

The distinguished speakers who convened at the Summit on
the basis of their pioneering track
records over the years
addressed the following
issues: 
-Ethics, integrity, lead-
ership, accountability,
innovation, creativity,
“culturedness” and good
governance.
-Governments no longer
the sole actors - involvement of oth-

er key decision-makers essential: civil society, enterprise, acade-
mia, as well as governments at European, national, regional and
local levels.
-No minimum common denominator policies or watered-down
recommendations, but best-of-Europe solutions.
-Integrative approach (top-down as well as bottom-up), reflect-
ing the needs and interests of the wider society.

-Balance between thought and practice, long-term policy goals
and short-term enterprise needs.
-Partnership spirit and strategies to maximize the distinctive con-
tributions and interdependence of different sectors.

Participants included: Chief Secretary to the Treasury, Rt
Hon. David Smith MP, Juan Somavia, Director General of the
International Labour Organisation, Maria Cattaui Livanos, Direc-

tor General of the International Chambers of Com-
merce, Wendy Alexander, Minister for Enterprise
and Lifelong Learning, Scottish Executive, Geoff
Mulgan, Director of the Prime Minister's For-
ward Strategy Unit and PIU, Alfred Guzenbauer,
Head of Austria's Social Democratic Party, Tom
Bentley, Demos, Georges Berthoin, European
Chairman, Trilateral Commission, Laurence Cock-
roft, Transparency International, Kaj Embren,

Respect Europe, James Garrison, State of the World Forum,
Hazel Haenderson, The Global Commission to Fund the United
Nations, Peter Johnston from the European Commission, Marc
Luyckx, Vision 2020, Jane Nelson and Susan Simpson, Interna-
tional Business Leaders Forum, Tom Spencer, Counterpart Inter-
national Europe, Claudia von Mombart, The World Bank, Nick
Isles, The Industrial Society, and B.I.O. President Dr. Agni Vla-
vianos-Arvanitis.

Governance is changing It used to be about

what governments do. Today, it is more about

balancing the roles, responsibilities, 

accountabilities and capacities of different 

levels of government and different actors or

sectors in society - public, private and civic.

Technology is neutral, but

we must be careful not to

end up with a

technological elite.

Involving leaders of 

integrity, competence,

vision and civic 

commitment in 

European policy-making


